
 

 

  



 

 

British Isles Reformation Tour 
June 20 – July 2, 2016 

As your Reformation tour begins, it is our hope that you will experience new 

cultures, new thoughts, new landscapes and new joy. Our desire is that your tour is a 

time of refreshment, relaxation and adventure. It is also our hope that you will get a 

flavor for an exciting time of spiritual growth and historical changes when concepts of 

Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide spread across the landscapes of Europe and beyond. 

 

For many, the day in 1517 when Luther nailed the 95 theological “theses” to 

the door of Castle Church in Wittenberg marks the beginning of the Reformation. 

The seeds for the Reformation were sown many years before that, with the work of 

men like Jan Hus and John Wycliffe.  

 

As you travel across the United Kingdom, you will hear about a wide variety 

of men and women, who have impacted the world through their faith. Some were 

authors, others were pastors, Bible translators, or teachers. Some were martyred for 

their faith, others lived well into old age. As we see the places where they lived and 

ministered, we hope you will gain a deeper understanding of their relationship with 

God and how they were able to make a lasting difference.  

 

We have created this tour book as a companion to your trip, with extra 

information on the places that you will visit and the people that will be mentioned. 

There are some fun things too, like a guide to British and American English, as well as 

some fun facts on the various countries you are going to. Enjoy! 

 

We do hope that you will enjoy fellowship and worship with brothers and 

sisters in Christ during your tour both with fellow travelers and with those you meet 

along the way. Finally it is our hope that you will return home from your tour 

refreshed and enriched in mind and spirit. 

 

 Our prayers go with you, 

Frank and Rowena Drinkhouse 

Reformation Tours, LLC 
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Tour Itinerary  

Day 1: Monday, June 20, 2016: Departure 
We will depart the USA today on international flights to London, England. Early 
arrivals will go directly to the Copthorne Tara. (In flight meals) 

Day 2: Tuesday, June 21, 2016: London 
On arrival at London’s Heathrow Airport, our driver from Sun Transfers will meet us 
in the Arrivals Hall and drive us to our centrally-located London hotel.  Our 
Reformation Tours’ tour director Philip Baker will be in the lobby from 9 AM to greet 
us as we arrive. We will meet in the hotel lobby by 12:45 PM and board our bus for an 
afternoon panoramic sightseeing tour. We will tour John Wesley’s Chapel, Wesley’s 
home and the Museum of Methodism. Just across the street is the legendary Bunhill 
Field’s Cemetery, where we can see the burial place of nonconformist Protestants. 
John Wesley (1703-1791) has been called the most influential Protestant leader of the 
English speaking world since the Reformation and his brother Charles wrote hundreds 
of amazing hymns. Our welcome dinner will be at a local restaurant this evening, 
including wine or soft drinks. (IF/Dinner) 

Day 3: Wednesday, June 22: 2016: London 
After breakfast, we begin our day in magnificent Westminster Abbey where most 
British Kings and Queens since 1066 have been crowned and it’s the final resting 
place of many monarchs, heroes and poets. Although the Jerusalem Chambers are not 
open to the public now, we’ll hear about how 17 men met here to translate the first 
third of the King James Bible Old Testament and the last half of the New Testament. 
After our tour, we will sail up the Thames and tour the Tower of London, including 
entrance to see the magnificent crown jewels.  We will dine in a traditional pub this 
evening. (B/D) 

Day 4: Thursday, June 23, 2016: Windsor, Oxford, Bedford 
We will begin our day at Windsor Castle, the oldest and largest inhabited castle in the 
world. It has been the family home of British kings and queens for almost 1,000 years. 
After our leisurely tour, we will continue on to Oxford, which has been a key center of 
learning for centuries. Famous university alumni include Charles and John Wesley, 
William Penn, Albert Einstein and C.S. Lewis. Founded by Cardinal Wolsey as 
Cardinal’s College in 1524, the twelfth-century Christ Church College is the only 
church in the world to be both a cathedral and a college chapel. Our tour also includes 
the Martyr’s Monument, Lincoln and Balliol College and Carfax Tower. We will enjoy 
a buffet dinner at our hotel in Bedford. (B/D) 

Day 5: Friday, June 24, 2016: Bedford, York 
In Bedford, we will learn more about John Bunyan, the author of Pilgrim’s Progress. 
He was arrested and imprisoned for 12 years, for preaching without a license from the 
Church of England. We will see the plaque where the county gaol stood in the 17th 
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century and tour the Bunyan Meeting Church and Museum. We will then continue on 
to York, and meet our tour guide Roy Pawsey, who will take us on a walking tour of 
York’s quaint old town and walk atop the ancient city walls, arriving in time to attend 
Evensong service in York Minster Cathedral, the biggest medieval church in England. 
Christianity has an early heritage in York. By 306 when Constantine The Great was 
proclaimed Emperor in York, it is believed there was a small Christian community. In 
312 he issued a general edict of toleration for the Christian Church and York became 
a center of Christianity. We will have a 3-course meal in the Monkbar Hotel in York. 
(B/D) 

Day 6: Saturday, June 25, 2016: Hadrian’s Wall, Haddington, Edinburgh 
On the way up to Scotland, we will visit the excellent Hadrian’s Wall Museum at 
Vindolanda, as well as remains of a Roman fort. After time to purchase lunch in the 
café, we will board the bus for the drive to Scotland. Just south of Edinburgh, we will 
visit the town of Haddington, where John Knox was born and raised. We will have 
some traditional Scottish food at our hotel in Edinburgh this evening. (B/D) 

Day 7: Sunday, June 26, 2016: Edinburgh 
This morning we have the opportunity to attend morning worship at St. Giles 
Cathedral, where John Knox first preached in 1559. It was reported that “he was so 
active and vigorous it looked as if he was about to break the pulpit in bits and fly out 
of it.” Local guide Fiona Thompson will join us after lunch for a walking tour of 
Edinburgh, including John Knox House, Greyfriar’s Church, Magdalene Chapel and 
the Royal Mile. Our guide will tell us about the Reformation in Edinburgh: John 
Knox, the Covenanters and how the saints stood strong for Jesus and true doctrine. 
Our tour of Edinburgh Castle will include tiny St. Margaret’s Chapel, which dates back 
to the 1100s. We will also visit the royal palace of Holyrood where in 1561 John Knox 
had discussions about Christianity with Mary Queen of Scots. We will have a 3- course 
meal at our hotel this evening. (B/D) 

Day 8: Monday, June 27, 2016: St Andrews, Stirling 
Today we will journey to St. Andrews, a spiritual center in Scotland for centuries. 
During the Reformation, St. Andrews University was third in significance after Oxford 
and Cambridge. In the now ruined castle, we will see the Bottle Dungeon where 
George Wishart was imprisoned before being burned at the stake, and pause at his 
martyrdom site, also remembering fellow martyr Patrick Hamilton. St. Andrews 
Cathedral was once the largest church in Scotland, but fell into ruin after John Knox’s 
sermon, which was inspired by Wishart’s martyrdom. Scotland is famous for its 
whisky and part of the group (11 people) will take a tour of Kingsbarns Distillery, with 
the opportunity to taste a sample. The remaining folks will have leisure time in St. 
Andrews. Continuing on to Stirling, we’ll tour the magnificent Stirling Castle, where 
James VI was educated by Scottish Reformer George Buchanan. Nearby is the Church 
of the Holy Rude, once a royal cathedral where John Knox preached for James VI 
baptism in 1566. Dinner will be at our hotel this evening and we’ll say our farewells to 
Philip, as he isn’t joining us in Ireland. (B/D) 
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Day 9: Tuesday, June 28, 2016: Belfast 
There is some free time this morning if you want to take a quick trip into Edinburgh, 
as we aren’t leaving until 11:30 AM. We will see plenty of beautiful scenery today as 
we drive across Scotland to catch the afternoon ferry to Northern Ireland, a 2 hour 
crossing.  Philip will stay with us until we are all checked-in for the ferry. When we 
arrive, our Irish guide Samuel Chestnutt will be there to greet us. We will board our 
Irish coach and transfer to our hotel in Belfast. We will dine at our hotel this evening. 
(B/D) 

Day 10: Wednesday, June 29, 2016: Giant’s Causeway, Belfast 
The Giant’s Causeway is a stunning natural wonder on the north coast of County 
Antrim. We will spend time climbing over the ancient basalt stones at this famous 
world heritage site. This is a day for wearing comfortable shoes!  In the afternoon we 
will visit Bushmills Distillery, where will have free time to eat lunch in the cafe or take 
the whiskey tour. In the afternoon we will visit the Ulster American Folk Park and 
hear the stories of three centuries of Irish emigration. We will dine at our hotel in 
Belfast this evening. (B/D) 

Day 11, Thursday, June 30, 2016: Downpatrick, Dublin 
Our morning tour of Belfast will include a guided tour of Titanic Belfast, which has 
become the most popular tourist attraction in Northern Ireland. The Titanic 
experience will take us through nine galleries, telling the story of RMS Titanic, from 
her conception in Belfast in the early 1900s, through her construction and launch, to 
her famous maiden voyage and tragic end. In the afternoon we will visit the St. Patrick 
Centre in Downpatrick, before we drive south to Dublin. We will dine at our hotel 
this evening. (B/D) 

Day 12: Friday, July 1, 2016: Dublin 
Our morning tour will begin with a tour of St. Patrick’s Cathedral. In Dublin 
University, better known as Trinity College, we will see the famous Books of Kells. 
This book was penned by monks in the 9th-century and is considered the most 
striking manuscript ever created in the Western world. We will end the tour at the 
Guinness Storehouse, where there is an optional tour to learn how the brand has 
gained worldwide fame. The Gravity Bar affords 360° views over Dublin. The 
afternoon is free to enjoy this exciting city or explore the city with Samuel. We will 
meet up again at our hotel for a special Irish entertainment night with dinner in the 
Merry Ploughboy Pub. (B/D) 

Day 13: Saturday, July 2, 2016: Return 
It’s an early start this morning, but the hotel will provide a continental breakfast from 
5:45 AM. We will all transfer to Dublin Airport together at 6:30 AM for our return 
flights to the States. The flights all leave between 8:55 AM and 10:10 AM. (B) 
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Meet the Travelers 

Bill and Jane Chapin retired to Lake Nebo near 
Martinsville, IN, three years ago from Monmouth, IL.  
They are members of Brown County Presbyterian 
Fellowship in Nashville, IN. Bill is a former 
community banker, and Jane is a published biographer 
and former specialist teacher.  They met in 2003 at 
Yellowstone National Park. Their interests are history, 

travel, hiking state/national parks, reading, and boating together – Bill with his electric 
pontoon and kayak, and Jane in her aquacycle and kayak.  
 

Our names are Donnie & Kathy Hale. We live just north 
of Columbus, Ohio. I (Donnie) have worked in the 
technology field for 28 years, and I am pastor of a Baptist 
church. Kathy is a homemaker and serves the families in 
our church in numerous ways. We are empty-nesters, with 3 
grown children, Alan (25), Sarah (24), and Nathan (23). Our 
church is affiliated with the SBC. We are reformed in our 
beliefs. We are mostly looking forward to the vacation. I 

just graduated from seminary - a 5 year effort. So we are overdue for some time 
together, with no responsibilities for a couple of weeks. Also, we will celebrate Kathy's 
50th birthday while we are on this trip. We both like to read, a lot. I'm a big sports fan, 
especially soccer. It's too bad it's between seasons in the English Premier League while 
we're over there, otherwise I'd try to catch a game. 
 

Charles and Barb Handel: We are the parents of 3 grown 
daughters.  We live on our tree farm in a log home where 
Charlie enjoys (most of the time) working in the out-of-doors 
often times clearing fallen trees and generally maintaining the 
property.  Barb spends time swimming in the lake and reading 
as well as miscellaneous volunteer projects.  Charlie was raised 
Methodist and Barb was Presbyterian.  Having never traveled 
to any part of Europe, the "experience" is what we are looking 

forward to--plus a pint in the pub. :)  Meeting people is always the biggest part of any 
experience so we definitely are excited to meet all of our group. 

 
Gary Mitchell: I was born in Hillsdale, Mi. and moved to the 
village of Climax, Mi. when I was 9 ½ years old.  After high 
school, I attended Michigan State University, where I met 
Lynn Premo.  We married after I got my B.A. in History and 
Political Science in 1965. Lynn taught elementary school 
while I worked on my M.A. in Sociology. After graduation I 
taught History, Government, and Sociology at Eaton Rapids 
(MI) High School for 31 years. I started doing missionary 
work in Eastern Europe in 1991.  After I retired from 



 

 

Teaching in 1998, I got my Masters Degree from Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary and 
shortly after that became a pastor in a small, country Baptist church. I have taken 13 
missionary trips to Eastern Europe, teaching and training pastors.  This is our second 
trip with Reformation Tours, the first one to Germany, France and Switzerland. We 
are looking forward to seeing how the reformation spread from Germany and 
Switzerland to the British Isles. Lynn and I recently celebrated our 50th wedding 
anniversary.  We have two adult daughters, five grandchildren and one great 
grandchild.   
 

Lynn Mitchell: I was born in Detroit, Michigan and graduated 
from Utica Community High School and Michigan State 
University.  My family attended church regularly, but I didn't 
embrace a personal relationship with the Lord until the end of 
high school.  Gary and I married shortly after graduation 
from college and have two daughters, five grandchildren and 
one great-granddaughter. I taught elementary school before and 

after, eighteen years as a stay-at -home mom.  I am active in our church, as a 
deaconess, and church treasurer, keeping the church updated on our missionaries, and 
teaching children's church. I enjoy walking, reading, gardening, sewing and knitting and 
of course spending time with our grandchildren.  I went with Gary on five of the 
missionary trips to Eastern Europe, teaching English mostly.  At home, I have been 
involved with two Chinese families helping them learn English and become citizens of 
the United States.  I have always wanted to go to the British Isles, and especially so 
after reading a Christian fiction series on Scotland's independence from England during 
the time of Robert the Bruce. 

 
Tim Porter and Julie Koeppen live in a house under the 
pattern of the Bloomington Indiana airport with our 3 
dogs.  We fly, spin, knit, weave, race, construct radio 
control planes, compute and focus on living and eating 
well.  We were both born into the Methodist church, but 
are not currently attending.  We hope to experience the 
British Isles by sampling their cuisine, culture and history.   

 
Larry and Diane Reeves: My husband's name is Grayson 
Lawrence Reeves, but he is always called Larry.  We have three 
grown daughters, aged 29, 27 and 22.  We live in Cary, North 
Carolina, which has become a suburb of Raleigh.  We are both 
attorneys; Larry is in private practice in Raleigh and I teach at Duke 
Law School in Durham.  
 
Larry and I were raised in the Presbyterian Church, but usually have 
attended Methodist churches since we've been married.  We are 
both very interested in learning about European history, especially 
that of the British Isles, and the beginning and course of the 
Reformation there.  



 

 

Scott Seay was born and raised in suburban Indianapolis, and 
after living in several other places, he has returned home.  He 
lives on the west side, sharing his home with his Shetland 
Sheepdog, Robbie. He currently is part-time pastor at Brown 
County Presbyterian Fellowship, a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), having served there for almost 
nine of his fifteen years of ministry.  He also is full-time 
Associate Professor of the History of Christianity at his alma 
mater, Christian Theological Seminary (CTS).  His teaching 

focuses on early modern Christianity (1500-1800), especially in Britain and North 
America.  He also directs the Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) program at CTS. In recent 
years, Scott also has served as the curator of special collections at the CTS library and is 
pursuing an M.S. degree in library and information science at the University of Illinois. 
Scott is the author of two books, and a third has been proposed; he has published 
numerous articles in scholarly journals; and regularly reviews books in the history of 
early modern Christianity. He enjoys cooking and entertaining in his home.  He takes 
every opportunity for educational travel, and recent excursions have taken him to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (2011), Germany, France, and Switzerland (2014), 
and South Africa (2015). On this trip, he is close friends with and pastor to fellow-
travelers Tim and Kathy Sparks, Bill and Jane Chapin, and Charlie and Barb Handel. 

 
Tim and Kathy Sparks, Brown County, IN, have just celebrated 
their 40th Wedding Anniversary and are members of Brown 
County Presbyterian Fellowship.   Tim is a pilot for FedEx and 
Kathy is a retired college professor who now is enjoying spending 
time working with fiber, spinning and dyeing or weaving brown 
ash baskets. Tim's passion is building and flying model airplanes. 
They have one daughter who is married to an Army captain and 
Faye and Brett have 2 little boys Henry and Oliver.  We live on 110 
acres in south central Indiana and share our farm with a herd of 

Irish Connemara Ponies, a few ducks and some cute Angora bunnies. 
 

The guide for the England/Scotland portion is Philip Baker.  
After a career playing jazz and blues, Philip became a coach driver, then 
qualified as an official Blue Badge Guide in 1977. He has 49 years 
experience as a tour guide in the British Isles and has specialized in leading 
religious heritage tours including music tours. He has a particular interest 
in the Reformation and has visited most of the cathedrals in England. His hobbies 
include golf, archery, reading and music. He lives in London.  

  
The guide for the Northern Ireland/Ireland portion is Samuel Chestnutt. 
Samuel and his wife Sarah are the owners of Edengate Travel, specializing 
in faith-based tours to Ireland. He particularly enjoys telling the story of 
St. Patrick, C.S. Lewis and Celtic Christianity. Samuel’s background is 
Presbyterian and his wife is from Minneapolis. He spent many years 
teaching Religious Education in schools.   



 

 

Baggage Information 

 

Two words say it best: Travel light. Airlines allow one checked suitcase and one carry-

on bag. Your checked suitcase can be no larger than 62 inches (length + width + depth) 

including the handle, pockets and wheels. If it is more than 50 pounds (23 kg), take 

something out! Your bag will be weighed at the airport. If it is overweight, you will 

have to leave something or pay an extra fee.  

Your carry on bag can be no larger than 45 inches (14” 

long + 9” high + 22” wide).  It can weigh no more than 

40 pounds and you must be able to lift the bag into the 

overhead locker unaided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to your carry-on bag, you may carry one 

laptop-sized bag, handbag, or briefcase. The 

maximum dimensions are 35 inches (10’ long + 9” 

high + 17’ wide) and it should fit beneath the seat in 

front of you. 

 

Be sure to attach the Reformation Tours baggage tags to both your suitcase and your 

carry-on bag. Baggage handlers will more easily identify our bags as we move from bus 

to hotel and back. 

 

As you pack, leave room for items you purchase 

along the way. Place prescriptions and cameras in 

your carry-on bag. 
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Liquids in Carry Ons 

Restrictions on the quantities of liquids, gels or pastes, are: 

* They must be in individual containers not exceeding 3 ounces. 

* The containers must be carried in a separate, clear-plastic, zip-top or re-sealable bag. 

* The bag must not exceed 8-inches-by-8-inches. 

* The bag must not exceed one liter capacity. (Quart-size is okay.) 

* The bag must be completely closed. 

* The items must fit comfortably in the bag. 

* The bag must be x-ray screened separately from other hand baggage at the airport 

security points. 

* Before boarding, secondary searches may be performed if you are carrying liquids. 

 

Passports 

All U.S. citizens must carry a valid passport. Your passport should be valid for at least 

6 months after the expected date of return.  Reformation Tours has a photocopy of 

your passport, but we also recommend that you put a photocopy in your luggage. The 

copy is not a substitute for the original but can facilitate replacement of yours should 

that become necessary. DON’T LOSE YOUR ORIGINAL!!! 

 

Luggage Tags and Documents 

Place the Reformation Tours luggage tags on both your checked bag and your carry-

on bag. These will help baggage handlers, both at the airport and at hotels, easily 

identify which bags belong with our group and which ones do not. 

 

Do not place passports, airline tickets, or money in your luggage. Carry these items 

with you. 

 

Make a copy of each credit card or debit card and the institution’s emergency contact 

number. These will help if your cards are lost or stolen.  

 

A money belt or a travel purse with built-in protections can be useful. If you choose a 

money belt, be sure to get one that fastens without snaps as those may be easily torn 

off. It is a good idea to keep money and valuables in more than one location, such as 

dividing them between husband and wife or between roommates. Leave valuables, 

especially any with sentimental value, at home.  
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Weather in the UK 

The weather in the UK can be excellent in summer, although British weather is always 

rather unpredictable. Layering is the best way to prepare for the day. Plan to bring a 

collapsible umbrella and a waterproof jacket.  

 

Weather in London 

 
 

 

Weather in Edinburgh 
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Weather in Dublin 
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Money 

Using an ATM is the best way to get cash in foreign currency (Pounds Sterling) at the 
best exchange rates. A fee of about $3-$5 per transaction will be charged. Check with 
your bank for locations of ATMs that will accept your bankcard and for fees your 
banks may charge. You may need to change your PIN to 4 digits. 
 
Taking a well-known credit card such as Visa or MasterCard is a good idea. Again, 
check with your bank for your PIN. Although many credit card companies are adding 
a 2% surcharge for international transactions, Chase Bank and Capital One are not 
doing so at this time. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Tips on Tipping 

 
Hotels: Porter: £1 per bag- included on group tour hotels; Chambermaid: £1 per 
day (optional) 
Taxis: Round up to about 10%.  Transfers: £5 per car would be about 8%.   
Restaurants: Gratuities are included in the price of all the group meals, so there’s no 
need for an additional tip. For all other meals, the British tip around 10%. 
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Shopping 

Some stores offer “free shipping/no tax” on purchases you buy and have shipped 
directly to the U.S. Upon delivery however, duty tax will be imposed according to the 
value of the items. We recommend only buying things that can be carried in your 
suitcase or carry-on bag since the shipping process can be lengthy and uncertain. 
 
Clothing and shoe sizes 
differ from the U. S. Major 
stores may have 
comparison charts posted, 
but it is best to try on 
garments before buying 
them.  

 
 
 
How to get a VAT refund 
1. Get a VAT 407 form from the retailer - they might ask for proof that you are 
eligible, e.g. your passport. 
2. Show the goods, the completed form and your receipts to customs when you leave 
the UK. 
3. Customs will approve your form if everything is in order. You then take the 
approved form to get paid.  
 
Getting paid 
You can either get paid immediately at a refund booth, at the airport, or send the 
approved form to the retailer or their refund company. The retailer will tell you how 
you’ll get paid. Some retailers charge a fee for handling your form. This money will be 
deducted from your refund. If there are no customs officials available, you can leave 
your form in a customs post box. Customs will check it and contact your retailer to 
arrange the refund if everything is in order.  
 
U.S. Customs 
A  U.S. resident, if he or she has been out of the states for more than 48 hours, may 
bring home $800 worth of retail goods without paying duty on them. There is a flat 
duty of 10% on the next $1,000 worth of purchases. After that, the duty varies, 
depending on the items purchased. Keep a complete record of your purchases (with 
receipts) and have it handy for Customs. U.S. Customs may confiscate certain food 
products such as meats and fruits and contraband items such as ivory, which is on the 
endangered list. 
 
Items mailed to the U.S. are subject to duty when they arrive. They cannot be included 
in your exemption, and duty on them cannot be prepaid. You can obtain additional 
information by contacting the nearest U.S. Customs Office.  
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Copthorne Tara, London 

 
 
The Copthorne Tara Hotel London Kensington is an elegant, contemporary, four-star 
hotel in elegant Kensington, located just two minutes walk from High Street 
Kensington underground station, which makes exploring easy. The hotel is within 
close proximity to the shops of High Street Kensington, Knightsbridge and Westfield 
London, Olympia Conference Centre, Royal Albert Hall, Kensington Palace and Hyde 
Park. 

Scarsdale Place, Kensington, London, W8 5SR, UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7937 7211 

www.millenniumhotels.com 

 

Page 17 

 



 

 

Park Inn, Bedford 

 
 
This hotel in Bedford boasts a central location along the River Great Ouse. Guests 
can walk to many of the city’s restaurants, pubs and shops. All 120 guest rooms 
include free Wireless High-speed Internet. 

 
2 St. Mary´s Street, Bedfordshire, MK42 0AR, UK 

Tel: +44 (0) 1234 799988 
www.parkinn.co.uk/hotel-bedford 
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Monkbar Hotel, York 

 
 
Just outside the door are the historic city walls and just minutes away are York's major 
attractions like York Minster and the legendary Shambles district. This hotel is freshly 
done with a £3 million renovation and has been upgraded to a 4 star hotel. Head Chef 
Ben does a superb hearty Yorkshire breakfast. There is free WiFi throughout the hotel. 

 
St Maurice’s Road, North Yorkshire, YO31 7JA, UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1904 638086 
www.bw-monkbarhotelyork.co.uk/ 
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BW Braidhills Hotel, Edinburgh 

 
 
The Best Western Braid Hills Hotel, built in 1886, offers panoramic views of 
Edinburgh Castle, Arthurs Seat and the Firth of Forth. The Victorian building has 
distinctive corner towers, stained glass windows and original ceiling cornicing. The 
spacious and airy restaurant features a number of uniquely Scottish dishes.  

 
134 Braid Road 

Edinburgh 
Lothian 

EH10 6JD 
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Stormont Hotel, Belfast 

 
 

The Stormont Hotel is located in the leafy suburbs of Belfast, with access to the main 
public transport routes and it is ten minutes from the heart of Belfast. The 4 star 
Stormont is located adjacent to Stormont Castle and overlooking the beautiful 
grounds of the Stormont Estate making it an ideal base for Belfast.  

Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3LP, Northern Ireland 
Tel: +44 (0) 28 9065 1066 

www.hastingshotels.com/stormont-hotel 
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Academy Plaza, Dublin 

 
 
Academy Plaza Hotel is one of the most conveniently located hotels in Dublin city 
center. Situated near O’Connell Street, it is just a short stroll from world class 
shopping, Trinity College, St. Stephens Green, galleries, and other famous city sights.  
 

10-14 Findlater Place, Dublin 1, Ireland 
Tel: +353 1 878 0666 

www.academyplazahotel.ie 
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A Royal Heritage 

This chart is from 2013, but it’s a fun summary of some of the more memorable 

monarchs and their mark on history.  
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London 

London is the political, economic and cultural capital of Britain. Around 230 

languages are spoken here and you'll find a wealth of different cultures and 

communities throughout the capital. London's history stretches back over thousands 

of years, and the city boasts four World Heritage Sites: the Palace of Westminster 

and Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London, Maritime Greenwich and the Royal 

Botanic Gardens. London's world-class tourist attractions are renowned across the 

globe. Many of the most famous attractions are free to visit, for example Tate 

Modern, the National Gallery and the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

 

 John Wesley’s Chapel, Wesley’s home and the Museum of Methodism 

In the eighteenth century, while the 

Americans were declaring their 

independence from Britain, the 

British were building Wesley's 

Chapel in London. This church is of 

great importance to Methodists 

around the world and has been 

dubbed the "Cathedral of World 

Methodism." John Wesley (1703-

1791) was an Anglican minister, 

evangelist, and the founder of 

Methodism. The site in the City of 

London includes not only Wesley's 

chapel but also his house, his tomb, 

the Foundry Chapel, and the 

excellent Museum of Methodism. 

Wesley's tomb is behind the chapel. 

Wesley's House was built next door 

to his chapel in 1779. Wesley spent 

the last 11 winters of his life here 

and died in his bedroom on March 2, 1791. Visitors can view many of John Wesley's 

belongings inside the house. The Museum of Methodism, in the chapel's crypt, traces 

the history of Methodism from Wesley to the present day. It includes original letters 

penned by John and Charles Wesley, John's pulpit, items associated with Methodism's 

missionary work around the world, and a small gift shop. It faces Bunhill Fields across 

the street, where his mother Susanna is buried. 
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Bunhill Field’s Cemetery 

It is the final earthly rest of many heroes of the faith. It is a non-conformist / 

Protestant Separatists’ cemetery and well worth a visit. Walking through, you’ll see the 

graves of Susanna Wesley, John Bunyan, (writer of Pilgrim’s Progress), Daniel 

Defoe and the hymn writer Isaac Watts ("When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"; 

"Come, Ye that Love the Lord"; "O God, Our Help in Ages Past").  

 

St. Paul’s Cathedral 

St Paul's Cathedral was built around 1680 after the great fire of London, but a church 

dedicated to St Paul has stood here since 604AD. Designed by Sir Christopher Wren, 

the current St Paul's remains an imposing landmark in the London skyline. St Paul's is 

the heart of the Church of England and many royal weddings, birthday thanksgivings 

and funerals take place there, including the marriage of Charles and Diana. One of the 

highlights of a visit to St Paul's is the Whispering Gallery in the dome where, due to its 

multilayer construction, you can whisper to the wall and be heard on the opposite side 

of the gallery. For spectacular views across London, you can climb to the top of the 

dome. There’s an American Memorial Chapel at the east end of the cathedral.  

 

  Houses of Parliament 

The Palace of Westminster, more commonly known as the Houses of Parliament, is 

right on the River Thames. A magnificent Neo-Gothic building dating from the 1840s, 

it is most recognizable from the clock tower at one end known as Big Ben. (In fact, 

Big Ben is actually the bell inside the tower.). Parliament is made up of two houses: 

the House of Commons and the House of Lords and both have their meeting 

chambers here. Once a year, usually around May, the Queen visits and from her 

throne in the House of Lords officially opens the new session of Parliament. 

 

Westminster Abbey 

Westminster Abbey has long been the worshiping place for kings and queens, and it 

has a long and rich history. Since 1066, Westminster Abbey been the coronation 

church - 38 kings and queens of England have been crowned here. It is used for many 

state occasions, including the wedding of Queen Elizabeth II, Princess Diana's 

funeral, and it’s the resting place for 17 monarchs. The abbey is full of art and 

monuments to soldiers, statesmen, artists and poets including Shakespeare and 

Charles Dickens. Benedictine monks established the site as a monastery in 960 and the 

current majestic and beautiful Gothic abbey was built in 1245. The College Garden is 

around 1,000 years old, possibly the oldest garden in England.  
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London Eye 

Since it was officially opened on New Year's Eve 1999 it has become one of London's 

most popular attractions. It has 32 sealed 'pod' capsules, fitting a total of 800 people, 

revolving on a huge Ferris wheel. One go-around takes half an hour with the wheel 

rotating at only twice the speed of a tortoise sprinting, so you can step on and off 

without the wheel needing to stop! The London Eye is the fourth-tallest structure in 

London, so the far-reaching views over London are spectacular. On a clear day you 

can see as far as Windsor Castle. 

 

The Jerusalem Chambers 

These are now private rooms of the Deanery and not open to the public. In the past 

many historic meetings have been held here: the committees engaged on writing the 

Authorized Version of the Bible in 1611, the Revised Version in 1870, the New 

English Bible in 1961 and the Revised English Bible in 1989. In the winter of 1643 the 

Westminster Assembly of Divines met in the Chamber, and the Upper House of 

Convocation has often gathered here. 

 

 
 

Covent Garden  

Covent Garden is an area of London centered on a popular covered market in the 

heart of London. Once a monks' convent garden in the 13th century, it quickly 

developed into a fruit and vegetable market for the city, was redeveloped in 1630 by 

the Earl of Bedford to be ringed by fashionable residences modeled on Italian piazzas, 

then became a center for theater and opera. Today the covered market building is a 



 

 

home to shops selling gourmet and specialist foods and souvenirs. The Royal Opera 

House remains located in Covent Garden, and the piazza area is long famous for its 

street performers. 

 

Tower of London 

The Tower of London is one of London’s most historic palaces. The central White 

Tower was built by William the Conqueror after his invasion of England in 1066. 

Since 1485, the iconic red and black-uniformed Beefeaters have been guarding the 

Tower. Also crucial to security are the ravens. Superstition has it that if the ravens 

leave, the Monarchy will fall. Consequently at least six pampered ravens are kept in 

residence at all times. The magnificent Crown Jewels are here. In the past, the Tower 

of London has also served as palace, jail, zoo, Royal Astronomy and fortress.  

 

British Museum  

Founded in 1753, the British Museum’s remarkable collection spans over two million 

years of human history. Enjoy a unique comparison of the treasures of world cultures 

under one roof, centered around the magnificent Great Court. The Easter 

Island Statue, known as Hoa Hakananai'a is a moai from Easter Island in the Pacific 

Ocean, one of the most remote inhabited islands in the world. Polynesians first settled 

on it before AD 800. It has been described as a "masterpiece, without a doubt, the 

finest example of Easter Island sculpture". The Rosetta Stone is one of the most 

famous objects in the British Museum. It shows a 196 BC. decree in three scripts: 

Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs, Demotic script, and Ancient Greek. Because it presents 

essentially the same text in all, it was an important aid in translating ancient scripts. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demotic_(Egyptian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
http://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/place/22249


 

 

Windsor  

Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest inhabited castle in the world. It has been the 

family home of British kings and queens for almost 1,000 years. It is an official 

residence of Her Majesty the Queen, whose standard flies from the Round Tower 

when she is in residence. The Queen spends most of her private weekends at Windsor 

and takes up official residence for a month over Easter (March to April), known as 

Easter Court. The Queen is also at Windsor for one week each June, when she attends 

Royal Ascot and the service of the Order of the Garter. 

 

Windsor is still very much a working royal palace. The Castle is used regularly for 

ceremonial and State occasions. It is here that The Queen often hosts State Visits 

from overseas monarchs and presidents. St George’s Hall makes a spectacular setting 

for a State Banquet, when a single table, stretching the length of the hall and seating 

160 people, is decorated with porcelain, and silver-gilt from the Royal Collection. 

 

Occasionally The Queen hosts a ‘dine and sleep’, when Her Majesty invites important 

figures, such as political leaders, Ambassadors, High Commissioners or the heads of 

Commonwealth nations, to have dinner at the Castle, before showing them a special 

display of items from the Royal Library. The guests then spend a night at the Castle 

and depart after breakfast the following morning.  

 

  



 

 

St George’s Chapel within the Castle Precincts is the spiritual home of the Order of 

the Garter, the oldest order of chivalry in the world. Founded at Windsor by Edward 

III in 1348, its Knights still attend a Service of Thanksgiving in the chapel of their 

patron, St George, processing in their robes and insignia through the Castle Precincts. 

Today, the Order consists of The Queen, The Prince of Wales and 24 Knight 

Companions. There are also Royal Knights and Foreign or ‘stranger’ Knights. St 

George’s Chapel remains an active center for worship, with daily services. 

 

 
 

The State Apartments 

Windsor Castle has been the home of 39 monarchs, and the appearance of the State 

Apartments today reflects the changing tastes of the Castle’s royal occupants, 

particularly Charles II (r.1660-85) and George IV (r.1820-30). Charles II set out to 

rival the achievements of his cousin, Louis XIV, at Versailles in France.  He 

modernized the Castle’s interiors, which became the grandest State Apartments in 

England, with painted ceilings by Antonio Verrio and carvings by Grinling Gibbons. 

 

The State Apartments are furnished with some of the finest works of art from the 

Royal Collection, including paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens and Canaletto.  Many of 

the works of art are still in the historic settings for which they were first collected or 

commissioned by the Kings and Queens who have lived at Windsor. 
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Oxford 

With arguably the most famous university in the world, Oxford has been a 

center of learning since 1167, with only the Sorbonne preceding it. Victorian 

writer Matthew Arnold aptly described Oxford's "dreaming spires." The town 

center is compact and walkable, and at its heart is Oxford University with its 38 

colleges and 6 Permanent Private Halls. Alumni of this prestigious institution 

include 48 Nobel Prize winners, 26 British prime ministers (including David 

Cameron), and 28 foreign presidents (including Bill Clinton), along with poets, 

authors, and artists such as Percy Bysshe Shelley, Oscar Wilde, and W. H. 

Auden. 

 

Martyr’s Monument 

The Martyrs' Memorial is an imposing stone monument standing at the intersection of 

the southern end of St Giles Street in Oxford. It commemorates where Bishops Hugh 

Latimer (1485-1555), Nicholas Ridley (1503-

1555) and Archbishop Thomas Cranmer (1489 

– 1555), were burned at the stake for failure to 

subscribe to the doctrine of transubstantiation. 

The bishops were tried for heresy at 

the University Church of St Mary the 

Virgin and imprisoned at the Bocado Prison 

near St Michael at the North Gate Church, 

before being burned at the stake just outside 

the city walls in Broad Street. There is a marker 

on the street showing the location.  

Latimer and Ridley were executed on October 16, 1555. According to legend, Latimer 

said to his friend Ridley as the flames began to burn: "Be of good comfort, Master 

Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light such a candle, by God's grace, in 

England, as I trust shall never be put out." 

Thomas Cranmer recanted his Protestant teachings publicly and in writing, but Mary 

was not convinced of his sincerity and sentenced him to death anyway. Before his 

execution, Cranmer recanted his recantation from the pulpit of St. Mary's University 

Church and declared himself a Protestant. When he was burned at the stake, on March 

21, 1556, he thrust his right hand in the flames first until it burned away, proclaiming: 

"I have sinned, in that I signed with my hand what I did not believe with my heart."  
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Carfax Tower 

For a bird's-eye view of the city and colleges, climb Carfax Tower, located in the 

center of the city. This structure is distinguished by its clock and figures that strike on 

the quarter-hour. Carfax Tower is all that remains from St. Martin's Church, where 

William Shakespeare once stood as godfather for William Davenant, who also became 

a successful playwright. A church stood on this site from 1032 until 1896. The tower 

used to be higher, but after 1340 it was lowered, following complaints from the 

university to Edward III that townspeople threw stones and fired arrows at students 

during town-and-gown disputes. 

 

St. Michael at the North Gate Church 

St. Michael at the North Gate is the oldest building in Oxford dating back to the 11th 

Century and remains a flourishing city church to this date. Cranmer, Ridley and 

Latimer were held in the Bocardo prison that was formerly attached to the church 

tower, before being taken in 1556 to be burned at the stake in Broad Street. The door 

to their cell can be seen on display in the Tower. It is recorded that John Wesley 

preached the Michaelmas sermon from the pulpit.  

 

Christ Church College and Cathedral  

Christ Church was originally founded by Cardinal Wolsey as Cardinal's College in 

1524. The college buildings took over the site of St. Frideswide's Monastery, which 

was suppressed by Wolsey to fund his college. During the English Civil War (1642-

1646) King Charles I lived at Christ Church. He held his Parliament in the Great Hall 

and attended services in the Cathedral. After the war and the restoration of the 

monarchy in 1660, the College was rewarded for its loyalty to the House of Stuart by 

being able to raise enough money to complete the main quadrangle (Tom Quad). A 

former student, Sir Christopher Wren, was commissioned to design a new bell tower 

in 1682, which houses the bell, Great Tom, from which the tower and the quad get 

their names. 

 
Hertford College 

This college was founded in 1282 as Hart Hall, but has also been known as Magdalen 

Hall. William Tyndale (approx. 1494-1536) studied here while it was still known as 

Hart Hall. He later became known as the “Father of the English Bible” after translating 

the first popular and readily-available New Testament in English.  
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Magdalen College 

Magdalen, pronounced “Maudlin” is regarded as Oxford’s most majestic college. 

Among its many famous members are Cardinal Wolsey (1473-1530), and the author 

John Foxe (1516-1587). 

 
Lincoln College, Wesley Memorial Room 

Lincoln College was 

founded by Richard 

Fleming, Bishop of 

Lincoln, in 1427, as a 

training college for 

clergy. In March 1726 

John Wesley's father 

was able to announce 

with pride, "My Jack is 

a Fellow of Lincoln". 

He graduated from 

Christ Church and the 

room in the college is 

now available for visits 

(by prior arrangement).   

 

Balliol College 

Balliol is one of Oxford’s oldest colleges. It was founded in 1282 by John de Balliol, 

whose son later became king of Scotland. It was a penance after John insulted the 

Bishop of Durham. John Wycliffe (1329-1384), called "the Morning Star of the 

Reformation", studied at Oxford where he became a leading philosopher and master of 

Baliol College. He translated the Bible into English (from Latin texts), and as an early 

Reformer, he preached against the Pope's secular sovereignty and infallibility, 

acknowledging the Bible as the only source of truth. His tracts, read by John Hus, 

sparked a reformation in Bohemia. His followers were called Lollards. 

 

Eagle and Child Pub 

This pub located near the Martyr’s Memorial is also known as the Bird and Baby. The 

group known as the Inklings used to meet on Tuesday mornings in this pub. The 

landlord allowed them private use of “the Rabbit Room” in the back of the pub. The 

Inklings consisted of C.S. Lewis, his brother Warren Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien among 

others. The group came from diverse Christian backgrounds, but stood together 

against secular culture in the university.  



 

 

Bedford 

In Bedford, we will learn more about John Bunyan, the author of Pilgrim’s Progress. 

He was arrested and imprisoned for 12 years, for preaching without a license from the 

Church of England. We will see the plaque where the county gaol stood in the 17th 

century and tour the Bunyan Meeting Church and Museum. 

 

County Gaol  

A plaque in the pavement at the junction of High Street and Silver Street marks the 

corner where the County Gaol (jail) stood until it was demolished in 1801. It is 

generally believed that Bunyan served both of his prison sentences here, from 1660 to 

1672 and from 1676 to 1677. It was during the first of these that he wrote The Pilgrim’s 

Progress. The gaol was dirty and overcrowded, but some privileges were allowed. As a 

result Bunyan received daily visits from his daughter Mary, who brought him food and 

soup for his supper.  

Bunyan’s Statue  

The bronze statue of Bunyan that stands on St Peter’s Green at the northern end of 

the High Street was presented to the Town in 1874 by Hastings, Duke of Bedford. 

The 9 foot tall figure, weighing over three tonnes, was sculptured by Sir J E Boehm. 

Around the pedestal are three bronze panels illustrating different scenes from The 

Pilgrim’s Progress. 

 

Bunyan Meeting Free Church and John Bunyan Museum  

One of Bunyan’s first duties, on being 

elected Pastor of the Independent 

Congregation after his release from the 

County Gaol, was to find a permanent 

meeting place for his church. In 1672, 

Bunyan bought a barn and orchard in Mill 

Street for the sum of £50, which was 

subsequently converted into a place of 

meeting. In 1707, it was replaced by a 

Meeting House, and in 1850 the present church was erected.  

The bronze doors at the entrance to the church have ten panels depicting scenes 

from The Pilgrim’s Progress, and starting from the bottom left-hand corner can be read 

left to right. The church has fine examples of 20th & 21st century stained glass, 

including John Bunyan in gaol one of the most recognized pieces of stained glass in 

the world’.  
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York 

Named "Eboracum" by the Romans, York was the military capital of Roman Britain, 

and traces of garrison buildings survive throughout the city. After the Roman Empire 

collapsed in the 5th century, the Saxons built "Eoforwic" on the ruins of a fort, but 

were soon defeated by Vikings, who called the town "Jorvik" and used it as a base 

from which to subjugate the countryside. The Normans came in the 11th century and 

emulated the Vikings by using the town as a military base. 

 

In 306 Constantine was proclaimed emperor here. In 312 he issued a general edict of 

toleration for the Christian Church and York became a center of Christianity.  In 314, 

one of three English bishops who attended the Council of Arles came from York and 

is traditionally called Eborius. Little is known of the church at that time or for the next 

three hundred years, but the beginning of York's role as a major Christian center can 

be dated precisely to the baptism of King Edwin of Northumbria on Easter Day 627. 

Here’s the brief story: 

 

Paulinus had been sent to Kent from Rome in 601 to assist Augustine in the 

conversion of the Saxon kingdoms of England. In 625, he undertook a mission 

to Northumbria, taking with him Ethelburga, daughter of King Ethelbert of 

Kent, as a Christian bride for the pagan King Edwin. Ethelburga had agreed to 

the marriage on condition that she was allowed to practise her Christian faith. 

After much deliberation with Paulinus, Edwin himself embraced the new 

teaching and was baptized with many of his relatives and followers, including his 

thirteen-year-old great niece Hilda, who later founded the monastery at Whitby. 

A church has been here since 627 when the city became an early center of 

Christian learning. 

 

The Shambles old town district 

The Shambles is Europe’s most visited street, and was mentioned in the Domesday  

Book in 1066. Its name is thought to derive from ‘Shammel’, an anglo-saxon word for 

the shelves which were a prominent feature of the open shop-fronts. The Shambles 

was a street of butchers’ shops and houses, many complete with a slaughterhouse at 

the back of the premises, ensuring a ready supply of fresh meat. The overhanging 

timber-framed fronts of the buildings are deliberately close-set so as to give shelter to 

the ‘wattle and daub’ walls below.  This would also have protected the meat from any 

direct sunshine. It’s now an attractive area with shops, cafes and homes.  
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Ancient city walls 

Almost 3 miles of original medieval town walls remain around York, more than any 

other city in England. In the 9th century, invading Vikings buried the original Roman 

defensive walls, built some 1900 years ago, under earthen ramparts topped with 

wooden stakes. These in turn were replaced by the current stone walls in the 13th and 

14th centuries. In the mid-19th century the walls, which had fallen into disrepair, were 

restored and maintained for public access, and you can now walk along a narrow 

paved path at the top and enjoy outstanding views (the whole circuit takes about two 

hours). In spring, the remains of the Viking embankment at the base are alive with 

daffodils. The walls are crossed periodically by York's distinctive "bars," or fortified 

gates: the portcullis on Monk's Bar on Goodramgate is still in working order, and 

Walmgate Bar in the east is the only gate in England with an intact barbican, although 

one scarred by the cannonballs during the Civil War. Bootham Bar in Exhibition 

Square was the defensive bastion for the north road, and Micklegate Bar, in the city's 

southwest corner, was traditionally the monarch's entrance. To access the path and 

lookout towers, find a staircase at one of the many breaks in the walls. 

 

York Minster Cathedral 

York Minster is a beautiful and imposing Gothic cathedral in York. It is the seat of an 

archbishop second in rank only to that of Canterbury and boasts a huge collection of 

medieval stained glass. The present Minster is the fourth to stand on the site. 

Construction was begun in 1220 and not completed until 1475. Its principal features 

are the magnificent West Front, massive central tower and an area of medieval stained 

glass which probably exceeds that all found in the rest of England combined.  

 

In Minster Yard, close to the main visitors' entrance, there is a statue 

of Constantine (c274-337), who was in York when he was proclaimed Emperor of 

Rome in 306 on the death of his father Constantius. He is shown seated, with one arm 

draped over the back of his chair and the other resting on his sword, whose tip lies 

broken on the ground. At the Battle of Milvian Bridge in 312, Constantine had a 

vision of the Cross with the message "In this Sign, Conquer". The validity of this 

experience has been much debated, but in 313 he issued the Edict of Milan, which 

ended the persecution of Christians and gave full toleration to the church. For better 

or worse, it also led indirectly to the concept of Christendom where the objectives of 

the church became increasingly identified with those of the state and vice versa. 

 

The Reformation led to the first Protestant archbishop, the looting of much of the 

cathedral's treasures, and the loss of much of the church lands. Under Elizabeth I 

there was a concerted effort to remove all traces of Catholicism from the cathedral, 

leading to much destruction of tombs, windows, and altars.  



 

 

Hadrian’s Wall  

Hadrian's Wall once marked the northern frontier of the Roman Empire. Today, 

remnants of the wall wander across pastures and hills, stretching 73 miles across the 

width of Britain from sea to sea, to keep out the troublesome Pictish tribes from what 

is now Scotland. At Emperor Hadrian's command, the wall was finished in AD 126. 

During the Roman era it was the most heavily fortified wall in the world, with walls 15 

feet high and 9 feet thick. 

 

Spaced at 5-mile intervals along the wall were massive forts, which could house up to 

1,000 soldiers. Every mile was marked by a thick-walled milecastle (a fort that housed 

about 30 soldiers), and between each milecastle were two turrets, each lodging four 

men who kept watch. For more than 250 years the Roman army used the wall to 

control travel and trade and to fortify Roman Britain against the barbarians to the 

north. 

 

Vindolanda is an excellent place to see Roman excavations. There's a well-designed 

museum with Roman artifacts and a film that puts it all into historical context.  

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Edinburgh 
 

Edinburgh has been recognized as the capital of Scotland since the 15th century. It’s  

home to the Scottish Parliament and the seat of the monarchy in Scotland. The city is 

also the annual venue of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland and home 

to national institutions such as the National Museum of Scotland, the National Library 

of Scotland and the Scottish National Gallery. It is the largest financial centre in the 

UK after London.  

         

The Royal Mile 

The Royal Mile is the name given to a succession of streets forming the main 

thoroughfare of the Old Town of the city of Edinburgh in Scotland. The 

thoroughfare, as the name suggests, is approximately one Scots mile long and runs 

downhill between Edinburgh Castle and Holyrood Palace. The Royal Mile is the 

busiest tourist street in the Old Town, rivaled only by Princes Street in New Town. 

 

Holyrood Palace 

Built during the 15th 

century in the abbey 

grounds, Holyrood 

Palace became the 

preferred royal 

residence of Kings 

James I, II, and III—all 

of whom were married 

in the abbey church. A 

fire destroyed the 

palace in the 16th century, but it was rebuilt by the Stuart kings. It was here that Mary 

Queen of Scots attempted to dispute the truth of Christianity with John Knox. After 

Mary’s son James VI of Scotland, James I of England, accepted the English throne, 

the palace lost much of its importance. In 1650, Cromwell lived here during his 

invasion of Scotland. Today, the Queen stays here on visits to Edinburgh and hosts 

garden parties.  

Museum of Edinburgh 

The Museum of Edinburgh (Huntly House) is located in three interconnected 16th and 

17th century townhouses. The museum traces the history of Edinburgh from its 

earliest days as a pre-historic settlement to its Roman occupation to present day. The 

museum contains an eclectic collection of items: elegant Edinburgh silver and glass, 

Scottish pottery, and the original plans for the Georgian New Town.  The most 



 

 

important artifact is the National Covenant—a charter demanding religious freedom, 

which was signed in 1638. The creaky wooden floors and view out to the rear 

courtyard give some sense of what the Old Town was like in the 16th century.   

 

St. Giles Cathedral 

St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh with 

its distinctive crown-shaped steeple, 

has been a factor in Scotland’s 

religious history for 900 years. The 

present church dates from the 14th 

century.  Since the Reformation, it 

has been known as “The Mother 

Church of Presbyterianism,” despite 

Archbishop Laud’s attempts to 

force Anglicanism again on the 

Scots. John Knox was installed here 

as pastor on July 7, 1559 after his 

return from Geneva, where he had fled during the persecutions of Bloody Mary’s 

tyrannical rule. He powerfully preached the sovereignty of God from its high pulpit, 

waging war against Mary Queen of Scots and her attempts to revive Rome’s influence. 

 

Magdalen Chapel 

In the Magdalen Chapel, the inaugural General Assembly of the reformed church’s 

leaders took place in December, 1560 in the days of John Knox. In 1578, Magdalen 

housed the General Assembly, with Andrew Melville leading, while discussing plans 

for the famous Second Book of Discipline. The chapel was used for Scottish 

Covenanter meetings, or Conventicles, during 1660-1680. After the Revolution, the 

Chapel was used as a place of worship by Episcopalians, and in the eighteenth century, 

a Baptist congregation met there for a number of years. Part of the Chapel, or a 

building adjoining, was used as a printing press in the mid-eighteenth century. 

 

Edinburgh Castle 

Britain’s most famous castle, Edinburgh Castle, is perched on a jagged rock 

dominating the landscape of the city. Built by King Malcolm, it was held against the 

English by his wife Queen Margaret in 1093. James IV of Scotland—James I of 

England—was born here in 1566. Some of the items the castles houses are the 

Honours (Crown Jewels) of Scotland, the Stone of Destiny (believed to have been 

used as a pillow by Jacob in the biblical story of Jacob’s ladder), Mons Meg (one of the 

largest cannons to be created in the 15th century) and the National War Museum of 

Scotland. 
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St. Andrews 

St Andrews is known 

worldwide as the home of 

Golf, and also boasts 

Scotland's oldest university. 

The St Andrews Royal and 

Ancient Golf Club first met 

here in 1754, though it was 

first played here as early as 

the 15th century. The Old 

Course, which you can still 

play, is most famous of the 

town's eight championship 

courses, and has played host to some of the world’s finest golfers at the British Open 

Championship over the years. 

 

St Andrews University 

The university, founded in 1410, dominates the centre of town. The elegant, ivy-clad 

buildings and delightful quadrangles and gardens have seen a procession of famous 

graduates such as Prince William. One of the top universities in Britain, St Andrews is 

often compared to Oxford and Cambridge for its defining presence and the collegiate 

feel it gives to the town. 

 

St. Andrews Castle 

On a rocky crag to the north of St. Andrews stand the romantic ruins of the city's 

castle, the main residence of the bishops and archbishops of St. Andrews. From this 

precipice, local bishops—who were effectively princes—ruled the surrounding area 

throughout the Middle Ages. The castle has a superb strategic position, with steep 

cliffs falling to the sea on three sides 

and a deep moat on the fourth side. St. 

Andrews also has an underground 

16th-century siege mine and counter-

mine, and a 'bottle dungeon,' one of 

the most infamous castle prisons in 

medieval Britain, which was cut out of 

the solid rock. John Knox and George 

Wishart may have been imprisoned in 

this dank and airless space.  
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St. Andrews Cathedral 

St. Andrews Cathedral was built between 1160 and 1318. At the height of its power, 

the cathedral was the largest church in Scotland and the most powerful politically. In 

June 1559, John Knox visited St. Andrews to preach a rabble-rousing sermon inspired 

by the memory of the death of his friend John Wishart, who was burnt at the stake 

after a trial in the cathedral a few years earlier. Knox’s sermons lead to a mob 

attacking and ransacking the Cathedral. 

 

 
 

Kingsbarn Distillery  

The Kingsbarn Distillery offers guided tours of the distillery and tasting with one of 

their guides. “At Kingsbarns Distillery, we take local Fife area grown barley and water 

from an aquifer 100m below the distillery and through our process of milling, 

mashing, fermentation and distilling fill just 24 casks a week of our fruity and floral 

spirit. The spirit must mature in oak casks for at least 3 years and a day before we can 

call it Single Malt Whisky, so we are looking forward to early 2018 to have our first 

dram!” 
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Stirling 

Stirling was originally a Stone Age settlement as shown by the Randolphfield standing 

stones and Kings Park prehistoric carvings that can still be found south of the town. 

The city has been strategically significant since at least the Roman occupation of 

Britain, due to its naturally defensible crag and tail hill (latterly the site of Stirling 

Castle), and its commanding position at the foot of the Ochil Hills on the border 

between the Lowlands and Highlands, at the lowest crossing point of the River Forth. 

A ford, and later bridge, of the River Forth at Stirling brought wealth and strategic 

influence, as did its port. The town was chartered as a royal burgh by King David in 

the 12th century, with charters later reaffirmed by later monarchs. Major battles during 

the Wars of Scottish Independence took place at the Stirling Bridge in 1297 and at the 

nearby village of Bannockburn in 1314 involving William Wallace and Robert the 

Bruce respectively. There were also several Sieges of Stirling Castle in the conflict, 

notably in 1304.  

 

Church of the Holyrood 

The Church of the Holyrood once served as a royal cathedral. It was here that Mary of 

Guise (1515-60) assumed the role of regent for her infant daughter, Mary Queen of 

Scots, in 1544. Although she was initially tolerant, she increasingly favored the Roman 

Catholic cause, leading to a revolt of Scottish nobles in 1559. Her grandson James VI, 

was baptized here in 1566, with the Scottish Reformer John Knox preaching the 

sermon. The church is a Gothic structure with a magnificent rare oak hammer-beam 

roof. 

 



 

 

Stirling Castle 

Stirling Castle dominates the landscape from the rocky crag overlooking the town. It is 

the Scottish equivalent of Windsor Castle and at least as impressive as its better 

known rival, Edinburgh Castle. The majestic fortress was a popular residence of 

Scottish kings. Here the young James VI was educated by the Scottish Reformer and 

humanist, George Buchanan. The Castle houses some excellent carvings and frescoes, 

and a reconstructed kitchen provides visitors with an insight into the eating habits of 

medieval nobility.  

 

 

  



 

 

Belfast 

Before English and Scottish settlers arrived in the 1600s, Belfast was a tiny village 

belonging to Ulster's ancient O'Neill clan. In the 18th century, Belfast underwent a 

phenomenal expansion—its population doubled every 10 years, despite an ever-

present sectarian divide. Although there was mistrust between the Anglican gentry and 

the native Catholics, Belfast's growth continued at a dizzying speed. The city was a 

great Victorian success story, an industrial boomtown whose prosperity was built on 

trade, especially linen and shipbuilding. Famously (or infamously), the Titanic was 

built here, giving Belfast, for a time, the nickname "Titanic Town." The town is 

undergoing a renaissance and its very popular with tourists. 

 

This is all a welcome change from the period when news about Belfast meant reports 

about "the Troubles." Since the 1994 ceasefire, Northern Ireland's capital city has 

benefited from major hotel investment and has restored all its major public buildings 

such as museums, churches, theaters, City Hall, Ulster Hall—and even the glorious 

Crown Bar—spending millions of pounds on its built heritage. Belfast's city center is 

made up of three roughly contiguous areas that are easy to navigate on foot. From the 

south end to the north, it's about an hour's leisurely walk. 

 
St. Anne's Cathedral 

At the center of the Cathedral Quarter, St. Anne's is a 20th century edifice in the Irish 

Neo-Romanesque style. Lord Carson (1854–1935), who was largely responsible for 

keeping the six counties inside the United Kingdom, is buried here by virtue of a 

special Act of Parliament. His is the only tomb. The 175-foot stainless-steel Spire of 

Hope atop the cathedral's roof adds to the city's skyline and shines brightly as a 

beacon of newfound optimism for the future. The German Luftwaffe bombed this 

section of Belfast during World War II; on the cathedral's Talbot Street side, at No. 

21, the Northern Ireland War Memorial has an interactive exhibit about the war. 

 
Knockbreda Parish Church  

Belfast has so many churches you could visit a different one nearly every day of the 

year and still not make it to them all. The oldest house of worship is the Church of 

Ireland. This dark structure was built in 1737 by Richard Cassels, who designed many 

of Ireland's finest mansions. It quickly became the place to be buried, as evidenced by 

the vast 18th-century tombs in the churchyard. 
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Titanic Belfast  

Titanic Belfast is a 'must see' on any trip to Belfast and has become the most popular 

tourist attraction in Northern Ireland and one of the top attractions in Ireland. 

Housed in an iconic, six-floor building, Titanic Belfast is located in the heart of 

Belfast, right beside the historic site of this world-famous ship’s construction. 

 

The Titanic experience takes you through nine galleries, telling the story of RMS 

Titanic, from her conception in Belfast in the early 1900s, through her construction 

and launch, to her famous maiden voyage and tragic end. The galleries are innovative 

and interactive with many features including diving to the depth of the ocean to 

explore where RMS Titanic now rests. The Titanic story is told at Titanic Belfast in a 

fresh and insightful way. 

 

Guests can not only see and hear the ocean and feel the ships engines rumbling on 

board at the Palm Court Café but can also meet Fredrick Dent Ray, a dining room 

steward and survivor, utilizing technology used in Disneyland’s Haunted Mansion, and 

Universal Studios Florida’s Hogwarts Express attraction. 

 

Northern Ireland War Memorial 

Alongside St. Anne's Cathedral, the memorial building houses an interactive exhibition 

about World War II. During the April 1941 Belfast blitz, this area was bombed by the 

Luftwaffe, resulting in more than a thousand deaths. The memorial's American Wall 



 

 

of Friendship contains a copper frieze perpetuating the wartime bonds created 

between the people of Northern Ireland and the United States. 

 

St. Malachy's Church 

This church opened in 1844 and is one of the most impressive redbrick Tudor Revival 

churches in Ireland and one of Belfast's most architecturally romantic buildings. One 

of the interior highlights is the densely patterned fan-vaulted ceiling, a delightfully 

swirling masterpiece of plasterwork—whose inspiration was taken from the chapel of 

Henry VII at Westminster Abbey in London. The painting over the high 

altarpiece, Journey to Calvary, was carried out by portraitist Felix Piccioni, whose family 

were refugees from the Austrian region of Italy. In 1868 the largest bell in Belfast was 

added to the church but after complaints that its deafening noise was interfering with 

the maturing of whiskey in the nearby Dunville distillery, it was wrapped in felt to 

soften its peal and vibration.  

 

Ulster Museum 

The museum's forte is the history and prehistory of Ireland, using exhibitions to 

colorfully trace the rise of Belfast's crafts, trade, and industry, and offering a reflective 

photographic archive of the Troubles. In addition, the museum has a large natural 

history section, and a trove of jewelry and gold ornaments recovered from the Spanish 

Armada vessel Girona, which sank off the Antrim Coast in 1588.  
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County Antrim 

Giant’s Causeway  

This UNESCO World Heritage Site is a mass of almost 40,000 mostly hexagonal 

pillars of volcanic basalt, clustered like a giant honeycomb and extending hundreds of 

yards into the sea. This "causeway" was created 60 million years ago, when boiling 

lava, erupting from an underground fissure that stretched from the north of Ireland to 

the Scottish coast, crystallized as it burst into the sea. As all Ulster folk know, though, 

the truth is that the giant Finn McCool, in a bid to reach a giantess he'd fallen in love 

with on the Scottish island of Staffa (where the causeway resurfaces), created the 

columns as stepping-stones. The Giant's Causeway Visitor Experience has a glass 

front ensuring spectacular coastal views, and stunning exhibitions explain the power 

of the landscape.  

 

 
  

Bushmills Distillery 

Reputedly, the oldest licensed distillery in the world, Bushmills was first granted a 

charter by King James I in 1608, though historical records refer to a distillery here as 

early as 1276. Bushmills produces the most famous of Irish whiskeys. On the guided 

tour, discover the secrets of the special water from St. Columb's Rill, the story behind 

malted Irish barley, and learn about triple distillation in copper stills and aging (which 

happens for long years in oak casks). You begin in the mashing and fermentation 

room, proceed to the maturing and bottling warehouse, and conclude with the much 

anticipated, complimentary shot of uisce beatha, the "water of life." Try a light lunch 

in the Distillery Kitchen Restaurant or buy souvenirs in the distillery gift shop. 
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Ulster American Folk Park 

The excellent Ulster American Folk Park re-creates a Tyrone village of two centuries 

ago, a log-built American settlement of the same period, and the docks and ships that 

the emigrants to America would have used.  

 

The centerpiece is an old whitewashed cottage, now a museum, which is the ancestral 

home of Thomas Mellon (1813–1908), the U.S. banker and philanthropist. Another 

thatch cottage is a reconstruction of the boyhood home of Archbishop John Hughes, 

founder of New York's St. Patrick's Cathedral.  

 

There are full-scale replicas of Irish peasant cottages, a New York tenement room, 

immigrant transport ship holders, plus a 19th-century Ulster village, complete with 

staff dressed in period costumes. The Mellon Centre for Migration Studies contains 

16,000 books and periodicals, an Irish emigration database including passenger lists 

from 1800 to 1860, emigrant letters, and maps of geographical regions of both Ireland 

and America.  

 

 



 

 

Downpatrick 

St. Patrick Centre 

The Saint Patrick Centre is the only permanent exhibition in the world about 

Ireland's Patron Saint. Through Patrick's own words a light is shone on the 

arrival of Christianity in Ireland and its development through his Mission. 

Internationally renowned Irish actor, Cairan Hinds, who is famous for his work 

in Harry Potter, Road to Perdition and Game of Thrones, gives a voice to Saint 

Patrick and narrates us through his life and adventures from his boyhood in 

Roman Britain to his captivity by Irish pirates, his slavery on Slemish Mountain 

and escape. Their IMAX cinema, bold graphics, sculpture combined with video 

and audio techniques allows visitors explore Patrick's life and the major impact 

of Irish Missionaries on dark Age Europe - a legacy which lasts to this day.  
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Dublin 

The capital of Ireland, Dublin is home more than a third of the nation’s population. 

Unlike other major European cities, there’s a laid-back atmosphere in Dublin that 

makes it feel less like a metropolis and more like a small town. While there are plenty 

of cultural attractions to delight the most avid sightseer, unplanned rambles through 

the city can be just as rewarding. The Book of Kells is housed within the library in 

Trinity College and is a must-see for lovers of art and literature. From historic 

cathedrals like Christ Church and St. Patrick’s to the Guinness Storehouse and the 

pubs in Temple Bar, Dublin is a city that invites exploration. 

 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

Ireland's largest church is St 

Patrick's Cathedral, built 

between 1191 and 1270 on 

the site of an earlier church 

that had stood here since the 

5th century. It was here that 

St Patrick himself reputedly 

baptized the local Celtic 

chieftains. It’s seen as the 

people’s church, while Christ 

Church Cathedral is more 

associated with the British 

establishment. The 

Huguenots were given the 

Lady Chapel in the 17th 

century when they arrived from France to escape persecution.  

 

Trinity College  

Ireland’s most prestigious university was founded in 1592 by Queen Elizabeth 1 on 

the site of an Augustinian monastery.  The campus is a masterpiece of architecture and 

landscaping beautifully preserved in Georgian aspic. Most of the buildings and statues 

date from the 18th and 19th centuries, each elegantly laid out on a cobbled or grassy 

square. The main attractions are the Old Library and the Book of Kells, housed in the 

Treasury.  
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Book of Kells  

The Book of Kells is the centerpiece of an exhibition which attracts more than 

500,000 visitors to Trinity College, Dublin each year. Written around the year 800 AD, 

the Book of Kells contains a richly decorated copy of the four gospels in a Latin text 

based on the Vulgate edition (completed by St Jerome in 384 AD). The script is 

embellished by the elaboration of key words and phrases and by an endlessly inventive 

range of decorated initials and interlinear drawings. The book contains complex 

scenes normally interpreted as the Arrest of Christ, His Temptation, and images of 

Christ, the Virgin and Child, St Matthew and St John.  

 

Guinness Storehouse 

Ireland's all-dominating brewery, founded in 1759, spans a 60-acre spread west of 

Christ Church Cathedral. Not surprisingly, it's the most popular tourist destination in 

town, as the Irish national drink is Guinness stout, a dark brew made with roasted 

malt. The Guinness Storehouse is a spectacular attraction and covers six floors about 

the brewing process and its history, with antique presses and vats, a look at bottle and 

can design through the ages, a history of the Guinness family, and a chance to pull 

your own perfect pint.  

 

The star attraction is undoubtedly the top-floor Gravity Bar, with 360-degree floor-

to-ceiling glass walls that offer a nonpareil view out over the city at sunset while you 

sip your free pint.  
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George Buchanan 

George Buchanan was a Scottish historian and humanist scholar. His ideology of 

resistance to royal usurpation gained widespread acceptance during the Scottish 

Reformation. In 1539, Buchanan was imprisoned for satirizing the Franciscans, but he 

escaped to the Continent. Buchanan returned to Scotland in 1561 and served as a 

classical tutor to Mary Queen of Scots in 1562, and principal of St. Andrews in 1566. 

He declared himself a Protestant. In 1567, he was appointed as the elected leader of 

the Church of Scotland. Although initially intensely loyal to the Queen, he became 

hostile to the Catholic Mary Queen of Scots when he became suspicious of Mary's 

role in the assassination of her husband. From 1570 to 1578, he was the tutor of the 

young king James VI (later James I of England). In his most influential work, De jure 

regni apud Scotos (1579), Buchanan argued that a king rules by popular will and for the 

general good.  

 

 
 

George Buchanan by A. Bronckorst (1581)  

in the National Gallery of Scotland. 
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John Bunyan 

John Bunyan (1628 - 1688), was the most famous of the Puritan writers and preachers. 

He was born at Harrowden (1 mile south-east of Bedford), in the Parish of Elstow, 

England. He is most well-known for his book “The Pilgrim's Progress”, one of the 

most printed books in history, which he composed while in prison for the crime of 

preaching the Gospel without a license. John Bunyan wrote many other books, and 

became a popular preacher.   

Bunyan's rise as a popular preacher coincided with the Restoration of Charles II. The 

freedom of worship Separatists had enjoyed for 20 years was quickly ended; those not 

conforming with the Church of England would be arrested. By January 1661, Bunyan 

sat imprisoned in the county jail. Bunyan could have freed himself by promising not to 

preach but refused. He told local magistrates he would rather remain in prison until 

moss grew on his eyelids than fail to do what God commanded. Still, the 

imprisonment wasn't as bad as some have imagined. He was permitted visitors, spent 

some nights at home, and even traveled once to London. The jailer allowed him 

occasionally to preach to "unlawful assemblies" gathered in secret. More importantly, 

the imprisonment gave him the incentive and opportunity to write. He penned at least 

nine books between 1660 and 1672 (he wrote three others, two against Quakers and 

the other an expository work, before his arrest). 

Charles II eventually relented in 1672, issuing the Declaration of Indulgence. Bunyan 

was freed, licensed as a Congregational minister, and called to be pastor of the 

Bedford church. When persecution was renewed, Bunyan was again imprisoned for 

six months. After his second release, Pilgrim's Progress was published. 

The Pilgrim's Progress 

John Bunyan wrote The Pilgrim's Progress in two parts, of which the first appeared in 

London in 1678, which he had begun during his imprisonment in 1676. The second 

part appeared in 1684. The earliest edition in which the two parts were combined in 

one volume came out in 1728. A third part falsely attributed to Bunyan appeared in 

1693. “Pilgrim's Progress” is the most successful allegory ever written, and like the Bible 

has been extensively translated into other languages. Protestant missionaries 

commonly translated it after the Bible. It is said that in the days of westward 

expansion in the United States, early settlers often owned only two books, one being 

the Bible, and the other being Pilgrim’s Progress. 
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Patrick Hamilton 

Patrick Hamilton was born in 1504 in Scotland and was made Abbot of Fern when he 

was only 13. He was attracted to Luther’s writing while studying in Paris. He returned 

to Scotland and studied at St. Andrews and from 1526 he showed public sympathy to 

the reformist beliefs. He visited Wittenberg in 1527, meeting both Luther and 

Melanchthon. He also went to Marburg and its newly founded Protestant university. It 

was in Marburg that he wrote his only work "Loci Communes" (Patrick's Plea). At the 

end of 1527, he returned to Scotland.  

Alesius was tasked with changing Patrick's mind in relation to Reformation thought, 

but was converted in the process. Early in 1528, he was charged with heresy by 

Archbishop James Beaton. He was burnt at the stake on  February 29, 1528 outside St. 

Salvators, which was part of the University of St. Andrews.  

 

His last confession was, "as to my confession, I will not deny it for awe of your fire, 

for my confession and belief are in Christ Jesus.  I will rather be content that my body 

burn in this fire for confession of my faith in Christ than my soul should burn in the 

fire of hell for denying Him". While the flames were bringing him protracted and 

excruciating agonies he cried out "How long O God shall darkness cover this 

kingdom?  How long wilt Thou suffer this tyranny of men?" 

 

 
 

The letters PH are set in the roadway marking the  

place of this early Scottish martyr. 
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John Knox 

John Knox (1514-1572) was a Scottish clergyman, writer and leader of the Protestant 

Reformation. He is considered the founder of the Presbyterian denomination in 

Scotland. Knox is famous for his preaching: through it he instigated a religious 

revolution in Scotland, and when the Protestants became dejected in the struggle, his 

preaching rallied them to victory. Knox helped write the new confession of faith and 

the ecclesiastical order for the newly created reformed church, the Kirk. John Knox is 

known for his raw courage, tenacity, and for bringing the Christian Reformation to 

Scotland. Knox feared no one, even the Catholic Queens who sought his life. From 

humble beginnings, Knox rose to be a leader of the Scottish people who longed for 

deliverance from the tyranny of Rome. Of Knox's preaching, a follower said, "The 

voice of this man is able in one hour to put more life in us than 500 trumpets 

continually blistering in our ears." Knox dreamed big for God and for Scotland. His 

life is a chronicle of sacrifice for Christ's truth, for obedience and bravery. Scotland 

and millions of Presbyterians owe you more than they know. Under Knox's 

leadership, Scottish families were transformed, the Bible was widely read, politics 

influenced. John Knox sums it up best, when he says "I sought neither pre-eminence, 

glory, nor riches; my honor was that Christ Jesus should reign."  

 

 
 

John Knox window in St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh 
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George Wishart 

George Wishart was born in 1513 in Scotland. He taught New Testament Greek as 

schoolmaster of Montrose until he was investigated for heresy in 1538. He escaped to 

England, but was soon brought up on charges once again for teaching heresy. In 1544, 

he traveled into Scotland, where he taught and preached. One of his followers was a 

young man by the name of John Knox. As Wishart went about from place to place 

denouncing the papacy, Knox and others grew in their resistance to the Church's 

dominance. In January 1545, the order of Cardinal David Beaton seized and arrested 

Wishart. He spent some time in the dungeons of Edinburgh Castle. Finally, Beaton 

had Wishart brought to St. Andrews where he was burned at the stake on March 1, 

1545.  

 
 

George Wishart on His Way to Execution Administering the Sacrament for the 

First Time in Scotland after Protestant Reform by James Drummons (1845) in the 

Dundee Art Galleries and Museums. 
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British Christian Heritage Timeline 

 

1384 

The Wycliffe Bible was the first translation of the scripture into English. John 

Wycliffe determined that every believer should have access to a Bible in his or her 

own language. His followers became known as Lollards. 

1415 

Jan Hus was condemned at the Council of Constance and martyred for his beliefs. 

The bonfire used for his execution was fueled with his copy of Wycliffe’s books. He 

sang praises until his final breath. 

By 1455 

Johann Gutenberg’s development of moveable type enabled the teaching of the 

Reformers to be widely circulated. By 1455, approximately 180 Bibles were printed, 

costing nearly a year’s wages. 

1517 

October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of Castle Church 

in Wittenberg marking the start of the Reformation. 

1525-1526 

Tyndale completed his translation of the New Testament in 1525. Printing was 

completed in Worms in 1526 and then smuggled into England. 

1527 - 34 

By this year, Henry VIII had been married for eighteen years and was without a male 

heir.  Henry applies to Rome to make arrangements for the annulment of his marriage. 

From 1532 to 1534, Henry passed seven bills through Parliament, each carefully 

designed to cut one of the threads which bound England to Rome. All the powers 

that the papacy had exerted had been transferred to the king or the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. 

1535 

Miles Coverdale produced his English Bible and dedicated it to the king.  Henry 

drafted an Act of Parliament to close down several monasteries. Their incomes and 

possessions were transferred to the King. 

1545 

Henry was at war with France and Scotland and again short of money. Henry passes a 

bill through Parliament for the dissolution of chantries and hospitals and transferred 

the management  of their endowments to the king. 

1547 

Henry dies, leaving the crown to a small and delicate boy of nine years of age, Edward 

VI. Everything now depended on the personnel of the Council that was to govern for 

the next seven years until Edward was deemed to be of age. The Duke of Somerset, 



 

 

an uncle of the king and convinced reformer, soon got power into his own hands. An 

Act of Parliament passed repealing the Six Articles. 

1549 

Thomas Cranmer prepares an English Prayer Book to supersede the Roman service 

books. The Duke of Northumberland seizes power from the hands of Somerset. 

Cranmer's mind moves towards a much more Protestant position. 

1553 

The young King Edward, at the age of fifteen, dies from a tubercular infection of the 

lungs. The crown went to Henry's eldest daughter Mary, a half-Spaniard and a 

fanatical Roman Catholic. 

  

1554 

A set of injunctions required all bishops to restore the old order. The reformers who 

did not seek sanctuary abroad were imprisoned, including Cranmer, Latimer, and 

Ridley.  Mary marries Prince Philip of Spain. Preparations were made for England to 

be reconciled with Rome. The English Parliament agreed to retrace all the steps which 

it had taken in the last thirty years.  

1555 

Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley were condemned and executed. Pole was appointed as 

Cranmer's successor.   

1558 

The deaths of Mary and Archbishop Pole seemed like a providential deliverance to 

England. Elizabeth ascended the throne. 

1559 

The Elizabethan Settlement:  The Act of Supremacy revived Henry's legislation 

against Rome and Edward's act to restore the administration of the Sacrament to the 

laity in both kinds. The Act of Uniformity reintroduced the Prayer Book of 1552.   

1566 

The Council of Trent had now concluded and published its decrees.  John Knox 

preached at the baptism of James VI in Stirling. 

1568 

The Pope finds a collaborator in Mary Queen of Scots to flee into England and rally 

the Romanists. 

1570 

The Papal Bull Regnans in Excelsis excommunicates Elizabeth. The Pope 

dispensed all her subjects from their oath of allegiance to her. 

1594 

Richard Hooker, a pupil of Jewel, published his book Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical 

Polity. Hooker refutes the Puritan argument that Scripture is the only test of what is 



 

 

correct, and defends the Church's right to make her own laws so long as they are not 

contrary to Scripture. 

1603 

On the death of Queen Elizabeth, James was invited to unite the crowns of England 

and Scotland. 

1604 

James was presented with the "Millenary Petition" which was subscribed by a 

thousand clergy of Puritan sympathies who were anxious to gain his support. A 

conference was held at Hampton Court to debate the Puritan objections of the Prayer 

Book. James sided with the Anglican Establishment. A plan was laid out for a new 

translation of the Bible.  James commissioned the King James Version of the Bible. 

1606 

A group of religious dissidents formed their own church independent of the Church 

of England, and were forced to flee the country. 

1611 

The Authorized Version of the Bible was 

published. 

1620 

The Puritans found the atmosphere of 

their native land intolerable and decided 

to immigrate to the New World. 

1625 

Charles I inherited the throne from his 

father and a profound belief in the Divine 

Right of Kings. In 1629, Charles decided 

to dissolve Parliament and govern by 

Royal Prerogative. For the next eleven 

years Parliament didn’t meet.  

1633 

William Laud was appointed Archbishop 

of Canterbury. Throughout his career, 

Laud desired to see the Church of 

England "catholic and reformed" in the 

spirit of Jewel and Hooker. 

1640 

Parliament was summoned to help 

Charles fight a war with Scotland. A few months later, Parliament received a 

document by thousands of Londoners demanding the abolition of all ecclesiastical 

government. A week later Laud was impeached. 

  



 

 

1641-44 

Parliament presented Charles with the Grand Remonstrance, a long statement of 

grievances against the king and his party. After a failed coup, Charles left London for 

Yorkshire. Civil War began when Charles raised his standard at Nottingham. In 1644 

Oliver Cromwell triumphed over the Royalist troops. This was the first decisive battle 

of the war and gave great prestige to the Independent party. 

1644 

The Church of England came to an end wherever Parliament could make its will 

obeyed. The Book of Common Prayer was declared illegal and replaced by the 

Directory of Public Worship. 

1649 

Charles was brought to London and sentenced to death. The execution marked the 

triumph of the Puritans. 

1660 

The army got rid of the old Parliament and arranged for the election of a new 

Parliament that invited the king to return.  King Charles II was on the side of the 

Anglicans. They intended to see to the restoration of the Church of England as they 

had known it in the days of William Laud. 

1662 

A revision of the Prayer Book had been made by a liturgical committee and was now 

presented and approved. On St. Bartholomew's day the Church of England was fully 

and exclusively restored. The Puritans then separated from the Church and the final 

act of the English reformation was closed. 

1736 

George Whitefield was ordained a priest in the Church of England.  For thirty-four 

years, his preaching resounded throughout England and America, preaching more 

than 18,000 sermons in his lifetime 

1834 

George Muller started the Scripture Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad to 

aid Christian day-schools, to assist missionaries, and to circulate the Scriptures. 

1854 

Charles Spurgeon, then only 20, was called to the pastorate of London's famed New 

Park Street Chapel.  In 1857, he preached to the largest crowd ever – 23,654 people – 

at The Crystal Palace in London. 

1931 

The year of C. S. Lewis's conversion to Christianity while at Oxford 
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Fun Facts about England 

 England is 74 times smaller than the USA.  

 English people consume more tea per capita than anybody else in the world (2.5 
times more than the Japanese and 22 times more than the Americans or the French). 

 French was the official language of England for about 300 years, from 1066 till 
1362. 

 British police do not carry guns except in emergencies. 

 Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest royal residence in the world still in use. It 
was originally constructed in 1070 and rebuilt in stone in 1170. 

 The custom of afternoon tea was devised in 1840 by Anna Russell, Duchess of 
Bedford, who felt the need for an extra meal between lunch and dinner. She began 
inviting her friends to join her, and the custom quickly spread around British society 
and throughout the British Empire. Britain's first tea room was opened in 1864 by the 
Aerated Bread Company at London Bridge. 

 The world's first modern Olympic Games were not held in Athens in 1896, but in 
the small town of Much Wenlock (Shropshire) in 1850, which inspired French Baron 
Pierre Coubertin to launch the Athens Olympics half a century later. 

 The world's first electronic, digital, programmable computer was made at Bletchley 
Park, Buckinghamshire, in 1943-44. Nicknamed Colossus, it was used by British 
codebreakers to help read encrypted German messages during World War II. Colossus 
was kept a state secret until 1974, which is why Americans have been credited with the 
invention of computers. 

 Nowhere in the UK is more than 70 miles (113km) from the ocean. 

 England’s first telephone directory was published in 1880 and had only 248 names 
and addresses (there were no telephone numbers as you had to call the operator and 
ask for someone’s name to get connected).  

 Although now generally applied to the clock and tower, the name 'Big Ben' was 
originally given to the hour bell cast by John Warner and Sons in 1856.  The 'Ben' in 
the name is thought to be a tribute to Sir Benjamin Hall, commissioner of works for 
the project, who was, appropriately, a man of great size.  In 1945, a flock of birds 
landed on the minute hand of Big Ben and put the time back by 5 minutes. 

 Black cab (taxi) drivers in London have to memorize every street and important 
building in London within six miles from Charing Cross and they need to take a test 
called ‘The Knowledge’ before they can drive a cab. 

 The picture of the Queen on £1 coins show her age at the time they were made. 

 Oxford University once had rules that specifically forbade students from bringing 
bows and arrows to class. 

 East Peckham in Kent has a unique claim to fame: it’s where the first-ever 
speeding ticket was issued, in January 1896. Walter Arnold was spotted doing 8mph in 
a 2mph zone, but was easily apprehended by a policeman riding a bicycle.  

http://www.eupedia.com/england/windsor.shtml
http://www.eupedia.com/england/much_wenlock.shtml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colossus_computer


 

 

Fun Facts about Scotland 

 Skara Brae, on the island of Orkney, is the most complete Neolithic village in 
Europe. It is also the oldest building in Britain, dating from 3100 BCE. 

 Scotland was an independent country until 1603. Then the king of Scotland 
became king of England (not the other way round), but the two country didn't 
merge their governments until 1707, to form the Kingdom of Great Britain. 

 The Bank of Scotland, founded in 1695, is the oldest surviving bank in the UK. It 
was also the first bank in Europe to print its own banknotes, a function it still 
performs today.  

 Edinburgh was the first city in the world with its own fire brigade, in 1824. 

 The Scottish Parliament has been reconvened on July 1, 1999 for the first time 
after nearly 300 years of interruption. It had been dissolved when the Act of Union 
was signed in 1707.  

 The modern game of golf originated in Scotland in the 15th century. First 
mentioned as 'gowf' in 1457, golf was originally played on a course of 22 holes. It 
was first reduced to 18 holes at the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews in 
1764, and other courses followed suit. St Andrews is dubbed the "home of golf" 
and exercises legislative authority over the game worldwide (except in the United 
States and Mexico).  

 Scotland is reputed for its whisky, known outside Scotland as Scotch Whisky. What 
few people know is that whisky was invented in China, and was first distilled by 
monks in Ireland in the early 15th century before reaching Scotland 100 years later. 

 Shortbread is Scotland's most famous biscuit. 

 Scottish dishes are well-known for their weird names, like Forfar Bridie (a meat 
pastry), Collops (escalope), Crappit heid (fish dish), Finnan haddie (haddock fish), 
Arbroath Smokie (smoked haddock), Cullen Skink (haddock soup), Partan bree 
(seafood dish), Mince and tatties (minced meat and potatoes) and so on. 

  Inverness-shire, Scotland's largest county, is home to Britain's highest peak, Ben 
Nevis (1,343 m / 4,406 ft), Britain's deepest lake, Loch Morar (310 m / 1,017 ft), 
and Britain's second longest and second deepest lake, the famous Loch Ness. 

 Scottish surnames are divided in two main categories : Gaelic names (typically 
starting with "Mac-" or "Mc-") and Germanic names (e.g. Barclay, Blair, Brown, 
Cumming, Hamilton, Hope, Howard, Hunter, Livingstone, Park, Stewart...). 

 Scotland has only 5 million inhabitants, about 8.5% of the UK's population. 

 About 5 million Americans reported Scottish ancestry. The highest concentration 
of people of Scottish descent are found in New England and in the North-West. 

 Among major cities with Scottish names we find Houston, Dallas and Knoxville in 
the USA, Calgary and Hamilton in Canada, and Brisbane and Perth in Australia. 
There are over 40 locations around the world named Albany, derived from Alba 
(Gaelic for Scotland) and the title of Duke of Albany, 34 named Aberdeen and 22 
called Dundee.  



 

 

Fun Facts about Ireland 

 The longest place name in Ireland is Muckanaghederdauhaulia, in County Galway. 

 The original Guinness Brewery in Dublin has a 9,000 year lease on its property, at a 
perpetual rate of 45 Irish pounds per year. 

 According to some historians, over 40% of all American presidents have had some 
Irish ancestry. Barack Obama's great great grandfather came from the tiny village of 
Moneygall (population 298 in 2006) on the Offaly-Tippeary border. 

 In olden days, a pig was often allowed to live in the house with the family on an 
Irish farm. He (or she) was commonly referred to as "the gentleman who pays the 
rent." 

 Famous wit Oscar Wilde was born Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wildein Dublin 
in 1854. 

 Bram Stoker was working as a civil servant in Dublin when he wrote “Dracula" in 
1897. 

 Dublin was originally called "Dubh Linn," which means "Black Pool."The name 
refers to an ancient treacle lake in the city, which is now part of a penguin enclosure at 
the Dublin City Zoo. 

 “Gulliver’s Travels" writer Jonathan Swift is buried in St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
Dublin. 

 In 1800, the population of Ireland was almost twice as large as that of the United 
States. By 2000, America’s population was about 60 times that of Ireland. 

 The tune of the "Star Spangled Banner" was composed by the great blind harper 
Turlough O’Carolan, who died about 35 years before the American revolution. 

 Kilkenny-born architect James Hoban designed the original White House in 
Washington after winning a competition sponsored by President George Washington 
and Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson in 1792. It's said that Jefferson submitted his 
own design under a pseudonym but failed to take top prize. When the White House 
was burned by the British during the war of 1812, Hoban was called in to oversee a 
three-year-long restoration of the building. 

 Temple Bar district in Dublin got its name from Sir William Temple, whose home 
and gardens were located there in the 17th century ("bar" happens to be a common 
Anglo-Saxon name for a gatehouse). 

 On 11 February 1912, Cobh (then called Queenstown) was the last port of call of 
the Titanic on its maiden voyage. The ship had left Southampton the day before, 
picked up some additional passengers in Cherbourg, and boarded another 123 from 
Cobh. As the ship sailed off into the open waters of the Atlantic in the early 
afternoon, it had 1,308 passengers and 898 crew on board. Four days later, it sank. 

 Designed in 1848, the flag of Ireland is a historical political statement. The green 
represents Irish Catholics, the orange represents the island's Protestants, and the white 
represents the hope that the two congregations will be reconciled to live together in 
peace.  

 



 

 

 


