
 

 

  



 

 

Grand Reformation Tour 
 July 3-14, 2016 

As your Reformation tour begins, it is our hope that you will experience new 

cultures, new thoughts, new landscapes and new joy. Our desire is that your tour is a 

time of refreshment, relaxation and adventure. It is also our hope that you will get a 

flavor for an exciting time of spiritual growth and historical changes when concepts 

of Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide spread across the landscapes of Europe and 

beyond. For many, 1517 marks the beginning of the Reformation. The seeds for the 

Reformation were sown many years before that, with the work of men like Jan Hus 

and John Wycliffe.  

 

We have created this tour book as a companion to your trip, with extra 

information on the places that you will visit and the people that will be mentioned 

along the way. There are also some fun facts on the various countries you are going 

to. Enjoy! 

 

We do hope that you will enjoy fellowship and worship with brothers and 

sisters in Christ during your tour both with fellow travelers and with those you meet 

along the way. Finally it is our hope that you will return home from your tour 

refreshed and enriched in mind and spirit. 

 

 Our prayers go with you, 

Frank and Rowena Drinkhouse 

Reformation Tours, LLC 
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Meet the Travelers 

Tour Hosts: Kyle and Colleen Jantzen 

Kyle is a professor of history, specializing in 
the history of church and state in Nazi 
Germany.  He teaches a wide variety of 
courses at Ambrose University, including 
World History, Christian History, History in 
Practice, Applied Research in History, Anti-
Semitism and the Holocaust, Genocide in the 
Modern World, and Nazi Germany. He 
worships and serves at High River Alliance 
Church, part of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance Church. He’s married to Colleen and 
they have four great kids: Liz, Matt (married 
to Michaela), Sarah, and John. Kyle’s blog can 
be found at https://kyletjantzen.wordpress.com.  
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Tour Itinerary  

Day 1: Sunday, July 3, 2016: Overnight Flight to Berlin, Germany 
Our journey to explore the sites and heroes of the Reformation begins with an 
overnight flight to Berlin. Early arrivals are welcome to join Kyle and Colleen 
Jantzen for an optional dinner at a local restaurant. (IF) 
 
Day 2: Monday, July 4, 2016: Arrival in Berlin, Wittenberg 
Welcome to Germany! On arrival in Berlin, travelers will take a taxi to the centrally-
located Berliner Hof Hotel. After time to explore the nearby Kaiser Wilhelm 
Church, purchase lunch, and shop, we will gather back at the hotel and load our 
luggage into the tour bus. At noon we will meet our local guide Klaus Brenneisen 
and board our bus for our afternoon bus orientation tour will include a stop at the 
famous Brandenburg Gate for photos. We will also see the Cathedral, the Reichstag 
building and the lively boulevards. We will then visit the WWII Topography of 
Terror Museum and walk to the Cold War Check Point Charlie Museum. We will 
then travel to Wittenberg and dine at our hotel. (B/D) 
 
Day 3: Tuesday, July 5, 2016: Wittenberg (Torgau) 
This morning our local guide Katja Köhler will take us on a tour of Lutherstadt 
Wittenberg. We will begin in the Lutherhalle (Luther House) Museum, where Luther 
lived first as a monk, then later with his wife and children. We’ll be able to view 
some of Luther’s very own personal library, rare manuscripts, and early Bibles. The 
tour will also include Castle Church, Stadtkirche St. Marien (St. Mary’s church) 
where Luther preached and where his children were baptized, and the Luther Oak 
where he burned the edict from Rome, condemning him as a “heretic”. The rest of 
the day is free to enjoy the town or take an optional excursion to nearby Torgau. 
Tonight we have the option to meet members of the Wittenberg English Ministry 
for  a fellowship dinner in the Brauhaus Restaurant. (B) 
 
Day 4: Wednesday, July 6, 2016: Erfurt 
After breakfast, we will load our bags on the bus and travel to Erfurt, with a rest 
stop along the way. We will have time to purchase lunch at the Bratwurst strand in 
the Domplatz when we arrive.  Our local guide Gudrun Ahr will take us on a tour 
including St. Mary’s Cathedral, St. Severin’s Church and the famous Merchant’s 
Bridge. We will end at the Augustinian Monastery where Luther became a monk on 
July 17, 1505. We will be able to see his monastic quarters, including one cell 
furnished to look as it would have done when he lived there. At the end of the tour 
we will join the 6 PM prayers in the chapel. After checking into our hotel we will 
walk to our restaurant. (B/D) 
 
Day 5: Thursday, July 7, 2016: Eisenach, Erfurt 
In 1521, while fleeing from the wrath of the Pope, Luther took refuge in the 
Wartburg Castle after a fake kidnapping staged by his friend and protector, 

Page 5 

 



 

 

Frederick the Wise. We will tour the Wartburg and see where Luther finished 
translating the New Testament into German in just eleven weeks. Luther spent time 
in the nearby town of Eisenach at as school boy and sang in the choir of St. 
George’s Church, where the Bach family also worshiped. The afternoon is free to 
explore the town or tour the Bach Museum and Luther House Museum. The bus 
will then take us back to Erfurt, followed by an optional tour to Buchenwald, a Nazi 
concentration camp. Those who wish to stay longer in Eisenach can take the train 
back to Erfurt. The evening is at leisure. (B) 
 
Day 6: Friday, July 8, 2016: Rhine Cruise, Rudesheim 
We will drive down to the Rhine region this morning, with two rest stops along the 
way. On arrival in St. Goarshausen we will have free time to purchase lunch before 
boarding the boat to our delightful and picturesque cruise past magnificent castles 
and the famous Loreley Rock to charming Rudesheim (just under 3 hours). The bus 
will go ahead of us to Rudesheim and unload our bags. We will check-in to our 
hotel and then we can ride the cable car over vineyards to the Germania Monument 
with a gorgeous Rhein view. The bus will meet us at the top and take us to the St. 
Hildegard of Bingen Abbey. We will have dinner in the delightful Rudesheimer 
Schloss Restaurant, including a wine tasting, and live music. (B/D) 
 
Day 7: Saturday, July 9, 2016: Worms, Strasbourg 
When we arrive in Worms, our local guide Carla Bemsch will take us to see St. 
Peter’s Cathedral, followed by the site of Luther’s Worms Debates (Diet of Worms), 
now a park, with a plaque commemorating Luther’s brave stand for faith and truth. 
We’ll have a photo stop at the stunning Reformation Monument, followed by 
worship and prayers in the Church of the Holy Trinity. We will then travel into 
France to visit Strasbourg, referred to as the “City of Hope” and “Refuge of the 
Righteous” by the Anabaptists. This is where John Calvin wrote his famous books 
on systematic theology and where Martin Bucer, another Reformation leader, helped 
bring in the Reformation. After we have checked-in to our hotel, our local guide 
Denise Gonel will take us on a stroll around the city centre to view the Cathedral of 
Strasbourg, St. Thomas’s Church, and the charming “La Petite France” quarter. This 
evening we enjoy dinner and fellowship at our hotel. (B/D) 
 
Day 8: Sunday, July 10, 2016: Strasbourg 
This morning we will have the option of worshiping at one of the local English-
speaking churches, or a French service at the famous Cathedral. Kyle will be 
attending the Strasbourg International Church which meets from 10 – 11:30 AM. 
The afternoon is at leisure to explore this wonderful French city, take a canal tour 
boat ride, rest or try local cuisine favorites. Kyle will also be leading an optional 
excursion to explore charming Colmar, just an hour south by train. Colmar escaped 
damage during the war, and has numerous picturesque half-timbered houses. This 
was the hometown of Frederic Bartholdi (creator of the Statue of Liberty) and the 
town includes a small museum. (B) 
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Day 9: Monday, July 11, 2016: Constance, Zurich 
Today we will have breakfast in France, lunch in Germany and dinner in 
Switzerland! We will have the opportunity to buy Swiss Francs at our first rest stop 
in Switzerland. In Constance, we will have time to purchase lunch, then we will meet 
local guide Carola Berszin. We will see the spot where the pre-Reformer Jan Hus 
was martyred, and the Cathedral where some of the trials were held. Crossing over 
in Switzerland, we’ll meet up with our guide in Zurich, to learn about Zwingli and 
the Anabaptists on a tour of the key Reformation sites in Zurich. We will tour the 
Grossmünster, the Helferei (where Zwingli lived) and see the Zwingli Statue. After a 
stroll through the historic Auld Stadt (old city) we will dine in an authentic Swiss 
restaurant. (B/D) 
 
Day 10: Tuesday, July 12, 2016: Grindelwald 
We will leave Zurich early and head high up to Grindelwald, nestled in the Swiss 
Alps. This is our fun Alps play day! Local leisure options include bike rental, hiking 
with a picnic in a meadow, or the cogwheel railway up to Kleine Scheidigg and the 
spectacular Jungfrau Peak. Kyle will escort those who wish on an amazing journey 
of cable cars and trains to Murren, returning to the hotel in the evening.  (B) 
 
Day 11: Wednesday, July 13, 2016: Geneva 
We will stop for coffee in medieval Murten, where we can walk atop the original city 
walls and explore another chapter of Swiss history. We then continue to Geneva, 
where Calvin, Knox, Farel and others brought Christ’s teachings to eager listeners. 
Our tour will begin at the impressive Reformation Monument. Four statues of four 
Reformation leaders stand as sentinels to truth and courage inspired by godly faith. 
We will see Calvin’s church, the Auditoire de Calvin, (Calvin’s Academy, also known 
as The Protestant Lecture Hall), where the inspired theologian himself taught. Next 
door is St. Pierre’s Cathedral, where John Calvin preached. We can see his chair and 
a restored section decorated as it would have been before Calvin. Our final stop is 
an audio guide tour through the incredible Reformation Museum. Below the 
museum and the Cathedral, we can see the ruins of a Roman sanctuary, a 4th 
century basilica, and a 6th century church. We have a free time this afternoon to 
experience these key sites before we dine at a local restaurant this evening for our 
farewell meal. (B/D) 
 
Day 12: Thursday, July 14, 2016: Return 
We transfer from the hotel to the airport for our flights. (B/IF) 
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Baggage Information 

Two words say it best: Travel light. United allows one checked suitcase and one 
carry-on bag. Your checked suitcase can be no larger than 62 inches (length + width + 
depth) including the handle, pockets and wheels. If it is more than 50 pounds (23 
kg), take something out! Your bag will be weighed at the airport. If it is overweight, 
you will have to leave something or pay an extra fee.  

Your carry on bag can be no larger than 45 inches (14” 
long + 9” high + 22” wide).  It can weigh no more 
than 40 pounds and you must be able to lift the bag 
into the overhead locker unaided.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to your carry-on bag, you may carry 
one laptop-sized bag, handbag, or briefcase. The 
maximum dimensions are 35 inches (10’ long + 
9” high + 17’ wide) and it should fit beneath the 
seat in front of you. 
 
Be sure to attach the Reformation Tours baggage 
tags to both your suitcase and your carry-on bag. 
Baggage handlers will more easily identify our bags as we move from bus to hotel 
and back. 
 

As you pack, leave room for items you purchase 
along the way. Place prescriptions and cameras 
in your carry-on bag. 
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Liquids in Carry Ons 
Restrictions on the quantities of liquids, gels or pastes, are: 
* They must be in individual containers not exceeding 3 ounces. 
* The containers must be carried in a separate, clear-plastic, zip-top or re-sealable 
bag. 
* The bag must not exceed 8-inches-by-8-inches. 
* The bag must not exceed one liter capacity. (Quart-size is okay.) 
* The bag must be completely closed. 
* The items must fit comfortably in the bag. 
* The bag must be x-ray screened separately from other hand baggage at the airport 
security points. 
* Before boarding, secondary searches may be performed if you are carrying liquids. 
 
Passports 
All U.S. citizens must carry a valid passport. Your passport should be valid for at 
least 6 months after the expected date of return.  Reformation Tours has a 
photocopy of your passport, but we also recommend that you put a photocopy in 
your luggage. The copy is not a substitute for the original but can facilitate 
replacement of yours should that become necessary. DON’T LOSE YOUR 
ORIGINAL!!! 
 
Luggage Tags and Documents 
Place the Reformation Tours luggage tags on both your checked bag and your carry-
on bag. These will help baggage handlers, both at the airport and at hotels, easily 
identify which bags belong with our group and which ones do not. 
 
Do not place passports, airline tickets, or money in your luggage. Carry these items 
with you. 

 
Make a copy of each credit card or debit card and the institution’s emergency 
contact number. These will help if your cards are lost or stolen.  
 
A money belt or a travel purse with built-in protections can be useful. If you choose 
a money belt, be sure to get one that fastens without snaps as those may be easily 
torn off. It is a good idea to keep money and valuables in more than one location, 
such as dividing them between husband and wife or between roommates. Leave 
valuables, especially any with sentimental value, at home.  
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Weather in Europe 

Weather in Europe can be changeable. It will probably be cooler than you are used 
to. Layering is the best way to prepare for the day. Plan to bring a collapsible 
umbrella and a waterproof jacket. You may not need the umbrella, but it you need it 
and don’t have it . . .  
 
Weather in Berlin 

 

 

Weather in Geneva 
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Money 

Using an ATM is the best way to get cash in foreign currency (Euros) at the best 
exchange rates. A fee of about $3-$5 per transaction will be charged. Check with 
your bank for locations of ATMs that will accept your bankcard and for fees your 
banks may charge. (You’ll probably be charged a fee by both your bank and the 
foreign ATM’s bank.) Also, check with your bank since some international ATMs 
only accept 4-digit PIN numbers. (You may need to change your PIN to 4 digits.) 
Make sure you call your bank to tell them you are travelling! 
 
Taking a well-known credit card such as Visa or MasterCard is a good idea. Again, 
check with your bank for your PIN. Although many credit card companies are 
adding a 2% surcharge for international transactions, Chase Bank and Capital One 
are not doing so at this time. 
 
Take money with you in small denominations, nothing over $20 bills. (Our hotels 
will probably have safes in the rooms.)  

 
If you would like to order currency before you travel, you’ll find a link on the 
Reformation Tours website. The currency is delivered to your door and the 
company (www.ForeignMoney.com) buys back any unused currency.  
 
It is now very hard to cash travelers checks and we don’t recommend them.  

 
Estimated current value of Euros: 1 Euro ≈ $1.13 

                    Swiss Francs: 1 CHF≈ $1.05 
 

Tips on Tipping 
 

Hotels – Porter: €1-1.50- included on group tour hotels; Chambermaid: no tip 
 

Taxis – Round up 
 

Restaurants- Gratuities are included in the price of food and beverages in most 
restaurants in Germany, but there is still an opportunity to show your appreciation 
for good service (as well as spread a little good will). This comes when the waiter or 
waitress arrives to collect payment for your beverage. It is common courtesy to 
round the price up to the nearest .50 Euro or even 1.00 Euro. This will simplify 
making change as well as provide a token gift. 
 
For example, your check comes to 3.20 Euros, your response would then be “Make 
it three Euros fifty,” or “Make it four Euros.” In German you need only say: “Drei 
Euro fünfzig, bitte” or “Vier Euro, bitte.” In return, you not only receive fewer coins, 
but an added bit of gratitude. 
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Shopping 

Some stores offer “free shipping/no tax” on purchases you buy and have shipped 
directly to the U.S. Upon delivery however, duty tax will be imposed according to 
the value of the items. We recommend only buying things that can be carried in 
your suitcase or carry-on bag since the shipping process can be lengthy and 
uncertain. 
 
Clothing and shoe sizes differ from the U. S. Major stores may have comparison 
charts posted, but it is best to try on garments before buying them.  
 
How to get a VAT refund 
1. Get a VAT 407 form from the retailer - they might ask for proof that you’re 
eligible, e.g. your passport. 
2. Show the goods, the completed form and your receipts to customs when you 
leave Germany. 
3. Customs will approve your form if everything is in order. You then take the 
approved form to get paid.  
 
Getting paid 
You can either get paid immediately at a refund booth, at the airport, or send the 
approved form to the retailer or their refund company. The retailer will tell you how 
you’ll get paid. Some retailers charge a fee for handling your form. This money will 
be deducted from your refund. If there are no customs officials available, you can 
leave your form in a customs post box. Customs will check it and contact your 
retailer to arrange the refund if everything is in order.  
 
U.S. Customs 
A  U.S. resident, if he or she has been out of the states for more than 48 hours, may 
bring home $800 worth of retail goods without paying duty on them. There is a flat 
duty of 10% on the next $1000 worth of purchases. After that, the duty varies, 
depending on the items purchased. Keep a complete record of your purchases (with 
receipts) and have it handy for Customs. 
 
U.S. Customs may confiscate certain food products such as meats and fruits and 
contraband items such as ivory, which is on the endangered list. 
 
Items mailed to the U.S. are subject to duty when they arrive. They cannot be 
included in your exemption, and duty on them cannot be prepaid. You can obtain 
additional information by contacting the nearest U.S. Customs Office (look under 
United States Government, Department of Treasury in your local phone book). You 
can also visit the U.S. Customs Web site at www.cbp.gov/xp/cqov/travel/ and read 
the online brochure “Know Before You Go.” 
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German Language Basics 

 
Hello–Guten Tag (goo-ten tock) 
 
Good Morning–Guten Morgen (goo-ten mor-gen) 
 
Good Evening–Guten Abend (goo-ten ah-bend) 
 
Goodbye–Auf Wiedersehen (owf vee-dahr-sayn) 
 
Do you speak English?–Sprechen Sie Englisch? (schprechen zee eng-lish) 
 
I do not understand–Ich verstehe nicht (ik fair-schtay-eh nicht) 
 
Yes–Ja (yah)   No–Nein (nine) 
Please–Bitte (bit-eh)           Thank you–Danke (dahn-keh) 
 
How much does that cost?–Wievel kostet das? (vee-feel kos-tet doss) 
 
Where is the lavatory?–Wo ist die Toilette? (voh ist dee twah-let-teh) 
 
Where is the post office?–Wo ist das Postamt? (voh ist doss post-ahmt) 
 
Where is there a doctor?–Wo gibt es einen Arzt? (voh geept es ine-nen Ahrtst) 
 
Where is the train?–Wo ist der Bahnhof? (voh ist dare Bon-hoef) 
 
The bill, please–Zahlen, bitte (tsah-len bit-eh) 
 
I would like...–Ich möchte...(ik mok-te) 
 
In Germany it is customary when entering a smaller retail store to greet (“Guten 
Tag”, “Guten Abend”, “Guten Morgen”) and be greeted by the clerk. Then upon 
leaving, you say: “Auf Wiedersehen.” 
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Wittenberg Hotel and Brauhaus 

 
 
This charming classic hotel (formally called the Goldener Adler Hotel) is located at 
the very heart of Wittenberg. Just outside the door is the town square with the 
statues of Martin Luther and Phillip Melanchthon. It is a lovely stroll from the hotel 
down to the Castle Church, Lutherhalle Museum or the famous Luther Oak. As this 
is an historic hotel, there is not an elevator here, but porters will carry checked bags.  

 
Markt 7, 06886 Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany 

Tel: +49 (0)3491-433130 
www.wittenberghotel.de 
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Augustinian Monastery 

 
 

A stay here at Martin Luther’s authentic monastery is a wonderful treat! It doesn’t 
get any more authentic than this. 24/7 access for prayers in the very same cloister 
courtyard that Martin Luther used as a monk is included, as well as access to the 
museum about Martin Luther. This monastery has been very tastefully modernized 
and makes a delightful alternative to commercial hotels. It is located in the medieval 
district with wonderful local walks. 

 
Augustinerstraße 10, 99084 Erfurt, Germany 

Tel: +49 (0) 361/57660-0 
www.augustinerkloster.de/en. 

 
 

 

http://www.augustinerkloster.de/en/accommodation.html


 

 

Central Hotel 

 
 

This is a classic traditional Rhine area hotel located in the quiet and serene 
side of otherwise noisy Rudesheim. Our friends the Klemens Stiebler family 
have three decades of caring service and deliver a very traditional experience. 
The village Catholic church is next door, with its charming chiming bell and 
small square to meet locals. The Rhine is just a block away and makes for a 
great stroll. A pre-breakfast wander up to the nearby vineyards to see several 
castles and Hildegard Abbey is highly recommended.  

 
Rüdesheim am Rhein, Kirchstr. 6, 65385, Germany 

Tel: +49 (0) 06722 9120 
www.centralhotel.net/englisch.html 
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Hotel Alexander 

 

This is the only hotel in the medieval city center that provides direct bus access; no 

walking four blocks with your luggage! This is our favorite hotel for Zurich because 
it makes a visit here just so charming and simple, and the rooms are super. The 
lovely Limmat River with Zwingli’s Grossmünster is just 200’ away. In the evening 
enjoy a loop walk through Zurich’s very trendy old town full of charming cafes up 
to Lake Zurich for an optional boat ride.  

 
Niederdorfstrasse 40, CH-8001 Zürich 

Tel: +41 (0) 44 251 82 03 
www.hotel-alexander.ch/en.html 
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Hotel Spinne 

 
 

The views of the Eiger, Monk and Jungfrau peaks from here are superb and the 
shops and cafes in town are all just a stroll away. Hotel Spinne features an 
attractive spa area and a delightful garden with Alpine views. 

 
Hotel Spinne 

CH-3818 Grindelwald 
www.spinne.ch 
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Hotel Edelweiss Manotel 

 
 
This pleasant hotel has a great location the center of Geneva, and just a few blocks 
walk to beautiful Lake Geneva. After exploring old town Geneva’s Reformation 
sites, this hotel will offer a good nights’ rest, with lots of local sites close by. The 
Edelweiss interior is styled in a mountain chalet atmosphere, with the restaurant 
featuring a Swiss folk music show where you can try to play a 10’ long Alpen horn! 
 

2, place de la Navigation, CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel: +41 (0)22 544 51 51 

www.hoteledelweissgeneva.com 
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Berlin 

Germany’s capital Berlin is a wonderful city to explore multiple eras of history. 
Friedrich Wilhelm of Brandenburg built up at the city at the end of the 17th century. 
The Edict of Potsdam on 29 October, 1685, opened the gates for vast immigrations 
of Huguenots.  20,000 arrived at that time. By 1871 Berlin’s population had reached 
1 million. After World War II one-third of Berlin's buildings had been destroyed, its 
overall population had decreased by more than 1 million, and its Jewish population 
had fallen by more than 150,000 as a result of emigration and extermination in death 
camps. After World War II, Berlin was split into four occupation sectors divided 
among Great Britain, France, the U.S. and the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union 
blockaded the three western sectors for 11 months in 1948 and 1949, which sparked 
a massive airlift by the Western powers. The German Democratic Republic was 
proclaimed in East Berlin, its capital, in October 1949. The three western sectors, 
although officially under occupation by the Western allies, became a city-state linked 
to the Federal Republic of Germany, which had its capital at Bonn. The Berlin Wall 
went up in August 1961 and sealed the division of the city into east and west for 
three decades. On 9 November 1989, the Wall surrounding the western sector was 
opened, setting the stage for the reunification of Germany on 3 October 1990. In 
June 1991, the united German Parliament voted to move itself and parts of the 
federal government from Bonn to Berlin, which occurred gradually through the end 
of the 1990s. Since the fall of the Wall and reunification, Berlin has experienced 
dramatic physical and social change as the reborn capital and cultural center of 
Germany.  

 
Berlin Cathedral, (Berliner Dom Am Lustgarten) 
Berlin Cathedral is the largest 
church in the city and serves as a 
vital center for the Protestant 
church of Germany.  Their 
website states, "Praising God, 
calling upon Him and honoring His 
name, asking for His forgiveness and 
His comfort, and passing on the stories 
of hope – these are our central goals." 
The Berliner Dom was the 
former court cathedral of Prussia's royal family, the Hohenzollern and was 
conceived as a protestant answer to St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. Four heroes of the 
Reformation, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Phillip Melanchthon, Swiss Ulrich 
Zwingli are shown in statues, with their fingers pointing to the Bible, as a message 
to future generations to seek truth. With Martin Luther’s support, the elector 
established the Reformation in 1539, and the “Dom” became a Lutheran church.  
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Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church, (Kaiser Wilhelm Gedachtniskirche) 
The church was built in the late 1800s and badly damaged in World War II. It was 
left as a partial ruin as a visual reminder of war's destruction, so this is an emotional 
place to visit. It’s also a calm tranquil spot on a busy day of touring to just sit, collect 
your thoughts and pray. It has some stunning blue stained glass by Gabriel Loire  
The church is named after Wilhelm 1st who can be seen in the well-preserved 
mosaics in the vestibule of the old church. Now the vestibule entry area is also a war 
memorial, represented by historical illustrations of the church and the theme of 
cross cultural reconciliation. This is symbolized by the crucifix from the altar of the 
old church, by the Cross of Nails from Coventry and the icon cross of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

Berlin Wall Memorial (Gedenkstätte Berliner Mauer) 
Poignant, stark, eerie and gripping, this museum brings a visitor face to face with the 
horrors Berlin used to suffer. The facility shows how the border facilities were 
constructed and imparts to the visitor a lasting impression of the construction, 
which once divided the entire country. The Berlin Wall enclosed West Berlin from 
August 13, 1961 to November 9, 1989, cutting a line through the entire city center. 

Brandenburg Gate, (Brandenburger Tor) 
This is a focal point of the whole nation, and a symbol for Berlin. Citizens flocked 
here when the Berlin Wall fell, with days and weeks of celebrations. The gate is 
located at the end of the Unter den Linden Strasse/Street, near the Reichstag, and 
Check Point Charlie. There’s a memorial to people who were shot trying to climb 
the Berlin Wall, at the corner to Scheidemannstrasse & Ebertstrasse. 

 
Pergamon Museum 
This world-class museum showcases rare antiquities and religious art from such 
great cities as Pergamum, Miletus and Babylon, including the famous Ishtar Gate. 
The Pergamon, with nearly 1 million visitors each year, is the most popular museum 
in the city. Don’t miss the 
Pergamon Altar from the ancient 
city of Pergamon (one of the 7 
Churches of Revelation); the 
gateway to the Greek city of Miletus 
built by Emperor Hadrian, and the 
Ishtar Gate and Processional Way 
built by Nebuchadnezzar in 
Babylon. During the current stage 
of renovations, the hall containing 
the Pergamon Altar will remain 
closed to the public for five years, 
due for reopening in 2019. 
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Check Point Charlie Museum (Mauermuseum Haus am Checkpoint Charlie) 
East Berliner's escape attempts- ingenious and daring, risky and sometimes 
successful are showcased here.  Gliders, home-made hot air balloons, cars with 
secret compartments- many displayed with authentic newspaper clippings and 
media. People came over, under or through the wall. The museum is a must see to 
get a handle on the soul of this once divided nation and Berlin.  
 
The Reichstag 
The Reichstag was built the house the Parliament of the Federal Republic of 
German.  It was designed by Paul Wallot and completed in 1894. A month after 
Hitler seized power in 1933, the building was set on fire. Hitler blamed the fire on 
communists and used it as a pretext to demand emergency powers. It was bombed 
by the Allies during World War II and stormed in 1945 by Russian troops (you can 
still see the graffiti they left behind). The Reichstag is now home to the German 
Bundestag (parliament) but retains its original name. The glass dome atop the 
building, designed by the British architect Sir Norman Foster, embodies the ideals 
of transparency in government that guide the unified nation. Climb above the 
Reichstag with a spiral staircase for a peek inside below and a spectacular view of 
Berlin – if the waiting in the queue is not too long.  
 
Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, Holocaust Memorial 
Near the Brandenburg Gate, the Holocaust Memorial is a simple, but powerful 
tribute to the Jews that died as a result of Hitler’s extermination plan. The 2,711 
slabs are arranged in a wave-like pattern over 205,000 square feet. Each stone is 
unique, varying from ankle high to over six feet tall. The paths between the slabs 
undulate with the overall effect being one of instability and disorientation. There is 
no set pattern and visitors may walk in any direction through the peaceful, quiet 
stones. A brilliantly done Information Center which is underneath offers 
information and personal stories of people affected by the actions of the Nazi party; 
not recommended for youth under 14 due to the subject matter.  
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer House Museum  
Deitrich Bonhoeffer is a modern day hero of faith, who stood strong during the 
Nazi era. Bonhoeffer helped found the Confessing Church in Germany. In his 
book, The Cost of Discipleship, Bonhoeffer rebuked nominal Christians: "Cheap 
grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline. 
Communion without confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, 
grace without Jesus Christ."  Former President Jimmy Carter is quoted as saying, 
"Dietrich Bonhoeffer died April 9, 1945, just a few days before the allied armies liberated 
Germany. He was executed on orders of Heinrich Himmler. He died a disciple and a martyr..."  
The Bonhoeffer Museum can be visited by prior appointment. He lived here with 
his parents and met with others who were planning resistance against the Nazis. He 
was arrested here on April 5, 1943 and later died in a concentration camp.  
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Wittenberg 

Lutherstadt Wittenberg, as the name suggests, was the home town of Martin Luther 
and it was here that he posted the 95 Theses on October 31, 1517, sparking the 
Protestant Reformation.  

 
Castle Church (Schlosskirche) 
Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church. Although 
the original doors were destroyed in 1760 during the Seven Years War, the bronze 
doors feature a copy of the theses.  The church contains the tombs of Luther, 
Melanchthon and Frederick the Wise and beautiful stained glass windows with 
Biblical scenes. Those who want a unique experience can climb the 289 steps to 
the top of the tower and see over the church bells to the countryside. "A mighty 
fortress is our God"; (" Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott"), taken from Luther's famous 
hymn,  is inscribed in large letters around the bell tower. 
 
Castle Church once held one of Europe's largest collections of holy relics, collected 
by Frederick III of Saxony. At that time, pious veneration of relics supposedly 
allowed the viewer to receive relief from temporal punishment for sins in purgatory. 
By 1520, Frederick had over 19,000 relics, so he said- vials of the milk from the 
Virgin Mary, straws from the manger of Jesus.  

 
Luther House and Museum (Lutherhalle, Lutherhaus) 
Once an Augustinian monastery, then home to Martin Luther and his family, it is 
now the world's largest Reformation museum. This UNESCO World Heritage Site 
boasts the world's largest museum on Reformation history full of genuine 
memorabilia, housed right where the Reformation was forged. The exhibits include   
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one of chests used for collecting money for indulgences, an "indulgence" letter, the 
table where he held his  “table talks”, and the pulpit that Martin Luther used for 
preaching. Today, the exhibition "Martin Luther: Life, work, and legacy" transports 
visitors back to Reformation times with fascinating exhibits such as Luther's Living 
Room, Lucas Cranach the Elder's Ten Commandments, and a Lutheran Bible from 
1534. This is where Luther had his "Tower Experience," studying Romans 1:17 in 
his heated study in the tower when he says he came to faith.  

 

     
 

     
 

Luther Oak (Luther Eiche) 
Here in December 1520, Luther defiantly burnt the Papal Bull that threatened his 
excommunication for “heresy”. Luther burned the Pope’s decree here on this very 
spot- and fueled the fire with books containing the old church law. Rome had 
burned his books, so Luther was burning their decree against him. Later an oak tree 
was planted to commemorate the bold event, called the Luthereiche - Luther oak. 
Luther chose this location intentionally, for this is where the clothing of those who 
had died of contagious diseases was burned. According to a legend, the first tree was 
planted one day after Luther’s brave act. The original oak was cut down in spite by 
occupying French Catholic forces in 1813, needing firewood. A replacement tree 
was planted on the same spot in 1830 on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of 
the Augsburg Confession.  
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Luther statue at Wittenberg (Lutherdenkmal) 
The Luther monument in the Market Square, is next to a statue of his Reformation 
colleague Phillip Melancthon. On one side it states, "If it is of God, it will last; if it is 
of man, it will pass."   

 
Melanchthon's House (Melanchthonhaus) 
This is the home of Philip Melanchthon, Luther's right-hand man and the main 
author of the Augsburg Confession, the first official Protestant creed. His splendidly 
restored 1536 Renaissance style house one of Wittenberg's greatest architectural 
gems. Today, its exhibition "Philipp Melanchthon: Life – Work – Legacy" which 
provides an intimate look at the private life of one of Phillipp Melanchthon. See a 
copy of the Augsburg Confession, a document dating back to 1520, as well as a 
larger-than-life portrait of Melanchthon by Lucas Cranach the Younger. 

 
City Church of St. Mary (Evangelische Stadtkirchengemeinde) 
It was here in St. Mary’s that services were held in German (rather than Latin) and 
Communion distributed as bread and wine among the congregation. In 1525 Luther 
married Katharina von Bora and their children were baptized in the church. In 1535, 
the church also witnessed the first ordaining of Protestant priests, which makes it a 
mother church of the Reformation. Attending a service here is a memorable 
moment on a Reformation tour. It is a church of many names:  City Church; 
Stadtkirche; Marienskirche; St. Mary's Church; Stadtkirche St Marien; City Church 
of St. Mary; "Mother Church of the Reformation" -as Martin Luther did most of his 
preaching here. With more than 3700 parishioners today, it is one of the biggest 
protestant church congregations in central Germany. Here, Luther preached his 
famous sermon “The Just Shall Live by Faith”. Martin & Katarina Luther's wedding 
is re-enacted here annually in a popular festival in June. 
 
Wittenberg University /Leucorea University 
Sent here to teach philosophy, Luther came to salvation. Although little remains of 
this once grand establishment, this is what brought martin Luther to Wittenberg. 
Leaving Erfurt as a troubled and frustrated Augustinian monk, unsure of how to 
please a seemingly angry God, Luther was to find faith and salvation while part of 
the Wittenberg University. Johann von Staupitz, Luther's sponsor in the 
Augustinians called Luther here to take over the professorship in moral Philosophy 
at the University in the winter semester of 1508-9. After having graduated as a 
doctor of theology at Wittenberg University in 1512, he became professor for Bible 
studies here. It was used after 1817 as a military barracks for the Prussian army and 
after 1920 as apartments. The University has now moved to nearby Halle, now 
called Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg. What remains is now called 
Leucorea Foundation in Wittenberg and serves as MLU’s convention center.  
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Cranach Courtyard (Cranachhof) Cranach House Museum, (Cranachhaus) 
The Cranach family of painters- and printers- left behind a record of Reformation 
leaders through their exquisite portraits. Many paintings of Luther, his family and 
colleagues are on display in the Lutherhalle and City Church of St. Mary. Without 
Cranach the Elder and Younger's works, we would have difficulty knowing what 
Luther looked like. Portraits of Luther disguised in the Wartburg Castle as Junker 
Jorg (Knight George)  help us today better understand the events and people of the 
Reformation. The Cranachs were some of the first masters of propaganda, using 
their woodcuts on the printing press to vividly illustrate Luther's works and other 
Reformation writings. The Cranachs produced some of the first illustrated books, 
which proclaimed the gospel of grace, as rediscovered by Martin Luther. At the 
Cranach House you can see example of these works.  
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Erfurt 

Erfurt was founded in 742 by “The Apostle of the Germans”, St. Boniface and grew 
into one of Germany's spiritual centers. How fitting that years later, Luther would 
read the complete Bible here in Erfurt for the first time and embark on a spiritual 
search for truth.  
 
Augustinian Monastery (Evangelisches Augustinerkloster zu Erfurt) 
After his lightning scare at nearby Stotternheim, Luther joined this monastery as a 
novice monk, desperate to please God. The monastery houses a permanent 
exhibition that depicts the history of the Bible and the history of the monastery. 
Upstairs is a replica monk’s personal bedroom, offering insights into Luther’s living 
conditions. The Monastery now serves as an internationally renowned conference 
and seminar center for the Protestant Church in Saxony. 

 

 
 

Luther's University, Collegium Maius, Latin for "Great College" 
Martin Luther completed exams for baccalaureate and master's degrees, before 
becoming a monk. Here in the courtyard was a library where Luther first held a 
complete Bible-in Latin- in his hands. Collegium Maius was the main building of the 
Old University of Erfurt. The foundation of the university dates from 1379, making 
Collegium Maius one of the oldest universities in Germany. This was the main 
building and the heart of the University. Collegium Maius is now completely 
reconstructed and is home to the Evangelical Church in Central Germany. 
 
Luther’s dormitory (Georgenburse) 
Martin Luther's stayed here from 1501 to 1505 while he was a student. The 
Georgenburse is now an educational center and meeting place that contains a 
permanent exhibition on medieval academic studies. 
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Luther Statue at Erfurt (Lutherdenkmal) 
The statue outside the Merchant’s Church shows the great Reformer with an open 
Bible in both hands, while boldly standing atop a crushed Papal Bull against him as 
a "heretic." On three sides of the base, a relief illustrates stages in Luther's life: 
Luther as a student with friends; his farewell before entering the monastery; and his 
festive reception at the university in Erfurt in April 1521 when he was on his way to 
Worms.  
 
Medieval Kramer Bridge (Krammerbrucke) 
Luther would have been very familiar with the Merchant’s Bridge.  It was first built 
in the 11th century, then rebuilt in stone in 1325. This Renaissance bridge, similar to 
the Ponte Vecchio in Florence, is the longest inhabited bridge north of the Alps. 
The bridge has wonderful shops and cafes and is well worth a visit.  

 
Merchant's Church (Kaufmannskirche St Gregorius) 
Luther visited Erfurt with Phillip Melanchthon in 1522 and preached two sermons 
in this church. Luther preached about the virtues of true faith, as he read from the 
Bible. He also preached against heretics and veneration of the saints, and against the 
pope as the one and only mediator between God and humanity. Just outside the 
church is a statue of Luther standing atop the crushed papal edict, and victoriously 
holding his Bible. The parents of Johann Sebastian Bach, Johann Ambrosius 
Bach and Maria Elisabeth Lämmerhirt married here in 1668. It is one of the largest 
and most important original parish churches in Erfurt. 

Dominican Church "Preacher's Church" (Predigerkirche)   
Christians have worshipped here since the 14th-century. Meister Eckhart, a 
theologian and mystic of the 13th / 14th Century preached here.   
Their website (translated), says: "As a Protestant church we are placing more emphasis on 
community life.... but we are also proud of the treasures that have been handed down to us in this 
unique architecture." Since the Reformation in the 16th century, it remains one of the 
main Protestant churches in Erfurt.  

 
St. Mary's Cathedral, Erfurt Cathedral, (Mariendom) 
Martin Luther, the young monk, was ordained a priest here on April 3, 1507, at age 
23. 785 years previously, Christianity was being forged here by Wynfrid from 
England – later known as St. Boniface-“The Apostle of the Germans”. He was one 
of the first to bring Christianity to Germany and started right on this spot. When 
Luther lived in Erfurt, the cathedral looked much like it does today. Look out for 
the carvings of the wise and foolish virgins (Mat. 25) on the north doors. Also at the 
north doors are twin statues- the church triumphant and the synagogue defeated, 
referring to the Jew's failure to see Christ as the Lamb of God.  
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Church of St. Severus (Severikirche; St. Severi) 
This is the second church on Erfurt’s famed Cathedral Hill. Severikirche is best 
known for its huge baptismal font and monument to St. Severus. Inside, St. Severus 
is a five-aisled hall church with a lofty atmosphere despite its relatively small size. It 
is the earliest example of Gothic architecture in Erfurt. Severikirche's distinctive 
triple-towered east end makes an interesting contrast with its cathedral neighbor 
when viewed from the Domplatz- (cathedral/market square).  

 
Stotternheim Luther thunderstorm marker stone.  
Legend has it that, in 1505, Luther got caught in a violent storm in one of 
Stotternheim's fields; afraid for his life, Luther cried into the wind "St. Anna, help 
me! I will become a monk." True to his word, Luther quit his studies in law and 
joined Erfurt's Augustinian Monastery and became a monk. Stotternheim's Luther 
Stone marks the spot of this historical event. 
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Eisenach  

 
Wartburg Castle (Schloss Wartburg) 
This imposing medieval fortress, built by Count Ludwig 1 in 1067, stands atop a 
mountain on the outskirts of Eisenach. Martin Luther, who was excommunicated by 
the pope and outlawed by the emperor, was given refuge in the bailiff's lodge at the 
Wartburg. During the months of his protective custody, under the guise of Junker 
Jörg, he lived and worked in a sparsely furnished room, today known as the Luther 
Room - Lutherstube.  Here he translated the New Testament from the original 
Greek texts into German, in just 10 weeks. At that time, there were many different 
dialects, but Luther was able to produce a translation that they could all understand. 
Finally, ordinary Germans could read God’s word in their own language and by 
themselves. A tour of the castle includes the Knight's Hall, the Chapel, the Hall of 
Songs and the Landgrave's hall. In the Festival Hall is a mural depicting the triumph 
of Christianity over paganism. You'll be able to see period furnishings and an 
original copy of the Luther's translation of the Bible. 
 
Luther statue in Eisenach (Lutherdenkmal) 
Four reliefs show scenes from Luther's life in Eisenach and the Wartburg. The 
viewer sees him on the pedestal as Junker Jörg in the Luther room and during a 
hunting scene. Another relief portrays the first contact of the Latin student with 
Ursula Cotta. The most famous Luther song "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" is 
found on the back of the monument. Underneath the larger-than-life figure, reliefs 
show scenes from Luther’s life in Eisenach and in the Wartburg Castle.  
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Bach Museum (Bachhaus) 
This is the world-wide first and largest museum dedicated to the composer Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Furnished with original furnishings from the area, it provides an 
outstanding example of the middle-class lifestyle in the time of J.S. Bach. It also 
includes a display of historic instruments from 17th and 18th centuries, exhibits and 
extensive collection of documents and memorabilia relating to J.S. Bach. At the start 
of every hour, staff give short performances of several Bach pieces on the original 
instruments. Bach spent ten years of his childhood in Eisenach, received his first 
music lessons and sang in the school choir and in the Church of St George. 
 

 
 
Eisenach Prediger Monastery & Thuringian Museum of Eisenach.  
This former monastery & church is now a museum with exhibitions on faith and 
piety of the people of the Middle-Ages, including the largest collection of medieval 
carving in Thuringia. Colorfully designed figures of saints, altars, tombs, sculptures 
and liturgical items offer a glimpse into the world of people in the Middle- Ages. 
 
St. Nicholas's Church (Nikolai Church)  
The first Evangelical sermon in Thuringia was preached here in 1555. Next to the 
church is the Nikolaitor city gate, which Luther passed through during his journeys 
via Eisenach. The monks and nuns were driven out of the city through this gate 
during the “iconoclasm” in April 1525. This is the only remaining of the five 
original city wall gates, still in use for modern traffic.  The Nikolaikirch  is currently 
being renovated into a city visitor center as part of the Decade of Luther 
celebrations. 
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Luther House Museum in Eisenach (Lutherhaus) 
Luther lived with the Cotta family from 1498 to 1501. The newly-renovated Luther 
House Museum presents Luther as a student, reformer and Bible translator.  There 
are displays on Luther's two periods in Eisenach and a collection of Reformation 
books and archives. This is one of the oldest half-timbered houses in Eisenach. 
Young Martin Luther’s singing in the choir of the Georgenschule at St. George’s 
Church so impressed the local widow Mrs. Cotta, that she took him under her care. 
Here Luther was inspired by the deep and genuine Christian faith of Mrs. Cotta and 
the Schalbe family which went beyond mere observance of religious rituals. From 
the Schalbes Luther learned of local monk Johann Hilten who preached against 
papal abuses and Catholic corruption. “Soon a hero will emerge who will seriously 
attack you monks”, said Hilten, predicting the fall of the Popes authority, which 
would come in about 1516. 
 
St. George’s Church (Georgenkirche, Stadtkirche St. Georg) 
Martin Luther was a choir boy at St. George's Church and later preached here in 
1521 on his journeys to and from the imperial parliament, the Diet in Worms. On 
the north wall is a large painting commissioned to commemorate the century of the 
Reformation, depicting Luther and Hus as well as the Augsburg Confession. St. 
George’s Church is also connected with Johann Sebastian Bach- several members of 
the Bach family were organists at this church. It is located on the market square 
which is a great spot for lunch, shopping or resting in a café. 
 
Thuringian Museum (Stadtschloss) 
After years of restoration this museum has reopened to showcase local historic 
artisan treasures. China, glass, graphics, ironwork, historic period clothing, paintings, 
a historical pharmacy are shown. This building also houses the Eisenach Tourist 
Information Office. 
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Rhine Cruise 

The Rhine region is famous for steep vineyards, quaint 
little towns, huge, formidable fortresses and castles. 
We will board the boat in St. Goarshausen and sail past 
castles to Rüdesheim. You can purchase drinks and 
snacks on board the ship.  
 
The Loreley (Lorelei) is a 433 feet high slate cliff in the 
Upper Middle Rhine Valley World Heritage near the 
town of St. Goarshausen. The Rhine, at the Loreley is 
up to 82 feet deep and only 371 feet wide. Because this 
area is so deep and narrow, it is one of the most 
dangerous places along the Rhine. Ships, crossing each 
other here and all along the section between  
Oberwesel and St. Goarshausen, are directed by light 
signals, called “Wahrschau”. 
 
The name Loreley appears in a romantic ballad written 
by the poet Clemens Brentano in 1801. In this ballad, 
Loreley is a beauty from Bacharach who wants to take 
her own life because her truelove is unfaithful. The 
bishop, fascinated by her loveliness and humility, takes 
her to a convent. En route to the convent, she stops at the cliff to look back on the 
palace of her truelove. When she sees him riding away, she throws herself in despair 
into the turbulent waters below. In the Rhine fairytale of 1810, Brentano varied the 
theme so that Loreley appears as the distraught woman Lurley, sitting on a rock 
combing her long golden hair and luring the bargees into their destruction.  



 

 

Rudesheim 

 
 
Idyllic Rüdesheim am Rhein is the gateway to the UNESCO World Heritage Upper 
Middle Rhine Valley. It was first mentioned in 864. The Brömserburg, an early castle 
of the archbishops of Mainz, was rebuilt as a residence about 1200 and later 
belonged to the knights of Rüdesheim. It now houses historical collections and a 
wine museum. Half-timber houses, narrow streets, and old inns give the town a 
medieval character. At the top of the Niederwald Height is a monument 
commemorating the founding of the German Empire in 1871. 
 
Wine-growing has a long tradition 
in Rüdesheim and has established 
the town's reputation as a producer 
of acclaimed Riesling and Pinot 
Noir wines. A stroll or cable car 
ride through the vineyards to the 
Germania monument or to 
Ehrenfels castle ruins offers 
fantastic views of the Rhine Valley.  
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Worms 

Approximately a hundred Imperial diets (general assembly of the Imperial Estates of 
the Holy Roman Empire) were held in Worms. The most famous was in 1521, when 
Luther appeared before Emperor Charles V, who demanded that he recant his 
teachings. When Luther refused, Charles V issued an edict banning Luther and his 
teachings. In a bid to protect him, Frederick the Wise, Elector of Saxony, offered 
Martin Luther (disguised as 'Squire George') a place to hide at Wartburg Castle. The 
bishops' court where the Diet of Worms took place no longer exists today, but a 
plaque bedded in the ground marks the site where Luther came before the Emperor.  
 
Diet of Worms Plaque (Heylshofgarten) 

“Here I stand, I can do no other. God help me. 
Amen.’  This small plaque in Heylshofgarten 
Park commemorates the site of the Bishop’s 
Palace, where the Imperial Diet was held in 
1521. Martin Luther was summoned to appear 
before Holy Roman Emperor Charles V.  
Luther would not recant, and was declared an 

outlaw. On his return toward Wittenberg, he was kidnapped for his own safety and 
taken to the Wartburg Castle. Here at his “Isle of Patmos”, he translated the New 
Testament until the fury of his banishment subsided.   
 
Worms Reformation Monument (Reformationsdenkmal) 
The bronze Luther Monument, 
designed by Ernst Rietschel, was 
unveiled in 1868. Martin Luther is 
wearing his pulpit robe and holding a 
Bible in his hands, standing on the 
stepped main pedestal, which rises like 
a tower in the center of the memorial. 
He looks towards the former location 
of the Bishop’s palace, where in 1521 
Luther stood before the Emperor and the notables of the state. At his feet are 
seated the forerunners of the Reformation, the Englishman John Wycliffe; the 
Czech Jan Hus; Peter Waldo, the founder of the Waldensians; and the monk 
Girolamo Savonarola. 

 
Holy Trinity Church, Church of the Holy Ghost (Dreifaltigkeitskirche) 
Like a phoenix rising from the ruins of WW2 this rebuilt church is alive in witness 
and passion. Its 15 modern glass mosaics depict Martin Luther before the Diet of 
Worms and Biblical scenes. They state in their website- “a memorial church of the 
world of Protestantism for the commitment of Martin Luther in front of the 
emperor and empire in 1521 in Worms.”  
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St. Peter’s Cathedral (Wormser Dom, Dom St. Peter, Kaiserdom) 
St. Peter’s Cathedral in Worms was built in a high or late Romanesque style. As you 
enter through the 1000 year old south portal, you will see Bible scenes carved in 
stone for the illiterate peasants. Once inside, the vastness and height of the 
spectacular ceiling leaves one in awe. “The cathedral is the house of God and the house of the 
people, all people who visit him: for worship, prayer, looking for silence or in admiration of works of 
art”, states their website. Emperor Charles V was here at the 1521 the Diet of 
Worms in hope of getting Martin Luther to recant of his “heresies.” The cathedral 
was begun in 1181 and completed in 1230. It is a "Kaiserdome" - or "Imperial" 
cathedral, along with the Romanesque cathedrals of Mainz and Speyer. It is an 
impressive structure and a masterpiece of medieval art, including the wooden choir 
stalls dating from 1760. 
 
William Tyndale and his connection to Worms, Germany, 1525-6 

English Reformer William Tyndale has deep and significant 
connections to Worms, Germany. Here he finished work on 
translation and printing of his New Testament. In May 1524 he 
moved from England, where he faced certain death, and arrived in 
Cologne, Germany, where he could work in secret. As he was 
fluent in German (among at least 7 other languages) he was able to 
blend in. Fearing detection, he fled to Worms, where his first 
manuscripts were printed. The finished books were smuggled to 

England in 1526 inside barrels on merchant ships. Some were confiscated and 
burned, but Tyndale’s Bible was in great demand. The Cologne authorities were 
beginning to become a threat to Tyndale, so he moved to Antwerp. This was a 
convenient place for sending his Bibles to other countries. In May 1535 he was 
betrayed by Henry Phillip, arrested and taken to Vilvorde Castle near Brussels. 
There he was kept a prisoner for 18 months in 
the most wretched conditions. During those 18 
months, the authorities tried to make Tyndale 
say what he believed was wrong, and to say that 
it was untrue that man can reach salvation by 
Christ alone. But Tyndale refused to deny the 
truth, and said he would rather die and join his 
Lord in Heaven than deny his word and shame him. So in August 1536 they 
declared Tyndale a heretic and two months later he was killed by strangulation, then 
his corpse was burned in the city square. His last words, just before he died were 
this prayer, "Lord, open the King of England’s eyes...". That prayer was answered 
two years after Tyndale’s death, when King Henry VIII ordered that the Miles 
Coverdale’s Bible must be used in every parish in the land. This was largely based on 
Tyndale’s Bible. In 1539 Tyndale’s own edition of the Bible became officially 
approved for printing.  
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Strasbourg 

 
Strasbourg was an important town for John Calvin. He pastored French Huguenot 
refugees, got married, and wrote a second edition to his famous book, the Institutes. 
Strasbourg, as a free imperial town, was a beacon for Protestantism right from the 
16th century. During his time in Strasbourg, Calvin was not attached to one 
particular church, but held his office successively in the Saint-Nicolas Church, 
the Sainte-Madeleine Church and the former Dominican Church, renamed the 
Temple Neuf. (All of these churches still exist, but none is in the architectural state 
of Calvin's days.) 
 
Strasbourg's historic city center, the Grande Île ("Grand Island"), was classified a 
World Heritage site by UNESCO in 1988, the first time such an honor was placed 
on an entire city center. Strasbourg is famous for old half-timber houses, waterways, 
and the colossal single spire of its red-sandstone cathedral. Both World Wars 
brought destruction here, but today it is a delightful taste of France. Strasbourg is 
the capital and principal city of the Alsace region. With over 700,000 inhabitants, its 
metropolitan area is the ninth largest in France.  
 
Cathedral of Notre-Dame (Cathédrale Notre Dame) 
Until 1874 this was the tallest church in the world. Today it is the 6th tallest and its 
tower dominates the Strasbourg skyline. The ground on which this magnificent 
edifice stands has been used for religious purposes for over 3000 years. The present 
cathedral took many centuries to finish and has three distinctive styles. The North  
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Transept and the Quire were built in the Romanesque style. In 1225 the Gothic style 
was introduced by stonemasons from Chartres and the statue of the “Pillar of 
Angels” in the South Transept was sculpted during the same period. The famous 
West Front with its 1000’s of sculpted figures representing the saints, the martyrs 
and the Virtues is a magnificent example of the Gothic style. The North Tower, 
built in 1439, is 142 meters high and on a clear day you can see for over 30km from 
the observation level. The Lawrence Portal in the North Transept was finished in 
1505 in the Renaissance style.  
 
Church of St. Thomas (Eglise Saint-Thomas) 

This has been the main Protestant church since 
1549. Reformer Martin Bucer served here as a 
pastor from 1531 to 1540, despite the fact that 
the area was annexed to Catholic France during 
that time period. The site was used as a place of 
worship under Thomas the Apostle as early as 
the sixth century. The church is an excellent 
example of Alsatian Gothic art. Its choir is 
home to the impressive mausoleum of the 
Maréchal de Saxe, a masterpiece of 18th-century 
baroque funerary art. The church is 
internationally renowned for its historic and 

musically-significant organs. Mozart played the Silbermann organ here in 1778. 
Don’t miss the important and richly decorated tombs that range from the elaborate 
to the somewhat macabre! The Sunday services are at 9:15 AM in German and 
10.30 AM in French. Address: Place Saint-Thomas, 67000 Strasbourg.  
 
Bouclier Church (Église Reforme du Bouclier) 
John Calvin was the first pastor here and it is still going strong. It is home to a 
French congregation and also the International Church of Strasbourg, ICS. Their 
website states: “…ICS… will reach both believers and non-believers residing in and 
around Strasbourg… With God's blessing we sacrifice, labor, and pray, trusting that 
He will work a great work through us to His Glory.” Reformation Tours’ clients 
have had some great fellowship with ICS and the French congregation also invites 
all to come and join in a service. Sunday service times: 10:30 AM, followed by 
fellowship lunch. Address: 4, Rue du Bouclier, La Petite France.  
 
Saint-Aurelie Church (Église Sainte-Aurélie de Strasbourg) 
The Saint-Aurelie church was the market gardeners' parish. Like many others in 
Strasbourg, it was reformed at the beginning of the 16th century and has stayed that 
way ever since. Martin Bucer was its pastor from 1524 to 1530. In 1765 its nave was 
completely rebuilt, based on the architectural principal that the prayer room should 
be centered around the pulpit and the altar.  
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The Protestant Church of St. Peter the Young (Saint-Pierre-le-Jeune) 
Built from the end of the 13th century to the beginning of the 14th century, this 
church is one of Strasbourg's most inspiring buildings. The church became 
Protestant in 1524 and its congregation forms part of the Protestant Church of 
Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine. In 1683, when the chancel was given 
to a Catholic parish, a wall was built behind the jube, dividing the church. After the 
Catholics' departure in 1893, the furniture in the chancel was kept.  
 
St. Nicholas Church (Église Saint Nicolas) 
The church was built between 1387 and 1454 on the site of an earlier church 
dedicated to Mary Magdalene. This earlier church, which dated from 1182, had been 
built on the site of a small Roman fort. The tower with its tapering spire was erected 
in 1585 in the Gothic style. The interior was remodeled during the 17th Century. 
The interior contains remains of 15th Century frescoes. The Church no longer 
functions as a parish church, due to the decline of the population of the centre of 
Strasbourg. Today it is used by a Christian ministry called "Renouveau Saint 
Nicholas" which does local outreach and mission in Strasbourg under the  name 
SEMIS - Evangelical Mission Society Interior Strasbourg.  
 
Saint Peter the Old Church (Église Saint Pierre-le-Vieux) 
This is probably the first church to be built in Strasbourg and it is certainly worth a 
visit. Although the first mention of the church was documented in 1130, there are 
several vestiges from a much older church dating back to somewhere between the 
4th and the 8th centuries. The church you can visit today was built in 1382 and it 
has the particularity of being both a Catholic and a Protestant church. From 1382 to 
1529 it belonged to the Catholic congregation of the city. In 1529 it was handed 
over to the Lutherans, before becoming the first double-religion church in France in 
1638. In 1867, due to the growing Catholic congregation, the architect Courath was 
commissioned to build an extension perpendicular to the original building. In 1912 
two of the bays were demolished to make room for the new Rue de 22 Novembre 
(The date when Alsace was annexed to France, rather than Germany in 1918). At 
this time a new façade and a bell tower was added.  
 

La Petite France Quarter 
This is the most picturesque district of old Strasbourg and much of it remains as it 
was in John Calvin’s day. With some imagination, today’s visitor to La Petite France 
district can imagine John Calvin’s life here.  With gingerbread half-timber houses 
that seem to lean precariously over the canals of the Ill, plus old-fashioned shops, 
and inviting little restaurants, "Little France" is the most magical neighborhood in 
Strasbourg. The district, just southwest of the center, is historically Alsatian in style 
and filled with Renaissance buildings that have survived plenty of wars. Wander up 
and down the tiny streets that connect Rue du Bain-aux-Plantes and Rue des 
Dentelles to Grand-Rue, and stroll the waterfront promenade.  



 

 

Constance 

Constance, or Konstanz, lies on the banks of the Rhine and also by the lake which is 
called Lake Constance or Lake Bodensee. The town was named after Emperor 
Constantius Chlorus, who helped to fortify the town. The first Bishop took 
residence in 585 and the town became an important spiritual center. It is among the 
best-preserved medieval towns in Germany, as the Allies were unwilling to risk 
inadvertently bombing neutral Switzerland during the war, so the town is a gem of 
history and a delight to stroll through.  
 
The Council of Constance (1414 – 1418) met to resolve the schism that divided 
the church when three popes ruled at once.  John Wycliffe, who had died thirty 
years previously, was condemned as a heretic and his bones were ordered to be 
exhumed and burned. He was condemned on 250 counts.  
 
The Protestant Reformation took hold in Constance in the 1520s, headed by  
Ambrosius Blarer, his brother Thomas, and their cousins Johannes and Konrad 
Zwick. Soon the city declared itself officially Protestant. Pictures were removed from 
the churches, and the bishop temporarily moved to Meersburg, a small town across 
the lake. The city followed the Tetrapolitan Confession at first, then the Augsburg 
Confession. However, in 1548 Emperor Charles V imposed the Imperial Ban on 
Constance and it had to surrender to Habsburg Austria which had suddenly attacked.  
Thus Constance lost its status as an imperial city. The new Habsburg rulers were 
eager to re-Catholicize the town and in 1604 a Jesuit College was opened.  
 
Jan Hus 
In 1415 pre-Reformer Jan Hus, together with his brother in faith Hieronymus of 
Prague, were tried by the Council of Constance. After his trial, a dunce cap with 
demons and the title “Arch-heretic” was placed on Hus. He responded, “Most 
joyfully will I wear this cross of shame, for Thy sake, O Jesus, who for me did wear 
a crown of thorns.” Hus was burnt at the stake on July 6, 1415 with Wycliffe’s 
manuscript Bibles used as kindling for the fire. The last words of John Hus were 
that, “in 100 years, 
God will raise up a 
man whose calls for 
reform cannot be 
suppressed.” Almost 
exactly 100 years 
later, in 1517, Martin 
Luther nailed his 
famous 95 Theses. 
The Hussenstein 
memorial stone 
marks the spot.  
 



 

 

John Hus House (Hus Haus)  
While in Constance, Hus lived in the "Red Can" House at Hussenstrasse 22, the 
home of a widow. The building is now used as a restaurant.  
 
The Hus Museum  
The Hus museum, is housed in a collection of buildings dating from the 15th/16th 
century. The exhibitions include life in 14th century Prague and the story of his 
martyrdom. The building was a place Hus frequented and was acquired in 1923 by 
the Prague Museum Society.  

 
Dominican Monastery.  
After a few days imprisonment under the Münster, Hus was imprisoned in the 
monastery.  Ironically, his former prison cell is now a luxury suite in the Insel Hotel. 
This was a Mendicant order monastery founded in 1235. In the former church nave 
(today a function room) there are rich early Gothic and high Gothic frescoes, some 
of which are among the oldest of their kind in Europe (pre-1276). The Medieval 
cloister has frescoes from the late 19th century  and are well worth seeing. Viewing 
by tour groups is only by prior appointment or as part of a special guided tour 
organized by the local Tourism Information office.  
 

The City Hall (Rathaus)  
It has a façade decorated with paintings of the history of Constance.  Note the 16th 
century dwelling in the courtyard of the City Hall between the two round towers.   

 
Imperial Harbor Statue   
This statue stands at the harbor entrance of Constance, as reminder of the Council 
of Constance that took place here between 1414 and 1418. The statue has her arms 
outstretched and is 
holding two grotesque 
figures who have 
donned an imperial 
crown and a papal 
tiara, the insignia of 
worldly and religious 
power. It shows a 
woman holding Pope 
Martin V and 
Emperor Sigismund in 
her hands, 
representing the 
Catholic and secular 
powers.  
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Zurich 

  
Zürich is one of the prettiest cities in all of Europe and a favorite of visitors. 
Despite being the largest city in Switzerland with 375,000 residents, it still manages 
to retain its Old World charm. The Altstadt (Old Town) is one of the most 
intriguing in Switzerland, with numerous historic churches, riverside quays, and 
winding cobblestone streets ideal for exploring. Zurich dates its origins from 15BC; 
by the tenth century, the town had acquired the status of a city.  
 
Grossmünster Church 
The twin towers face the River Limmat 
and have become the most recognizable 
symbols in Zurich. Originally endowed by 
Charlemagne, parts of this church date 
back to the 11th and 13th centuries. 
Although cleansed of much 
ornamentation, there are still remains of a 
Romanesque cloister, 12th-century statuary 
and more recently added stained glass in the choir by Augusto Giacometti (Alberto’s 
cousin). Most importantly, Zwingli began his great Reformation teaching here in 
1518. He used this platform to begin teaching his reform theologies that led the way 
to Zurich’s eventual freedom from Rome’s control.  

Romanesque Cloister 
Next to the Grossmünster on Zwingliplatz is the cathedral's chapterhouse, which 
now houses the Theological Institute of Zürich University. Here a door leads to an 
atmospheric cloister (1170-80), renovated in the 1960s. This is well worth visiting, 
and makes for a very tranquil resting spot to relax during a visit to Zurich. 



 

 

Zwingli Statue 
The Ulrich Zwingli monument is located below the Grossmünster by the Limmat 
River. On the monument he holds both a Bible and a sword, as a believer that the 
church and state were both part of the Christian nation.  

Church of Our Lady (Fraumünster) 
Although this beautiful Catholic church dates from the ninth century (when it was a 
Benedictine abbey), it is often the five 20th-century stained-glass windows in the 
choir by Marc Chagall (1970) that attract visitors. These glass works of art are best 
seen in the morning light. The church itself was begun in the 12th century, although 
the undercroft contains the original abbey crypt. The Fraumünster spire is an 
elegant and notable landmark dating from 1732. The rest of the church is 
predominantly Gothic, although the choir is Romanesque.  
 
Zwingli’s study (Zwingli-Stube)  
The unassuming office building at 13 Kirchgasse belies the importance of the work 
that was accomplished within its walls. Here is the "Helferei", the office where 
Huldrych Zwingli studied and wrote the sermons that forever altered Zürich and 
Switzerland. The rough, wood-paneled walls and sloping wooden floor appear just 
as they did in the 16th century, as do the thick glass windows looking out on the 
garden out back. The entire Helferei is still owned by the church. Downstairs the 
building houses a bookstore, a fair trade shop, meeting rooms and a chapel dating 
from 1856. Zwingli's office is still used by the Grossmünster's ministers, who draw 
inspiration from the space as they prepare their sermons. 



 

 

 
Anabaptist Memorial on Limmat River 
This simple granite memorial states: "Here in the middle of the River Limmat from 
a fishing platform were drowned Felix Manz and five other Anabaptists during the 
Reformation of 1527 to 1532. Hans Landis, the last Anabaptist, was executed in 
Zurich during 1614." 

 
The Anabaptists had the same beliefs as other Christians of the Reformation: that 
the Bible was the sole authority in matters of faith and practice, that people were 
made right in the sight of God by faith (not by doing religion), that Christ alone was 
the mediator with God (not Mary), that salvation was by God's grace (not the mass). 
However they differed in the area of believers’ baptism, rather than just infant 
baptism. They also believed that the church should be independent of the authority 
of the state and that true faith was demonstrated by holiness of life.  

St. Peter’s Church (St. Peterskirche)  
Zurich’s oldest church dates from the early 
part of the 8th century but has been 
renovated several times. In 1534, the tower 
was extended to accommodate the 
enormous clock and the nave was rebuilt in 
1705. Inexpensive and even free classical 
concerts are often held here and open to the 
public.  

 

Page 44 

 



 

 

Swiss Alps 

Grindelwald is one of the most popular and cosmopolitan holiday and excursion 
destinations in Switzerland, and the largest ski resort in the Jungfrau region. Thanks 
to its magnificent vista, Grindelwald attracted its first guests – primarily the English 
– from the end of the 18th century onwards. The actual breakthrough of Alpinism 
occurred in the mid-19th century, and local mountain guides climbed the peaks of 
the region with English tourists.  
 

 
This town remains among the most popular in the Berner Oberland for the simple 
reason that it is one of the most accessible of the region's mountaintop resorts at 
3,393’. Strung along a mountain roadway with one main train station (and another 
used mainly for excursions to and from the mountains), it makes an excellent base 
for a leisure day on a tour. Numerous shops, restaurants, spas and leisure options 
such as bicycle rental beckon. Once off the main road, there are gorgeous Alpine 
hikes in all directions.  

 
Kleine Scheidegg 
High above Grindelwald is this mountain top railway station, offering incredible 
views and fresh-cooked bratwurst in a marvelous setting. This is an easy outing that 
offers incredible scenery on the Wengernalp Railway, which has cog-wheeled trains. 
During the marvelous twenty minute ride up to 6,762’ travelers are treated to 
incredible views of the peaks of Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau, Kleine Scheidegg. This 
is the starting point for those wanting to go to the Jungfraujoch- a yet higher 
mountain.  
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Walk to Mannlichen and Wengen 
From the train at Klein Scheidegg there is also a lovely gentle trail that after ten 
minutes walking yields a superb mountain chalet restaurant. Adventurous ones may 
wish to stroll onwards 90-minutes on a nearly level easy stroll through Alpine vistas, 
toward the Mannlichen cable car Summit. After the breathtaking ride down the ski 
village of Wengen, there are numerous restaurants and shops. From here it is three 
trains down and over to the hotel in Grindelwald, making a giant loop and easy day 
trip out.   

 
Jungfraujoch, “Top of Europe” 
Jungfraujoch lies in the heart of the Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. From Klein Scheidegg catch another train ride up to Europe's highest 
railway station, located at 11,333’. Snow and ice are 100% guaranteed at the summit.  
From the Sphinx Observatory, look out over Aletsch Glacier and past the snow-
capped Alpine peaks toward France and Italy. Morning visits are suggested as 
afternoons are frequently cloudy.  
 
Mürren 
This is a car-free resort, perched on a mountaintop shelf, and is accessible only by 
cable cars from the Lauterbrunnen Valley. Getting here by local trains and cablecars 
is half the fun, and makes for a great leisure day on a tour. This village is everything 
one could daydream of – wooden houses with red geranium filled window boxes, 
set with an unrivaled panorama of the peaks of Jungfrau, Mönch, and Eiger. It’s 
quiet, charming and almost intoxicating. Try local cheese and get picnic supplies 
from the shops and have a memorable moment. Hikers can combine bluff-top trails 
with staggering views and stroll the paved trail downhill to Gimmelwald past 
mooing cows in alpine meadows. Don’t forget to bring Swiss chocolate along!  
 
Lauterbrunnen Valley 
This high alpine valley is ranked as one of the most beautiful places in Switzerland 
and is easily reached by trains from Grindelwald. What really sets this mountainous 
masterpiece apart are the more than 70 waterfalls (Lauterbrunnen means "only 
springs") that line the length of the 3-km-long (2-mile-long) valley. Some plummet 
from sky-high crags, others cascade out of cliff-face crevasses, while many are 
hidden within the rocks themselves; the largest, the Staubbach Falls, were 
immortalized by Goethe, Wordsworth, and Byron, who described them as "the tail 
of a white horse blowing in the breeze." For scenery supreme, Lauterbrunnen can't 
be topped. 

 
Firstbahn  
Among the greatest attractions in Grindelwald is the Firstbahn, a 30-minute gondola 
ride that is one of Europe's longest lifts and offers lovely views of the wide valley 
below. From the top, you can engage in all sorts of outdoor thrills, from soaring on 
a zip line in summer to sledding down in winter. Firstbahn is the starting point for 
an easy 3-km (2-mile) walk to the Bachalpsee.  



 

 

Geneva 

  
 
Geneva, the second-largest city in Switzerland after Zürich, is located in the Rhône 
Valley very close to the French border. The bustling modern city has a beautiful 
location - situated on an alpine lake within view of Mont Blanc - and many things to 
see. Geneva has several sites of religious interest, most notably those associated 
with John Calvin, the Protestant Reformer second in importance only to Martin 
Luther. Calvin led the Reformation in Geneva for decades, preaching his doctrines 
in St. Peter's Cathedral and the Auditoire de Calvin. Geneva became famous as a model 
of an ideal Protestant city, and reformers came from all over to learn from Calvin 
and his colleagues. Geneva is also the headquarters of global organizations like the 
United Nations (European office), Red Cross and Red Crescent, the World Council 
of Churches, and the Lutheran World Federation. 
 
Reformation Monument  
This huge monument was constructed in 1917 to commemorate Geneva's 
significant role in the Reformation. This imposing structure is 325 feet long, 30 feet 
high and dominates the large Parc des Bastions. It centers on 15 foot-tall statues of 
four Geneva luminaries: Guillaume Farel, Jean Calvin, Théodore de Bèze, and John 
Knox, who are flanked by smaller statues of major Protestant figures, bas-reliefs, 
and inscriptions. One of the reliefs shows Roger Williams and the Pilgrim Fathers 
praying on the deck of the Mayflower; another features the 1689 presentation of the 
Bill of Rights to the King William of Orange by the English Parliament. On either 
side of the broad steps, rectangular blocks engraved with the names of Luther and 
Zwingli honor the two other great reformers who shaped the sixteenth century 
Reformation, especially in Switzerland. It also shows the name of Marie Dentière, 
one of the first women of the time to be historian and theologian. The inscription 
“POST  TENEBRAS LUX” (After the darkness, light) is the motto adopted by 



 

 

Geneva after the Reformation, and also a trigram IHS in Greek letters, reproducing 
the name of Jesus in a contracted form (IHESUS). 
 

Calvin's Oratory (Auditoire de Calvin) 
French-born reformer John Calvin founded a Christian academy in 1559 in a simple, 
but elegant 13th-century Gothic chapel built over a 5th-century church. Both Calvin 
and Scottish Reformer John Knox preached and taught here.  Protestant refugees 
from around Europe were also invited to hold services at the chapel in their native 
English, Italian, Spanish, German, and Dutch. The side chapels have information 
about Calvin and show the spread and impact of the Reformation movement in 
Geneva. The Auditoire is still used by the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian), the 
Dutch Reformed Community, and the Waldensian Church of Italy. English-
speakers may wish to join the Church of Scotland's Sunday service at 11am. 
 
Cathedral of St. Peter (Cathédrale St. Pierre) 
The imposing Romanesque-Gothic cathedral is best known as the church where 
John Calvin gave his inspiring sermons during the mid-16th century. The Catholic 
cathedral of St. Peter became a Protestant church in 1536 and the cathedral became 
the guiding center of Protestantism. Like reformers all over Europe, Calvin's 
followers stripped Geneva's cathedral of its altars, statues, paintings and furniture. 
Only the stained glass windows remained. There is a spectacular panoramic view of 
Geneva available from the north tower of the cathedral, which is reached by 
climbing 157 narrow, winding steps. Northwest of the choir is the Rohan Chapel, 
which contains the 19th-century tomb of Duc Henri de Rohan (1579-1638), leader 
of the French Protestants. The 14th-century Gothic Chapel of the Maccabees was 
used as a warehouse and then a lecture hall after the Reformation, but in 1878, it 
was reconsecrated and richly decorated. 
 
Reformation Museum 
Opened in 2005, the International Museum of the Reformation in Geneva vividly 
depicts the history of the Reformation initiated by Martin Luther, John Calvin and 
others. Drawing on numerous archival documents and a rich iconography, the 
Museum provides a detailed chronicle of the Reformation, from its origins to the 
present. Excavations have revealed the remains of two 4th-century Christian 
sanctuaries, mosaic floors from the late Roman Empire, portions of three early 
churches, and an 11th-century crypt beneath the present cathedral. The ruins 
encompass many different eras and there are audio guides in English and excellent 
signs in English. 
 
Jet d’Eau Fountain 
Jet d'Eau, literally meaning “water jet”, is the huge Fountain on the Geneva Lake, in 
the city of Geneva, Switzerland. This is Europe's tallest fountain and it shoots 132 
gallons of water, 459 feet into the air. Jet d'Eau is one of the symbols of Geneva. 
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Reformation Timeline 

 
Pre-Reformation Events 

1211 
Followers of Peter Waldo were known as Waldensians, “Poor in Spirit.” Pope 
Lucius III excommunicated them in 1184. In 1211, more than eighty were burned as 
heretics in Strasbourg, beginning centuries of persecution.  

1384 
The Wycliffe Bible was the first translation of the scripture into English. John 
Wycliffe determined that every believer should have access to a Bible in his or her 
own language. His followers became known as Lollards. 

1415 
Jan Hus was condemned at the Council of Constance and martyred for his beliefs. 
The bonfire used for his execution was fueled with his copy of Wycliffe’s books. He 
sang praises until his final breath. 

By 1455 
Johann Gutenberg’s development of moveable type enabled the teaching of the 
Reformers to be widely circulated. By 1455, around 180 Bibles had been printed at a 
cost of nearly a year’s wages. 

1497 
At the carnival in Florence, Dominican Monk Girolamo Savonarola organized the 
“Bonfire of the Vanities.” He sent children door-to-door to gather the worldly 
things that were distracting people from true Christian living. The pile of books, 
cosmetics, dresses, masks, musical instruments, cards and other materials was 
estimated to be fifteen stories high. 
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Reformation Events 

1517 
October 31, 1517, Martin Luther is 
said to have nailed the 95 Theses on 
the door of Castle Church in 
Wittenberg marking the start of the 
Reformation. Many theologians 
think that the theses actually 
accompanied a letter to his 
superiors as a basis for discussion.  

1519 
At the Disputation of Leipzig, 
Andreas von Carlstadt and Luther debated with Dominican Friar Johann Eck. Eck 
forced Luther to admit that he agreed with Jan Hus (who was burned at the stake as 
a heretic), but this only served to strengthen Luther’s resolve. 

1521 
Emperor Charles V called for the famous Diet of Worms to allow the Pope’s 
ambassador, Cardinal Aleander, to examine Luther to see if he was a heretic. It was 
here that Luther made his famous reply including these words, “…my conscience is 
captive to the word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go 
against conscience is neither safe nor right. God help me! Amen.” 

1521 
The Edict of Worms, signed by Emperor Charles V, declared Martin Luther a 
heretic and placed him under an imperial ban. It also specified that all Luther’s 
books were to be burned. 

1522 
While being kept safe by his friend Frederick the Wise in Wartburg Castle, Luther 
translated the entire New Testament into the German language in two and a half 
months 

1523 
Ulrich Zwingli presented his 67 Theses at the Zurich Disputation, before hundreds 
of educated men. These included such topics as allowing clergy to marry, the mass 
being a celebration not a sacrifice and more. 

1524-1526 
The German peasants, angered by rising prices and the feudal system, decided to 
revolt in June 1524. Luther, in speaking on spiritual matters, made it clear that the 
Christian was “a perfect free lord of all, subject to none.” The peasants interpreted 
this politically. The Peasant’s Revolt began peacefully, but by 1525, the protests 
turned violent. At about the same time, Luther wrote a tract on Earthly 
Government stating that secular authorities should be obeyed. In the tract he called 
for patience and prayer and rejected the violence of the Revolt. As a result, many of 
the peasants rejected Luther. 

1526 
William Tyndale published an English language New Testament in Worms. The 
Bibles were then smuggled into England and distributed. 

 



 

 

 
1530 

Emperor Charles V called the Parliament together in Augsburg to resolve the 
political, religious and social problems created by the Reformation. The result was a 
document called the Augsburg Confession, which is still the Lutheran doctrinal 
standard. 

1530-1531 
The Schmalkaldic League was formed in the winter of 1530-31 as a defensive 
alliance against the empire. In a meeting set up by princes Philip of Hesse and John 
of Saxony, eight princes and eleven cities met and adopted the Augsburg 
Confession. 

1536 
Menno Simons, the former Priest, gathered the scattered Anabaptists into 
congregations. They then became known as Mennonites. This group has influenced 
Baptists, Amish, Hutterites and Quakers. 

1539 
The Treaty of Frankfurt was an attempt to bring peace between the Schmalkaldic 
League and Emperor Charles V. Unfortunately it failed to prevent future wars 
between Catholics and Protestants. 

1549 
“Consensus Tigurinius” - Calvinists and Zwinlians agree about communion. 

1555 
The Peace of Augsburg was an edict of toleration for Lutheranism. The outcome 
became known as ‘cuius regio, eius religio,’ (not actually in the Peace) which meant 
that each individual prince could choose the religion for his area. Lutheranism was 
formally recognized, but the other Reformation movements were not. 

1563 
The Heidelberg Catechism is one of the most important Calvinistic statements of 
faith. 

1572 
The St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre began with the murder of Gaspard de 
Coligny, one of the Huguenot leaders. Beginning in Paris and spreading to Rouen, 
Lyons, Bourges, Orleans, Bordeaux and beyond, up to 10,000 Huguenots were 
killed. The few survivors who fled to other countries, were imprisoned or enslaved. 

1618-1648 
The Thirty Years War took place. Society broke down in this period and two-thirds 
of the population died through warfare, famine and plague. 

1648 
After years of struggle, a series of treaties known as ‘The Peace of Westphalia’ were 
signed in Münster, by Emperor Frederick III. This was the start of the separation of 
church and state. Calvinists were added to the list of tolerated religions, which 
brought increased stability. 
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Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

Luther's early years 
Martin Luther was born November 10, 1483 in Eisleben and baptized the very next 
day in the Church of St Peter and St Paul in Eisleben on St Martin's Day. When 
Martin was only 6 months old, the family moved to Mansfield. His father, Hans 
Luther, a successful copper miner and his mother Margarethe were very strict, but 
they were committed to giving their children a good education.   
 
Luther the school-boy 
Martin Luther began attending the local school 
in Mansfield, at age 4, where he learnt the 
beliefs and practices of the Catholic Church, as 
well as music. This was all taught in Latin. 
When he was 14, he was sent to Cathedral 
school at Magdeburg. The teachers were 
members of the Brethren of the Common Life, 
who stressed Bible reading and living simply. 
At 15, he transferred to St. George's Latin 
School in Eisenach, staying with the Cotta family (see illustration).  
 
Luther the student 
Luther was sent to Erfurt University by his father Hans, who wanted the best 
university for his son. At that time it had approximately one thousand students and 
four colleges: Theology, Liberal Arts, Medicine and Law. He studied law, as his 
Father had wished, earning a liberal arts degree in 1502 and a Master's arts degree in 
February 1505. While he was there, he furthered his Latin studies and cultivated his 
love of music. He also continued his religious training, attending mass regularly and 
praying daily.  
 
Luther the monk 
Luther entered the Erfurt Monastery on July 17 1505 and joined the Augustinian 
Order of Hermit. While he was there, he studied the Bible and teachings of the 
Catholic Church. He memorized much of both the New and the Old Testament, 
reading 10 Psalms a day. His reading led him to see God as a righteous judge and he 
became keenly aware of his own imperfection. He fulfilled the rigorous duties of a 
monk, but compulsively, in a desperate attempt to achieve forgiveness. Luther first 
had the opportunity to read a Bible in Latin in 1503. It was a rare book in those 
times and it so excited Luther that he came back to the library repeatedly to read it. 
"Oh that God would give me such a book for myself" he thought. While he was in  
hiding in the Wartburg Castle in 1521-22 he translated the New Testament from 
Latin--the language of scholars and clergy--into the German vernacular. In 1534 
"The complete Bible of Martin Luther" was first printed at Wittenberg by Hans 
Lufft in 1534. It is said that Lufft sold over 100,000 copies of Luther's Bible in forty 
years.  
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Martin Luther the Reformer 
The start of the 
Protestant 
Reformation is 
"officially" 
recognized as 
October 31 1517, 
when Luther posted 
the 95 Theses on 
the door of the 
Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. There is 
some debate, 
however, that this 
actually happened, 
as the first account 

comes from Melanchthon after Luther’s death. He definitely sent a letter to his 
superiors in the Augustinian Order and included the 95 Theses as a basis for 
discussion. The reformation had been brewing across Europe for many years. 
Luther was fortunate to have a protector and supporter, Frederick the Wise. The 
invention of moveable type by Gutenberg, also meant that Luther's books, Bibles, 
pamphlets etc could be widely distributed.  
 
Luther's Marriage 
Although Luther highly approved of marriage, he himself was a confirmed bachelor. 
One of his duties was to find suitable husbands for the 12 nuns who had escaped 
from the convent in Grimma. Katharina was the last and despite all his efforts 
refused to marry anyone but him! This was during the Peasant's War and the Pope 
and Charles V were still after him. However, On June 13, 1525, Luther (42) married 
Katie (26) in Wittenberg. The couple had 6 children and looked after several more. 
They kept a houseful of guests and were very happy. He commented that she was 
more precious than the kingdom of France and the riches of Venice and had many 
pet names for her, such as "My Lord Katie" and "My rib".  
 
Luther's Death 
Luther passed away at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon on 18 February 1546. He 
had come to mediate a dispute between the Counts of Mansfield, but the journey 
from Wittenberg had weakened him. The funeral was held in St Andrew's Church 
the following day and Justus Jonas preached. A second funeral was held on the 20th, 
then his coffin was carried on a wagon to Wittenberg. He was laid to rest in the 
Castle Church in Wittenberg on 22 February 1546. 
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John Calvin (1509 – 1564) 

Calvin's Early Years 
Calvin was born on July 10, 1509 in Noyon, France, the son of Gerard LeFranc 
Calvin, who was a registrar for the county with connections to the Cathedral. He 
had an older brother, Charles, and three younger brothers. His mother, Jeanne 
LeFranc Calvin, died while he was yet a child. His father remarried and added two 
daughters to the family. There is now a museum at the site of his birthplace.   

Calvin’s Education 
Calvin was educated in his home town while being employed by 
the church (though he did no actual work at the church, as was 
a common practice). At the age of 14, he moved into his uncle’s 
home and began attending the College de La Marche, majoring 
in Latin. He received his B.A. in philosophy and Theology in 
early 1528 from College de Montainge. At his father’s urging, he 
began to pursue his law degree at the University of Orleans and 
added Greek to his studies at the University of Bourges. 
However, he abandoned his studies in late 1530 due to his 
father’s illness (his father died in May 1531).   

Calvin’s Conversion 
Calvin underwent a “sudden conversion” in 1533, at which time he began pursuing 
the things of God wholeheartedly and soon found himself leading his first group of 
Reformers in Paris. His new affiliation was not looked upon kindly and he spent the 
next year breaking with Rome and even being imprisoned for a time.   

Calvin’s Influential Writing 
In 1536, Calvin completed his first edition of The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion. Originally printed in Basel, the book laid out specifically the beliefs of the 
French Protestant movement. Calvin stated, in no uncertain terms, the movement’s 
rejection of papal rule, the belief in justification by faith in Jesus Christ alone and his 
most controversial belief—that of predestination. Calvin continued to add to and 
refine Institutes, and many of his other more popular works. A final copy of 
Institutes was published in 1559—it had grown from 111 pages to an impressive 
544 pages.   

Calvin and Geneva 
In 1536, William Farel, Geneva’s leading Reformer at the time, convinced Calvin to 
join him in Geneva to help further the cause of the Reformation. Although the 
Genevans did declare allegiance to Reform teachings shortly after Calvin’s arrival, 
his stay was very controversial. The two men brought huge changes in very little 
time which perhaps was a bit too much for the citizens. After facing fierce 
opposition, Calvin & Farel were forced to leave in 1538.   



 

 

Calvin's Marriage 
Upon leaving Geneva, Calvin went to Strasburg, Germany 
under the urging of Martin Bucer. Calvin’s stay in Germany was 
very productive. He preached to French refuges, taught at 
Bucer’s school, finished his own post-graduate work and wrote 
much to clarify his “Calvinistic” teachings. Calvin was 
encouraged by his friends to marry, and thus took the widowed 
Idelette von Bure as his bride in 1540. She brought two children 
into their marriage and served the poor and sick faithfully. Their 
only child died as an infant in 1542 and Idelette died in 1549.  

Calvin Returns to Geneva 
In 1541, Calvin was called to return to Geneva. He was greeted with much fanfare. 
This time Geneva was ready for him. Shortly after his return, he established a 
church-run government in the city, fully supported by the Council. Calvin was not 
an easy leader. He expected a lot from his sheep and the rest of the town and 
imposed many restrictions on the citizens. Among those “forbidden things” were: 
dancing, theatre going, card playing, cursing, swearing, obscene songs, drunkenness, 
luxurious living and luxurious dressing. This strict moral code did not win him 
broad popularity, causing some to complain that they left the tyranny of one leader 
(the Pope) only to be subjected to the oppression of another.   

Calvin’s Accomplishments 
In 1559, Calvin established to University of Geneva—a grade school, high school 
and college all in one. His students hailed from around the continent and brought 
his teachings back to their homes in Scotland, Poland, the Netherlands, France, 
England, and Hungary. Calvin continued to write extensively and published 
numerous commentaries, tracts, Reformation documents and much more.   

Calvin’s Last Days 
Calvin worked hard—probably too hard for his own health. He often pushed 
himself to the point of exhaustion and beyond. His bout with malarial fever 
combined with his exhaustive lifestyle and frail overall health, led to an early demise. 
He preached his last sermon in February of 1564, spent his dying days with his very 
dear friends and associates and died peacefully on May 27, 1564 after years of much 
intense suffering. He was buried in a nearly unmarked grave that has since been lost. 
Calvin is remembered for his amazing contributions to forming the direction, heart 
and soul of what is today known as the Protestant faith.   
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Jan Hus (1369 - 1415) 

Hus' early years 
Jan Hus was born in the village of Husinec in southern Bohemia (today part of the 
Czech Republic) from which he took his name. In Czech the word "hus" means 
"goose." His parents were peasants—nameless and unknown. His mother taught Jan 
to pray and, as he grew older, influenced him toward a career as a priest.  
 
Hus the student 
Hus started his studies at Charles University in Prague in 1390. In 1393 he became a 
bachelor of arts and a year later a master of liberal arts. Hus recounts his poverty 
while studying at the university in Prague: "When I was a hungry young student, I 
used to make a spoon out of bread in order to eat peas with it. Then I ate the spoon 
as well."   

Hus the priest / Hus and Wycliffe 
Meanwhile, King Wenceslas' sister, Anne, 
married Richard II of England in 1382. When 
Hus's hotheaded friend Jerome of Prague 
returned from Oxford University, he brought 
many of Wycliffe's writings. They struck a 
chord with Hus and he hand copied many of 
these writings for his personal study. He 
agreed with Wycliffe that all people should be 
able to read the Bible in their own language. At 
that time, the Roman church threatened to 
execute anyone found reading the Bible in 
anything but Latin. Hus became a priest in 
1400 and began preaching in Czech at 

Bethlehem Chapel in 1402. He was a popular preacher and the congregation was 
often more than 3,000 people. He preached godliness and openly criticized the 
clergy, saying, "These priests...are drunks whose bellies growl with great drinking 
and are gluttons whose stomachs are overfilled until their double chins hang down." 
On December 20, 1409 the Pope issued a bull ordering all of Wycliffe's books to be 
burned and forbidding his teachings. The Czech people were incensed and there 
was an uprising. Hus continued to preach and his support grew, despite the entire 
city being excommunicated.   

Hus in exile 
In 1412, after the papal ban, Hus left Prague voluntarily and preached in the 
countryside and in small village churches, visiting towns such as Sezimovo Usti. Hus 
was not without his supporters, notably the Czech king Vaclav IV. During this time 
he published his most famous work De Ecclesia (concerning the church). In this 
work he stressed that Christ is the head of the Church, not Peter. He also challenged 
the power and authority of the pope and cardinals. 



 

 

Hus' condemnation 
On October 14, 1414 he began his journey to Constance joined by 30 riders. He had 
been promised safe passage by the Emperor Sigismund. He arrived on November 3, 
1414. Three weeks later, however, he was arrested and taken to a dank dungeon 
where he remained in chains for seventy-three days. His cell was next to a sewer and 
he spent those weeks in hunger and poor health. It was only when the pope's 
physician visited, that he was moved to a better cell. 

The first trial was on June 5, 1415 at the Franciscan monastery. On July 6, 1415 he 
was led into the Cathedral. A total of 30 charges were leveled against him, mostly 
false, including the charge that he'd referred to himself as the fourth person of the 
godhead. Repeatedly asked to recant, he refused unless convinced by scripture of his 
errors. His priests vestments were put on him, then ripped of and destroyed, as the 
priests declared that they were committing his soul to the devil. He was given a 
paper hat with pictures of the devil to wear, with the inscription 'haeresiarcha' (One 
who originates or is the chief proponent of a heresy or heretical movement). The 
Council of Constance also condemned Jerome of Prague and John Wycliffe.   

Hus' Martyrdom 
On July 6, 1414, Hus's hands were tied 
behind his back with ropes and a chain was 
placed around his neck. Wood and straw 
were placed all around him. Wycliffe's 
writings were used as kindling for the fire. 
Before the fire was lit, Count Palatine gave 
him one last chance to recant. He 
responded, "God is my witness that the 
evidence against me is false. I have never 
thought nor preached except with the one 
intention of winning men, if possible, from 
their sins. Today I will gladly die." 
As the flames began, he sang in Latin, 
"Christ, thou Son of the living God, have mercy upon me." His ashes were scattered 
in the Rhine River.  
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Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) 

Zwingli's Early Years 
Zwingli was the third of eight boys and two girls born 
to the successful district official, Ulrich Zwingli, of the 
town of Wildhaus. Zwingli’s uncle, Bartholomew, was 
pastor of Wildhaus until 1487 and subsequently 
became pastor and dean of Wesen on the Walensee. It 
was there that the younger Ulrich received his early 
education under his uncle’s guidance. He was sent, at 
the age of ten, to Gregory Bunzli of Wesen who was studying at Basel and teaching 
in the school of St. Theodore.   

Zwingli’s Higher Education 
Zwingli was educated at the University of Vienna, Berne and the University of 
Basel. He studied under some of the greatest Humanists of Switzerland. He was 
highly educated in the classical studies of poetry, philosophy, music, astronomy, 
physics and the ancient classics, acquiring his B.A. degree in 1504 and Master of 
Arts in 1506 at the University of Basel. It was, amazingly, amongst his total 
emersion in humanism at university, that Zwingli met men who would plant seeds 
of reformation in his mind.   
 
His Early Ministry 
In 1506 he was ordained into the priesthood in Glarus, where he began studying 
Erasmus—even going so far, it is said, to invite him for a visit (the invitation was 
declined). However, Erasmus’ writings were part of what is to be credited with 
Zwingli’s attention beginning to turn toward the reformation. In 1515, he moved to 
Einsiedeln, where he saw, up close, the evil inherent in certain practices from Rome 
such as the buying of indulgences. (Zwingli began preaching against and 
condemning them, several years before Luther, himself, did so.) He also strongly 
opposed the mercenary service, a practice that seemed especially to make the 
Roman church rich while killing young Swiss and leading others to a life of moral 
decay in the face of constant battle. Zwingli’s reform teachings became quite 
popular and on January 1, 1519, he was appointed priest at Grossmünster in 
Zürich.   

Zwingli Gets Serious 
Although the seeds of reform had already been planted and Zwingli was already 
preaching the beginnings of a reform platform, he had not yet given himself fully 
and completely to the Lord. For up to this time, he had some indiscretions in his 
behavior that he had not fully turned away from. But when the 1520 plague struck 
Zurich and destroyed nearly a third of its inhabitants, including Zwingli himself who 
had been faithfully ministering to the needs of his people, it appears as though he 
emerged from his near death experience a changed man.   



 

 

Zwingli Takes a Stand 
After he fully recovered from the plague, Zwingli began earnestly fighting for strict 
obedience to the literal teachings of scripture. In Switzerland, reform was brought 
about by appeal to the magistrate of the city who called for a debate between 
Roman Catholic theologians and reformers. He who defended his position most 
effectively and almost always it was the reformers—who based their arguments 
solely on scripture, was awarded the right to make, or not make, the disputed 
reform. Zwingli won his first of many successful debates in 1523. Some of the 
changes brought about by his debates were: Lent was abandoned, clerical celibacy 
was declared unbiblical, churches were severed from the papacy, the mass was 
replaced…just a few among many changes that Zwingli and others in Switzerland 
brought about.  

Zwingli and Luther 
Unfortunately, during this time of great victory for Zwingli and the Swiss reformers, 
a dispute with Luther and his German contemporaries curtailed any attempt at 
unifying the parties. The parties managed to agree on 15 points of essential reform 
doctrine. There was only one point of dispute between the camps. The dispute 
revolved around the understanding of the Lord’s Supper. The Swiss did not agree 
with Luther’s doctrine of consubstantiation; they viewed the act of honoring the 
Lord’s Supper as a more symbolic act, not a literal changing of the substance of the 
elements.  

Zwingli’s Marriage and Children 
Another controversy surrounding Zwingli’s life is his marriage to Anna Reinhard. 
Reportedly, Zwingli married Reinhard, a widow of high standing in the community, 
in a secret marriage in 1522. Zwingli kept his marriage a secret from all but his 
closest friends until he married her publicly on April 2, 1524. Regardless of this, 
theirs was seen as a good marriage which resulted in the birth of four children, 
adding to the three she brought into the marriage. Their names were Regula 
Zwingli, born July 13,1524; Wilhelm Zwingli, born January 29, 1526; Huldreich 
Zwingli, born Jan. 6, 1528 and Anna Zwingli, born May 4, 1530.  

Zwingli’s Opposition & Death 
In 1529, the officials in Rome began a wide campaign to end Protestantism in 
Switzerland. Their efforts began with an attempt to instill a false sense of security by 
suing the Swiss for “peace.” What in fact the Roman Catholic Church did was to 
buy themselves time to strengthen their troops for battle against the Swiss, as 
Zwingli suspected and warned against all along. In 1531, the Roman Catholic 
Church declared war against the Protestant Swiss in a sudden surprise attack. 
Zwingli joined the Swiss troops as chaplain. The Swiss lost decisively and Zwingli 
was killed at the battle of Kappel, his body defiled, on October 11, 1531.  
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Additional Biographies 

Girolamo Aleandro (1480-1542) 
Jerome Aleander was born near Venice and was one of the 
most learned men of his time. He held the office of librarian at 
the Vatican.  He went to Germany as papal nuncio 
(representative) for the coronation of Charles V and was also 
present at the 1519 Diet of Worms where he headed the 
opposition against Luther, advocating the most extreme 
measures to repress the doctrines of the reformer. His conduct 
evoked the fiercest denunciations of Luther, but it also 
displeased more moderate men and especially Erasmus. The 

edict against the reformer, which was finally adopted by the emperor and the diet, 
was drawn up and proposed by Aleander. 
 
Tommaso de Vio, Cajetan (1469-1534) 
Cajetan was an Italian Cardinal who was sent to the Diet 
of Augsburg in October 1518 to “examine and test the 
teachings of Luther.”  In 1519 he helped draw up the bull 
of excommunication against Luther.   
 
Andreas Bodenstein of Carlstadt (1480-1541) 

As early as 1516, German reformer Carlstadt presented 
theses denying free will and asserting the doctrine of 
salvation by grace alone. In 1518 he supported Luther 
against the attacks of Johann Maier von Eck by 
maintaining the supremacy of Scripture and in 1519 he 
appeared with Luther against Eck in the public 
disputation at Leipzig. He soon became known as the 
most extreme of the Wittenberg reformers. During 
Luther's stay at the Wartburg Castle (1521-22), he became 
the leader at Wittenberg and began to put his radical 
beliefs into effect. He spoke out against the monastic 

vowels, a special dress for clergy, the mass, and against images and pictures in the 
church.  His extreme spiritualization of religion tended to undermine the 
importance of the church and the sacraments. Upon his return Luther accused 
Carlstadt of betrayal and restored the more orthodox practices. He went to 
Switzerland where he was embraced by the reformers there and he became 
professor of theology at University of Basel. 
 
Charles V (1500-1558) 
On January 12, 1519 Holy Roman Emperor, Maximilian I died at age 60.  The pope 
did not want his grandson, Charles I of Spain nor Francis I of France to succeed 
him and preferred one of the electors of Germany.  The 7 electors favored Charles 
and at age 19, on June 28, 1519 he became the Holy Roman Emperor.  In Spain he 
was Charles I but in the HRE he was Charles V.  He was ruler of Burgundy, 



 

 

Luxemburg and the Netherlands at age 6.  By age 19 he was Europe’s most 
powerful ruler.  At his coronation, October 23, 1520, overseen by the archbishop of 
Cologne, he pledged himself to the Catholic Church.  Since the new emperor was 
preoccupied with wars Frederick remained the powerful man in Germany and he 
was not willing to surrender Luther.  Charles wished to stop Luther and convened 
the Diet of Worms. Charles stepped down from office in 1556 and died 2 years 
later. 

Martin Chemnitz (1522–1586)  

Chemnitz is regarded after Martin Luther as the 
most important theologian in the history of the 
Lutheran Church. Chemnitz combined a 
penetrating intellect and an almost encyclopedic 
knowledge of Scripture and the church fathers with 
a genuine love for the church. When various 
doctrinal disagreements broke out after Luther's 
death in 1546, Chemnitz determined to give 
himself fully to the restoration of unity in the 
Lutheran Church. He became the leading spirit and 
principal author of the 1577 Formula of Concord, 
which settled the doctrinal disputes on the basis of 

the Scriptures and largely succeeded in restoring unity among Lutherans. Chemnitz 
also authored the four volume Examination of the Council of Trent (1565–1573), in 
which he rigorously subjected the teachings of this Roman Catholic Council to the 
judgment of Scripture and the ancient church fathers. The Examination became the 
definitive Lutheran answer to the Council of Trent, as well as a thorough exposition 
of the faith of the Augsburg Confession. A theologian and a churchman, Chemnitz 
was truly a gift of God to the Church. 

Johann Maier von Eck (1486-1543) 
Eck was a Theologian and defender of Catholicism who  
challenged Carlstadt to a debate from June 27 – July 4, 
1519.  From that date until July 27 he debated Luther 
whom he admitted was superior to him in memory and 
learning. The Leipzig theologians, however,  declared Eck 
the winner.  At one point Luther said, "I am sorry that the 
learned doctor (Eck) only dips into the Scripture as the 
water-spider into the water --- nay, that he seems to flee 
from it as the Devil from the Cross. I prefer, with all 
deference to the Fathers, the authority of the Scripture, 
which I herewith recommend to the arbiters of our 
cause."  

Eck, who had a drinking problem, delighted in taking the papal bull personally to 
Luther in 1520 but he never made it to Wittenberg.  He was harassed while en route 
as he posted copies of the bull in various cities.  In Erfurt the people ripped it 



 

 

down.  He decided it was unsafe to take it to Wittenberg but rather sent it to the 
rector threatening closing of the university if they did not conform. Eck was also at 
the Diet of Worms where he led the interrogation against Luther along with 
Aleander and called for Luther’s punishment. 

Desiderius Erasmus Rotodamus (1466 or 1469-1536) 
Erasmus was a Dutch humanist, scholar, priest, 
satirist and theologian, and the intellectual of his 
day.  He has been called the crowning glory of the 
Christian humanists.  He, like Luther, objected to 
the abuses of the church but he wanted to reform it 
from within.  He saw the value of man and searched 
for honor, fame and wealth.  Luther searched for 
peace of mind, salvation from sin and the reform of 
abuses.  Erasmus defended Luther at first and had a 
great influence on Elector Frederick.  His most 
famous work was “In Praise of Folly”.   
Elector Frederick once asked him what he thought 
of Luther.  Erasmus sought first to not answer the 
question, screwed up his mouth, bit his lip and 

remained silent.  The Elector put his gaze on Erasmus meaning he wanted a reply.  
Erasmus, not knowing how to get out of the situation said,  “Luther has committed 
2 great faults; he has attacked the crown of the pope and the bellies of the monks.”  
The elector smiled so the learned man continued, “The cause of all this dispute is 
the hatred of the monks toward learning, and the fear they have of seeing their 
tyranny destroyed.  What weapons are they using against Luther?-clamor, cabals, 
hatred and libels.  The more virtuous a man is, and the greater his attachment to the 
gospel, the less he is opposed to Luther.  The severity of the bull has aroused the 
indignation of all good men, and no one can recognize in it the gentleness of a vicar 
of Christ.  Two only, out of all the universities, have condemned Luther; and they 
have only condemned him, not proven him wrong.  The world is searching for 
evangelical truth, lets us beware of setting up a blamable opposition.” 
 
Elector Frederick the Wise (1463-1525) 
Frederick III of Ernestine Saxony, commonly known as 
Frederick the Wise, became the first patron of the 
Protestant Reformation due to his defense of Luther 
during the early days of the Wittenberg reforms. He was 
the pope’s candidate for Holy Roman Emperor in 1519 
but he helped secure the election of Charles V.  The 
pope never wanted to offend him and thus was careful 
with how he handled Luther.  The emperor was getting 
old (Maximilian) and wanted his son King Charles of 
Spain and Naples to take his place.  The pope needed 
Fredericks support to prevent this happening. The pope 



 

 

also needed soldiers to fight against the invading Turks and Frederick was willing to 
help him.  His castle contained over 19,000 holy relics including a portion of Moses 
bush, parts of the manger, the cross and some of Mary’s milk.  He pressed the need 
of reform, was intrigued by Luther and protected him, even kidnapping him after 
the Diet of Worms.  Frederick had much more power over the Roman church 
leaders than most of the other princes.  Frederick always remained a catholic but felt 
Luther had many significant points and saw Luther’s movement as something that 
could help him break from the yoke of the papacy.  Many of the princes sided with 
Luther because they felt the church had too much influence in the politics and the 
church was forever getting money from their people that could have gone to them.  
Frederick died in 1525 and is buried in Wittenberg. 
 
Elector John Frederick (1503-1554) 

In 1532, John Frederick succeeded his father as elector. In 
the beginning he reigned with his half-brother, John Ernest, 
but in 1542 became sole ruler. He had been schooled by 
George Spalatin, his father’s chaplain and friend and 
supporter of Martin Luther.  Consequently the new elector 
was a follower of the teaching of Luther.  He was the leader 
of the Schmalkaldic League of Protestants formed in 1530 to 
protect the Reformation.  Along with Philip of Hesse he was 
an outspoken supporter of Luther and all the reformers.   
He fought in the Schmalkaldic War of 1546-47 and lost to 
Charles and the Pope’s forces.  When he died in 1554 he was 

buried near his father in Wittenberg. 
 
Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560) 
Born Philip Schwartzerd, (German: Schwartzerd; 
Greek:  Melanchthon) he was a collaborator with 
Luther, the first systematic theologian of the 
reformation and an influential designer of 
educational systems.  He was younger than Luther, 
shy, mild mannered and yet had Luther’s respect and 
devotion.  In many ways he tempered Luther. He 
entered University of Heidelberg and studied 
philosophy at the age of 13. He received his B.A. at 
age 14, and his PhD at age 17.  After receiving his 
master’s degree (1516) he studied theology.  He 
began to see true Christianity different from the 
established church.  He gained a professorship at 
Wittenberg, met Luther, whom he referred to as his 
spiritual father.  Melanchthon was present at the disputation at Leipzig (1519) as a 
spectator but greatly influenced the discussion with comments and suggestions.  He 
married Katharina, the mayor’s daughter.  The Augsburg Confession of 1530 was 
largely his work.  Even here Luther felt Melanchthon should have taken a firmer 
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position.  It has been said that while Luther scattered sparks among the people, 
Melanchthon by his humanistic studies won the sympathy of educated people and 
scholars for the reformation. Their relationship at the end was slightly strained 
because of theological points of view.  Upon Luther’s death Melanchthon said: 
"Dead is the horseman and chariot of Israel who ruled the Church in this last age of 
the world!"    He died in 1560 and is buried next to Luther. 
 
Carl von Miltitz (1490-1529) 
Miltitz was a Saxon nobleman, relative of Frederick and special representative of the 
pope sent to Frederick to present him the “golden rose.”  This was awarded to a 
Christian ruler once a year and had been blessed by the pope.  Luther and Miltitz 
met for 2 days.  Luther agreed to stop complaining about indulgences if the church 
would stop complaining about him.  Miltitz agreed to write a favorable letter to the 
pope asking him to have a German bishop examine Luther’s writings and point out 
any errors. Miltitz reported his findings to the pope who wrote a friendly letter to 
Luther and said he was pleased that Luther was willing to recant.  Miltitz had 
undoubtedly misunderstood Luther.  On October 9, 1519 Miltitz was again sent to 
Luther.  The meeting accomplished nothing. 
 
Popes 
During Luther’s lifetime there were 10 popes.  When he began to attract attention 
the list looked like this:  Julius II  1503-1513; Leo X  1513-1521;Hadrian VI  1521-
1523; Clement VI 1523-1534; Paul III  1534-1549. 
 
George Spalatin (1484-1545) 

Spalatin was a court chaplain and secretary to Elector 
Frederick.  He stood by the elector as a confidential 
advisor.  Spalatin met Luther in Wittenberg.  Spalatin never 
saw himself as a theologian and was greatly influenced by 
Luther.  He interpreted Luther’s writings and sermon to 
Elector Frederick and had a great influence on the elector’s 
son. 
 
 

Johann von Staupitz (1460-1524) 
Staupitz studied at the universities in Leipzig and 
Cologne and served on the faculty at Cologne. In 
1503 he was called by Frederick the Wise to serve as 
dean of the theological faculty at the newly founded 
University of Wittenberg. There he encouraged 
Luther to attain a doctorate in theology and 
appointed Luther as his successor to professor of 
Bible. During Luther's early struggles to understand 
God's grace, it was Staupitz who counseled Luther to 
focus on Christ and not on himself. 



 

 

 
Johann Tetzel  (1465-1519) 

Tetzel was a Dominican preacher who sold indulgences.  
He supposedly developed the refrain:  “As soon as a coin in 
the coffer ring/a soul from purgatory springs.” He was a 
gifted preacher and by 1517 he was the chief commissioner 
of indulgences in Germany.  Tetzel would send an advance 
team to the region where he wanted to sell 2-3 weeks 
before his arrival to announce that he would be coming. 
Upon his arrival he would have a large crowd and preach 
on hell; terrorizing the crowds.  He then moved to the 

church and preached on purgatory with words such as “Do you not hear the cries of 
your dead fathers and mothers?  Can’t you hear them calling, ‘Rescue me, rescue 
me?’” Then he would preach a sermon on heaven.  By this time people were ready 
to buy indulgences for themselves and their loved ones.  Sometimes people would 
pay up to $2,000. He died in Leipzig after battling accusations of immorality and 
embezzlement.  Luther despised him. 
 
Katharina von Bora (1499-1552) 
Katharina was placed in a convent when still a child and became 
a nun in 1515. In April 1523 she and eight other nuns were 
rescued from the convent and brought to Wittenberg. There 
Martin Luther helped return some to their former homes and 
placed the rest in good families. Katharina and Martin were 
married on June 13, 1525. Their marriage was a happy one and 
blessed with six children. Katharina skillfully managed the Luther 
household, which always seemed to grow because of his 
generous hospitality. After Luther's death in 1546, Katharina 
remained in Wittenberg but lived much of the time in poverty. 
She died in an accident while traveling with her children to Torgau in order to 
escape the plague.  
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Devotions 

Day 1 - July 3 - Overnight Flight to Berlin 
Questions to think about: Why have you chosen to come on this Reformation 
tour? What do you think we can learn from the Reformation? What do you hope to 
gain from this trip, spiritually? 
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:32-12:3; 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:13 

 
Day 2 - July 4 - Berlin to Wittenberg 
Questions to think about: What does it mean to you to live by faith? To be 
forgiven? 
Scripture Reading: Romans 8:1-4; 1 John 1:9 
Document: Luther’s Tower Experience (1519)  

 
Day 3 - July 5 - Wittenberg (Torgau) 
Questions to think about: Are you familiar with the "priesthood of all believers"? 
How is that reflected in your practice of Christianity? 
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:4-10 
Document: Appeal to the German Nobility  

 
Day 4 - July 6 - Erfurt 
Questions to think about: How does Luther think faith and works go together? 
What does this look like in your life? 
Scripture Reading: Romans 3:21-31 
Document: Martin Luther's Definition of Faith  

 
Day 5 - July 7 - Eisenach, Erfurt 
Questions to think about: How did Luther want to make the Bible and the 
practice of Christianity personal and heartfelt?  How has this been worked out in 
your life?Scripture Reading: Psalm 119:9-24 
Document: Daily Prayers: How a Father Should Teach His Household to Conduct 
Morning and Evening Devotions (from the Shorter Catechism of 1529)  



 

 

 
Day 6 - July 8 - Rhine Cruise, Rudesheim 
Questions to think about: What have you learned about the Reformation that has 
surprised you? 
Scripture Reading:  2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 
Day 7 - July 9 - Worms, Strasbourg 
Questions to think about: Why is Martin Luther's defense at the Diet of Worms 
so important? What made it so controversial? 
Scripture Reading: Acts 4:1-31 
Document: Excerpts from Martin Luther’s account of the confrontation at the 
Diet of Worms (1521)  

 
Day 8 - July 10 - Strasbourg 
Questions to think about: How is our worship service in Strasbourg different 
from your usual Sunday worship? How are the ideas we are learning about shaping 
your worship today? 
Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-9 
Document: Luther's Preface to the Small Catechism (1529)  

 
Day 9 - July 11 - Constance, Zurich 
Questions to think about: What were Ulrich Zwingli's spiritual concerns? Was his 
Reformation the same as Luther's? What can we learn from Zwingli? 
Scripture Reading: Luke 3:1-18 
Document: Zwingli's 67 Articles  

 
Day 10 - July 12 - Grindelwald 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 23 

 
Day 11 - July 13 - Geneva 
Questions to think about: How is John Calvin's understanding of Christianity 
similar to that of Luther and Zwingli? How is it different? What do you think we 
can learn from Calvin? 
Scripture Reading: Romans 8:28-39 
Document: Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book 1, Chapter 1, Chapter 6  

 
Day 12 - July 14 - Flight Home 
Questions to think about: What was the most important thing you learned from 
the reformers? How can you apply it to your own life?  
Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
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Luther’s Tower Experience (1519) 

 
       Meanwhile in that same year, 1519, I had begun interpreting the Psalms once 
again. I felt confident that I was now more experienced, since I had dealt in 
university courses with St. Paul's Letters to the Romans, to the Galatians, and the 
Letter to the Hebrews. I had conceived a burning desire to understand what Paul 
meant in his Letter to the Romans, but thus far there had stood in my way, not the 
cold blood around my heart, but that one word which is in chapter one: “The justice 
of God is revealed in it.” I hated that word, “justice of God,” which, by the use and 
custom of all my teachers, I had been taught to understand philosophically as 
referring to formal or active justice, as they call it, i.e., that justice by which God is 
just and by which he punishes sinners and the unjust.  

But I, blameless monk that I was, felt that before God I was a sinner with an 
extremely troubled conscience. I couldn't be sure that God was appeased by my 
satisfaction. I did not love, no, rather I hated the just God who punishes sinners. In 
silence, if I did not blaspheme, then certainly I grumbled vehemently and got angry 
at God. I said, “Isn't it enough that we miserable sinners, lost for all eternity because 
of original sin, are oppressed by every kind of calamity through the Ten 
Commandments? Why does God heap sorrow upon sorrow through the Gospel 
and through the Gospel threaten us with his justice and his wrath?” This was how I 



 

 

was raging with wild and disturbed conscience. I constantly badgered St. Paul about 
that spot in Romans 1 and anxiously wanted to know what he meant.  
I meditated night and day on those words until at last, by the mercy of God, I paid 
attention to their context: “The justice of God is revealed in it, as it is written: 'The 
just person lives by faith.'“ I began to understand that in this verse the justice of 
God is that by which the just person lives by a gift of God, that is by faith. I began 
to understand that this verse means that the justice of God is revealed through the 
Gospel, but it is a passive justice, i.e. that by which the merciful God justifies us by 
faith, as it is written: “The just person lives by faith.” All at once I felt that I had 
been born again and entered into paradise itself through open gates. Immediately I 
saw the whole of Scripture in a different light. I ran through the Scriptures from 
memory and found that other terms had analogous meanings, e.g., the work of God, 
that is, what God works in us; the power of God, by which he makes us powerful; 
the wisdom of God, by which he makes us wise; the strength of God, the salvation 
of God, the glory of God.  

I exalted this sweetest word of mine, “the justice of God,” with as much love 
as before I had hated it with hate. This phrase of Paul was for me the very gate of 
paradise. Afterward I read Augustine's “On the Spirit and the Letter,” in which I 
found what I had not dared hope for. I discovered that he too interpreted “the 
justice of God” in a similar way, namely, as that with which God clothes us when he 
justifies us. Although Augustine had said it imperfectly and did not explain in detail 
how God imputes justice to us, still it pleased me that he taught the justice of God 
by which we are justified. 
 

Source: Preface to the Complete Edition of Luther's Latin Works (1545) by Dr. Martin 
Luther, 1483-1546 Translated by Bro. Andrew Thornton, OSB from the “Vorrede 
zu Band I der Opera Latina der Wittenberger Ausgabe. 1545” in vol. 4 of Luthers 
Werke in Auswahl, ed. Otto Clemen, 6th ed., (Berlin: de Gruyter. 1967). pp. 421-428. 
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“Appeal to the German Nobility,”  
Martin Luther (1520) 

... The Romanists have, with great adroitness, drawn three walls round 
themselves, with which they have hitherto protected themselves, so that no one 
could reform them, whereby all Christendom has suggested terribly. 

First, if pressed by the temporal power, they have affirmed and maintained that 
the temporal power has no jurisdiction over them, but on the contrary, that the 
spiritual power is above the temporal. 

Secondly, if it were proposed to admonish them with the Scriptures, they 
objected that no one may interpret the Scriptures but the Pope. 

Thirdly, if they are threatened with a council, they invented the notion that no 
one may call a council but the Pope. 

Thus they have privily stolen from us our three sticks, so that they may not be 
beaten.... 

There has been a fiction by which the Pope, bishops, priests, and monks are 
called the ‘spiritual estate’; princes. Lords, artisans, and peasants are the ‘temporal 
estate’. This is an artful lie and hupocritical invention, but let no one be made afraid 
by it, and that for this reason: that all Christians are truly of the spiritual estate, and 
there is no difference among them, save of office. As St. Paul says (1 Cor.xii), we are 
all one body, though each member does its own work so as to serve the others. This 
is because we have one baptism, one Gospel, one faith, and are all Christians alike; 
for baptism, Gospel, and faith, those alone make spiritual and Christian people. 

... And to put the matter more plainly, if a little company of pious Christian 
laymen were taken prisoners and carried away to a desert, and had not among them 
a priest consecrated by a bishop, and were there to agree to elect one of them ... and 
were to order him to baptize, to celebrate the mass, to absolve and to preach, this 
man would as truly be a priest, as if all the bishops and all the popes had 
consecrated him. That is why, in cases of necessity, every man can baptize and 
absolve, which would not be possible if we were not all priests.... 

It follows, then that between laymen and priests, princes and bishops, or, as 
they call it, between ‘spiritual’ and ‘temporal’ persons, the only real difference is one 
of office and function, and not of estate... 

... The second wall is even more tottering and weak: namely their claim to be 
considered masters of the Scriptures ... If the article of our faith is right, ‘I believe in 
the holy Christian Church’, the Pope cannot alone be right; else we must say, ‘I 
believe in the Pope of Rome,’ and reduce the Christian Church to one man, which is 
a devilish and damnable heresy. Besides that, we are all priests, as I have said, and 
have all one faith, one Gospel, one Sacrament: how then should we not have the 
power of discerning and judging what is right or wrong in matters of faith? ,,, 

The third wall falls of itself, as soon as the first two have fallen; for if the Pope 
acts contrary to the Scriptures, we are bound to stand by the Scriptures to punish 
and to constrain him, according to Christ’s commandment ... ‘tell it unto the 
Church’ (Matt.xviii, 15-17). ... If then I am to accuse him before the Church, I must 



 

 

collect the Church together. ... Therefore when need requires, and the Pope is a 
cause of offence to Christendom, in these cases whoever can best do so, as a faithful 
member of the whole body, must do what he can to procure a true free council. 
This no one can do so well as the temporal authorities, especially since they are 
fellow-Christians, fellow-priests. ... 

...Poor Germans that we are — we have been deceived! We were born to be 
masters, and we have been compelled to bow the head beneath the yoke of our 
tyrants, and to become slaves. Name, title, outward signs of royalty, we possess all 
these; force, power, right, liberty, all these have gone over to the popes, who have 
robbed us of them.... It is time the glorious Teutonic people should cease to be the 
puppet of the Roman pontiff. Because the pope crowns the emperor, it does not 
follow that the pope is superior to the emperor. Samuel, who crowned Saul and 
David, was not above these kings, nor Nathan above Solomon, whom he 
consecrated. ...Let the emperor then be a veritable emperor, and no long allow 
himself to be stripped of his sword or of his sceptre!... 
 

Source: Readings in European History, Leon Bernard and Theodore B. Hodges 

(eds.), (New York: MacMillan, 1958), pp. 226-229. 
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Martin Luther's Definition of Faith:  
“An Introduction to St. Paul's Letter to the Romans,”  

Luther's German Bible of 1522, by Martin Luther, 1483-1546. 

 Faith is not what some people think it is. Their human dream is a delusion. 
Because they observe that faith is not followed by good works or a better life, they 
fall into error, even though they speak and hear much about faith. ``Faith is not 
enough,'' they say, ``You must do good works, you must be pious to be saved.'' 
They think that, when you hear the gospel, you start working, creating by your own 
strength a thankful heart which says, ``I believe.'' That is what they think true faith 
is. But, because this is a human idea, a dream, the heart never learns anything from 
it, so it does nothing and reform doesn't come from this `faith,' either. 

 Instead, faith is God's work in us, that changes us and gives new birth 
from God. (John 1:13). It kills the Old Adam and makes us completely different 
people. It changes our hearts, our spirits, our thoughts and all our powers. It brings 
the Holy Spirit with it. Yes, it is a living, creative, active and powerful thing, this 
faith. Faith cannot help doing good works constantly. It doesn't stop to ask if good 
works ought to be done, but before anyone asks, it already has done them and 
continues to do them without ceasing. Anyone who does not do good works in this 
manner is an unbeliever. He stumbles around and looks for faith and good works, 
even though he does not know what faith or good works are. Yet he gossips and 
chatters about faith and good works with many words. 

 Faith is a living, bold trust in God's grace, so certain of God's favor that it 
would risk death a thousand times trusting in it. Such confidence and knowledge of 
God's grace makes you happy, joyful and bold in your relationship to God and all 
creatures. The Holy Spirit makes this happen through faith. Because of it, you freely, 
willingly and joyfully do good to everyone, serve everyone, suffer all kinds of things, 
love and praise the God who has shown you such grace. Thus, it is just as 
impossible to separate faith and works as it is to separate heat and light from fire! 
Therefore, watch out for your own false ideas and guard against good-for-nothing 
gossips, who think they're smart enough to define faith and works, but really are the 
greatest of fools. Ask God to work faith in you, or you will remain forever without 
faith, no matter what you wish, say or can do. 

 
Source: Translated by Rev. Robert E. Smith from DR. MARTIN LUTHER'S 

VERMISCHTE DEUTSCHE SCHRIFTEN. Johann K. Irmischer, ed. Vol. 63 
(Erlangen: Heyder and Zimmer, 1854), pp.124-125. [EA 63:124-125]. 
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Daily Prayers: How a Father Should Teach His 
Household to Conduct Morning and Evening Devotions 

(from the Shorter Catechism of 1529) by Martin Luther 

Morning Devotions 
As soon as you get out of bed in the morning, you should bless yourself with the 
sign of the Holy Cross and say, “May the will of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit be done! Amen.” Then, kneeling or standing, say the creed and pray the Lord's 
Prayer. If you wish, you may then pray this little prayer as well: 
 

 “My Heavenly Father, I thank You, through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, that You kept 
me safe from all evil and danger last night. Save me, I pray, today as well, from every evil and sin, 
so that all I do and the way that I live will please you. I put myself in your care, body and soul and 
all that I have. Let Your holy Angels be with me, so that the evil enemy will not gain power over 
me. Amen. 

 
After that, with joy go about your work and perhaps sing a song inspired by the Ten 
Commandments or your own thoughts. 

 
The Evening Devotions 
When you go to bed in the evening, you should bless yourself with the sign of the 
Holy Cross and say, “May the will of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be done! 
Amen.” Then, kneeling or standing, say the creed and pray the Lord's Prayer. If you 
wish, then you may pray this little prayer as well: 

 
My Heavenly Father, I thank You, through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, that You have 

protected me, by Your grace. Forgive, I pray, all my sins and the evil I have done. Protect me, by 
Your grace, tonight. I put myself in your care, body and soul and all that I have. Let Your holy 
angels be with me, so that the evil enemy will not gain power over me. Amen. 

 
After this, go to sleep immediately with joy. 

 
Grace at Meals: 
The children and servants should come to the table modestly and with folded hands 
and say, “All eyes look to you, O Lord, and You give everyone food at the right time. You open 
Your generous hands and satisfy the hunger of all living things with what they desire.” 

 
Note: “What they desire” means that all animals get so much to eat, that they 

are happy and cheerful. Because, worry and greed interferes with such desires. After 
this, pray the Lord's Prayer and the following prayer: 

 
Lord God, Heavenly Father, bless us and these gifts, which we receive from Your generous 

hand, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Excerpts from Martin Luther’s account of the 
confrontation at the Diet of Worms (1521) 

  [Dr. Eck:] . . . Do you wish to defend the books which are recognized as 
your work? Or to retract anything contained in them? . . .  

[Luther:] Most Serene Lord Emperor, Most Illustrious Princes, Most 
Gracious Lords . . . I beseech you to grant a gracious hearing to my plea, which, I 
trust, will be a plea of justice and truth; and if through my inexperience I neglect to 
give to any their proper titles or in any way offend against the etiquette of the court 
in my manners or behavior, be kind enough to forgive me, I beg, since I am a man 
who has spent his life not in courts but in the cells of a monastery; a man who can 
say of himself only this, that to this day I have thought and written in simplicity of 
heart, solely with a view to the glory of God and the pure instruction of Christ's 
faithful people. . . . 

. . . Your Imperial Majesty and Your Lordships: I ask you to observe that 
my books are not all of the same kind. 

There are some in which I have dealt with piety in faith and morals with 
such simplicity and so agreeably with the Gospels that my adversaries themselves 
are compelled to admit them useful, harmless, and clearly worth reading by a 
Christian. Even the Bull, harsh and cruel though it is, makes some of my books 
harmless, although it condemns them also, by a judgment downright monstrous. If I 
should begin to recant here, what, I beseech you, would I be doing but condemning 
alone among mortals, that truth which is admitted by friends and foes alike, in an 
unaided struggle against universal consent? 

The second kind consists in those writings leveled against the papacy and 
the doctrine of the papists, as against those who by their wicked doctrines and 
precedents have laid waste Christendom by doing harm to the souls and the bodies 
of men. No one can either deny or conceal this, for universal experience and world-
wide grievances are witnesses to the fact that through the Pope's laws and through 
man-made teachings the consciences of the faithful have been most pitifully 
ensnared, troubled, and racked in torment, and also that their goods and possessions 
have been devoured (especially amongst this famous German nation) by 
unbelievable tyranny, and are to this day being devoured without end in shameful 
fashion; and that thought they themselves by their own laws take care to provide 
that the Pope's laws and doctrines which are contrary to the Gospel or the teachings 
of the Fathers are to be considered as erroneous and reprobate. If then I recant 
these, the only effect will be to add strength to such tyranny, to open not the 
windows but the main doors to such blasphemy, which will thereupon stalk farther 
and more widely than it has hitherto dared. . . . 

The third kind consists of those books which I have written against private 
individuals, so-called; against those, that is, who have exerted themselves in defense 
of the Roman tyranny and to the overthrow of that piety which I have taught. I 
confess that I have been more harsh against them than befits my religious vows and 
my profession. For I do not make myself out to be any kind of saint, nor am I now 



 

 

contending about my conduct but about Christian doctrine. But it is not in my 
power to recant them, because that recantation would give that tyranny and 
blasphemy and occasion to lord it over those whom I defend and to rage against 
God's people more violently than ever. 

However, since I am a man and not God, I cannot provide my writings 
with any other defense than that which my Lord Jesus Christ provided for His 
teaching. When He had been interrogated concerning His teaching before Annas 
and had received a buffet from a servant, He said: “If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil.” If the Lord Himself, who knew that He could not err, did not 
refuse to listen to witness against His teaching, even from a worthless slave, how 
much more ought I, scum that I am, capable of naught but error, to seek and to wait 
for any who may wish to bear witness against my teaching. 

And so, through the mercy of God, I ask Your Imperial Majesty, and Your 
Illustrious Lordships, or anyone of any degree, to defeat them by the writings of the 
Prophets or by the Gospels; for I shall be most ready, if I be better instructed, to 
recant any error, and I shall be the first in casting my writings into the fire. . . .  

Thereupon the Orator of the Empire, in a tone of upbraiding, said that his 
[Luther's] answer was not to the point, and that there should be no calling into 
question of matters on which condemnations and decisions had before been passed 
by Councils. He was being asked for a plain reply, without subtlety or sophistry, to 
this question: Was he prepared to recant, or no? 

Luther then replied: Your Imperial Majesty and Your Lordships demand a 
simple answer. Here it is, plain and unvarnished. Unless I am convicted [convinced] 
of error by the testimony of Scripture or (since I put no trust in the unsupported 
authority of Pope or councils, since it is plain that they have often erred and often 
contradicted themselves) by manifest reasoning, I stand convicted [convinced] by 
the Scriptures to which I have appealed, and my conscience is taken captive by 
God's word, I cannot and will not recant anything, for to act against our conscience 
is neither safe for us, nor open to us. 

On this I take my stand. I can do no other. God help me. 
Amen. 

Source: H.C. Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church (1903), based on 
Luther's Opera Latina (Frankfurt, 1865-73] 

 
 

  



 

 

Luther's Preface to the Small Catechism (1529) 

Martin Luther to All Faithful and Godly Pastors and Preachers: 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace in Jesus Christ, our Lord. The deplorable, miserable 
condition which I discovered lately when I, too, was a visitor, has forced and urged 
me to prepare [publish] this Catechism, or Christian doctrine, in this small, plain, 
simple form. Mercy! Good God! what manifold misery I beheld! The common 
people, especially in the villages, have no knowledge whatever of Christian doctrine, 
and, alas! many pastors are altogether incapable and incompetent to teach [so much 
so, that one is ashamed to speak of it]. Nevertheless, all maintain that they are 
Christians, have been baptized and receive the [common] holy Sacraments. Yet they 
[do not understand and] cannot [even] recite either the Lord's Prayer, or the Creed, or 
the Ten Commandments; they live like dumb brutes and irrational hogs; and yet, 
now that the Gospel has come, they have nicely learned to abuse all liberty like 
experts. 

O ye bishops! [to whom this charge has been committed by God,] what will 
ye ever answer to Christ for having so shamefully neglected the people and never 
for a moment discharged your office? [You are the persons to whom alone this ruin 
of the Christian religion is due. You have permitted men to err so shamefully; yours 
is the guilt; for you have ever done anything rather than what your office required 
you to do.] May all misfortune flee you! [I do not wish at this place to invoke evil on 
your heads.] You command the Sacrament in one form [but is not this the highest 
ungodliness coupled with the greatest impudence that you are insisting on the 
administration of the Sacrament in one form only, and on your traditions] and insist 
on your human laws, and yet at the same time you do not care in the least [while you 
are utterly without scruple and concern] whether the people know the Lord's Prayer, 
the Creed, the Ten Commandments, or any part of the Word of God. Woe, woe, 
unto you forever! 

Therefore I entreat [and adjure] you all for God's sake, my dear sirs and 
brethren, who are pastors or preachers, to devote yourselves heartily to your office, 
to have pity on the people who are entrusted to you, and to help us inculcate the 
Catechism upon the people, and especially upon the young. And let those of you 
who cannot do better [If any of you are so unskilled that you have absolutely no 
knowledge of these matters, let them not be ashamed to] take these tables and forms 
and impress them, word for word, on the people, as follows:-- 

In the first place, let the preacher above all be careful to avoid many kinds 
of or various texts and forms of the Ten Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, the Sacraments, etc., but choose one form to which he adheres, and which he 
inculcates all the time, year after year. For [I give this advice, however, because I 
know that] young and simple people must be taught by uniform, settled texts and 
forms, otherwise they easily become confused when the teacher to-day teaches them 
thus, and in a year some other way, as if he wished to make improvements, and thus 
all effort and labor [which has been expended in teaching] is lost. 



 

 

Also our blessed fathers understood this well; for they all used the same 
form of the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. Therefore we, 
too, should [imitate their diligence and be at pains to] teach the young and simple 
people these parts in such a way as not to change a syllable, or set them forth and 
repeat them one year differently than in another [no matter how often we teach the 
Catechism]. 

Hence, choose whatever form you please, and adhere to it forever. But 
when you preach in the presence of learned and intelligent men, you may exhibit 
your skill, and may present these parts in as varied and intricate ways and give them 
as masterly turns as you are able. But with the young people stick to one fixed, 
permanent form and manner, and teach them, first of all, these parts, namely, the 
Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, etc., according to the text, word 
for word, so that they, too, can repeat it in the same manner after you and commit it 
to memory. 

But those who are unwilling to learn it should be told that they deny Christ 
and are no Christians, neither should they be admitted to the Sacrament, accepted as 
sponsors at baptism, nor exercise any part of Christian liberty, but should simply be 
turned back to the Pope and his officials, yea, to the devil himself. Moreover, their 
parents and employers should refuse them food and drink, and [they would also do 
well if they were to] notify them that the prince will drive such rude people from the 
country, etc. 

For although we cannot and should not force any one to believe, yet we 
should insist and urge the people that they know what is right and wrong with those 
among whom they dwell and wish to make their living. For whoever desires to 
reside in a town must know and observe the town laws, the protection of which he 
wishes to enjoy, no matter whether he is a believer or at heart and in private a rogue 
or knave. 

In the second place, after they have well learned the text, then teach them 
the sense also, so that they know what it means, and again choose the form of these 
tables, or some other brief uniform method, whichever you like, and adhere to it, 
and do not change a single syllable, as was just said regarding the text; and take your 
time to it. For it is not necessary that you take up all the parts at once, but one after 
the other. After they understand the First Commandment well, then take up the 
Second, and so on, otherwise they will be overwhelmed, so as not to be able to 
retain any well. 

In the third place, after you have thus taught them this Short Catechism, 
then take up the Large Catechism, and give them also a richer and fuller knowledge. 
Here explain at large every commandment, [article,] petition, and part with its 
various works, uses, benefits, dangers, and injuries, as you find these abundantly 
stated in many books written about these matters. And particularly, urge that 
commandment or part most which suffers the greatest neglect among your people. 
For instance, the Seventh Commandment, concerning stealing, must be strenuously 
urged among mechanics and merchants, and even farmers and servants, for among 
these people many kinds of dishonesty and thieving prevail. So, too, you must urge 



 

 

well the Fourth Commandment among the children and the common people, that 
they may be quiet and faithful, obedient and peaceable, and you must always adduce 
many examples from the Scriptures to show how God has punished or blessed such 
persons. 

Especially should you here urge magistrates and parents to rule well and to 
send their children to school, showing them why it is their duty to do this, and what 
a damnable sin they are committing if they do not do it. For by such neglect they 
overthrow and destroy both the kingdom of God and that of the world, acting as 
the worst enemies both of God and of men. And make it very plain to them what 
an awful harm they are doing if they will not help to train children to be pastors, 
preachers, clerks [also for other offices, with which we cannot dispense in this life], 
etc., and that God will punish them terribly for it. For such preaching is needed. 
[Verily, I do not know of any other topic that deserves to be treated as much as 
this.] Parents and magistrates are now sinning unspeakably in this respect. The devil, 
too, aims at something cruel because of these things [that he may hurl Germany into 
the greatest distress]. 

Lastly, since the tyranny of the Pope has been abolished, people are no 
longer willing to go to the Sacrament and despise it [as something useless and 
unnecessary]. Here again urging is necessary, however, with this understanding: We 
are to force no one to believe, or to receive the Sacrament, nor fix any law, nor time, 
nor place for it, but are to preach in such a manner that of their own accord, 
without our law, they will urge themselves and, as it were, compel us pastors to 
administer the Sacrament. This is done by telling them: Whoever does not seek or 
desire the Sacrament at least some four times a year, it is to be feared that he 
despises the Sacrament and is no Christian, just as he is no Christian who does not 
believe or hear the Gospel; for Christ did not say, This omit, or, This despise, but, 
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, etc. Verily, He wants it done, and not entirely neglected 
and despised. This do ye, He says. 

Now, whoever does not highly value the Sacrament thereby shows that he 
has no sin, no flesh, no devil, no world, no death, no danger, no hell; that is, he does 
not believe any such things, although he is in them over head and ears and is doubly 
the devil's own. On the other hand, he needs no grace, life, Paradise, heaven, Christ, 
God, nor anything good. For if he believed that he had so much that is evil, and 
needed so much that is good, he would not thus neglect the Sacrament, by which 
such evil is remedied and so much good is bestowed. Neither will it be necessary to 
force him to the Sacrament by any law, but he will come running and racing of his 
own accord, will force himself and urge you that you must give him the Sacrament. 

Hence, you must not make any law in this matter, as the Pope does. Only 
set forth clearly the benefit and harm, the need and use, the danger and the blessing, 
connected with this Sacrament, and the people will come of themselves without 
your compulsion. But if they do not come, let them go and tell them that such 
belong to the devil as do not regard nor feel their great need and the gracious help 
of God. But if you do not urge this, or make a law or a bane of it, it is your fault if 
they despise the Sacrament. How could they be otherwise than slothful if you sleep 



 

 

and are silent? Therefore look to it, ye pastors and preachers. Our office is now 
become a different thing from what it was under the Pope; it is now become serious 
and salutary. Accordingly, it now involves much more trouble and labor, danger and 
trials, and, in addition thereto, little reward and gratitude in the world. But Christ 
Himself will be our reward if we labor faithfully. To this end may the Father of all 
grace help us, to whom be praise and thanks forever through Christ, our Lord! 
Amen. 

Source: http://www.bookofconcord.org/smallcatechism.php 
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Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of 
Indulgences (Ninety-Five Theses), by Dr. Martin Luther (1517) 

Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following 
propositions will be discussed at Wittenberg, under the presidency of the Reverend 
Father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and of Sacred Theology, and Lecturer in 
Ordinary on the same at that place. Wherefore he requests that those who are 
unable to be present and debate orally with us, may do so by letter. 

 
In the Name our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, when He said Poenitentiam agite, willed 

that the whole life of believers should be repentance. 
2. This word cannot be understood to mean sacramental penance, i.e., confession 

and satisfaction, which is administered by the priests. 
3. Yet it means not inward repentance only; nay, there is no inward repentance 

which does not outwardly work divers mortifications of the flesh.  
4. The penalty [of sin], therefore, continues so long as hatred of self continues; 

for this is the true inward repentance, and continues until our entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

5. The pope does not intend to remit, and cannot remit any penalties other than 
those which he has imposed either by his own authority or by that of the 
Canons. 

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring that it has been remitted 
by God and by assenting to God's remission; though, to be sure, he may grant 
remission in cases reserved to his judgment. If his right to grant remission in 
such cases were despised, the guilt would remain entirely unforgiven…. 

20. Therefore by “full remission of all penalties” the pope means not actually “of 
all,” but only of those imposed by himself. 

21. Therefore those preachers of indulgences are in error, who say that by the 
pope's indulgences a man is freed from every penalty, and saved; 

22. Whereas he remits to souls in purgatory no penalty which, according to the 
canons, they would have had to pay in this life. 

23. If it is at all possible to grant to any one the remission of all penalties 
whatsoever, it is certain that this remission can be granted only to the most 
perfect, that is, to the very fewest. 

24. It must needs be, therefore, that the greater part of the people are deceived by 
that indiscriminate and highsounding promise of release from penalty. 

25. The power which the pope has, in a general way, over purgatory, is just like the 
power which any bishop or curate has, in a special way, within his own diocese 
or parish. 

26. The pope does well when he grants remission to souls [in purgatory], not by 
the power of the keys (which he does not possess), but by way of intercession. 
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27. They preach man who say that so soon as the penny jingles into the money-
box, the soul flies out [of purgatory]. 

28. It is certain that when the penny jingles into the money-box, gain and avarice 
can be increased, but the result of the intercession of the Church is in the 
power of God alone…. 

30. No one is sure that his own contrition is sincere; much less that he has attained 
full remission. 

31. Rare as is the man that is truly penitent, so rare is also the man who truly buys 
indulgences, i.e., such men are most rare. 

32. They will be condemned eternally, together with their teachers, who believe 
themselves sure of their salvation because they have letters of pardon. 

33. Men must be on their guard against those who say that the pope's pardons are 
that inestimable gift of God by which man is reconciled to Him; 

34. For these “graces of pardon” concern only the penalties of sacramental 
satisfaction, and these are appointed by man. 

35. They preach no Christian doctrine who teach that contrition is not necessary in 
those who intend to buy souls out of purgatory or to buy confessionalia. 

36. Every truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and 
guilt, even without letters of pardon. 

37. Every true Christian, whether living or dead, has part in all the blessings of 
Christ and the Church; and this is granted him by God, even without letters of 
pardon…. 

44. Because love grows by works of love, and man becomes better; but by pardons 
man does not grow better, only more free from penalty. 

45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a man in need, and passes him by, 
and gives [his money] for pardons, purchases not the indulgences of the pope, 
but the indignation of God. 

46. Christians are to be taught that unless they have more than they need, they are 
bound to keep back what is necessary for their own families, and by no means 
to squander it on pardons. 

47. Christians are to be taught that the buying of pardons is a matter of free will, 
and not of commandment. 

48. Christians are to be taught that the pope, in granting pardons, needs, and 
therefore desires, their devout prayer for him more than the money they bring. 

49. Christians are to be taught that the pope's pardons are useful, if they do not 
put their trust in them; but altogether harmful, if through them they lose their 
fear of God. 

50. Christians are to be taught that if the pope knew the exactions of the pardon-
preachers, he would rather that St. Peter's church should go to ashes, than that 
it should be built up with the skin, flesh and bones of his sheep. 

51. Christians are to be taught that it would be the pope's wish, as it is his duty, to 
give of his own money to very many of those from whom certain hawkers of 
pardons cajole money, even though the church of St. Peter might have to be 
sold…. 
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81. This unbridled preaching of pardons makes it no easy matter, even for learned 
men, to rescue the reverence due to the pope from slander, or even from the 
shrewd questionings of the laity. 

82. To wit: -- “Why does not the pope empty purgatory, for the sake of holy love 
and of the dire need of the souls that are there, if he redeems an infinite 
number of souls for the sake of miserable money with which to build a 
Church? The former reasons would be most just; the latter is most trivial.”… 

86.  Again: -- “Why does not the pope, whose wealth is to-day greater than the 
riches of the richest, build just this one church of St. Peter with his own 
money, rather than with the money of poor believers?”… 

90. To repress these arguments and scruples of the laity by force alone, and not to 
resolve them by giving reasons, is to expose the Church and the pope to the 
ridicule of their enemies, and to make Christians unhappy. 

91. If, therefore, pardons were preached according to the spirit and mind of the 
pope, all these doubts would be readily resolved; nay, they would not exist. 

92. Away, then, with all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, “Peace, 
peace,” and there is no peace! 

93. Blessed be all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, “Cross, cross,” 
and there is no cross! 

94. Christians are to be exhorted that they be diligent in following Christ, their 
Head, through penalties, deaths, and hell; 

95. And thus be confident of entering into heaven rather through many 
tribulations, than through the assurance of peace. 
 

Source: Works of Martin Luther, Adolph Spaeth, L.D. Reed, Henry Eyster Jacobs, et 
al. (trans. and eds.), (Philadelphia: A. J. Holman Company, 1915), Vol.1, pp. 29-38 
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From Zwingli’s Sixty-Seven Articles of 1523 

1. All who say that the gospel is nothing without the approbation of the Church 

err and cast reproach upon God. 

2. The sum of the gospel is that our Lord Jesus Christ, the true Son of God, has 

made known to us the will of his heavenly Father, and redeemed us by his 

innocence from eternal death, and reconciled us to God. 

3. Therefore Christ is the only way to salvation to all who were, who are, who 

shall be. 

4. Whosoever seeks or shows another door, errs—indeed, is a murderer of souls 

and a robber. 

7. Christ is the head of all believers who are his body; but without him the body 

is dead. 

8. All who live in this Head are his members and children of God.  And this is 

the Church, the communion of saints, the bride of Christ, the Ecclesia catholica. 

15. Who believes the gospel shall be saved; who believes not, shall be damned.  

For in the gospel the whole truth is clearly contained. 

16. From the gospel we learn that the doctrines and traditions of men are of no 

use to salvation. 

17. Christ is the one eternal high priest.  Those who pretend to be high priests 

resist, indeed, set aside, the honor and dignity of Christ. 

18. Christ, who offered himself once on the cross, is the sufficient and perpetual 

sacrifice for the sins of all believers.  Therefore the mass is no sacrifice, but a 

commemoration of the one sacrifice of the cross, and a seal of the redemption 

through Christ. 

19. Christ is the only Mediator between God and us. 

22. Christ is our righteousness.  From this it follows that our works are good so far 

as they are Christ's, but not good so far as they are our own. 

24. Christians are not bound to any works that Christ has not commanded.  They 

may eat at all times all kinds of food. 

26. Nothing is more displeasing to God than hypocrisy. 

27. All Christians are brethren. 

28. Whatsoever God permits and has not forbidden, is right. Therefore marriage is 

becoming to all men. 

34. The spiritual [hierarchical] power, so called, has no foundation in the Holy 

Scriptures and the teaching of Christ. (Zwingli means the worldly power and 

splendor of the pope and the bishops, and quotes against it the lessons of 

humility, Matt. 18:1; 1 Pet. 5:14…) 
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35. But the secular power [of the state] is confirmed by the teaching and example 

of Christ. (For this he quotes Luke 2:5 and Matt. 22:21) 

37. All Christians owe obedience to the magistracy, provided it does not command 

what is against God. (Romans 13:1; Isaiah 3:4) 

49. I know of no greater scandal than the prohibition of lawful marriage to priests, 

while they are permitted for money to have concubines.  Shame! 

50. God alone forgives sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord alone. 

57. The Holy Scripture knows nothing of a purgatory after this life. 

58. God alone knows the condition of the departed, and the less he has made 

known to us, the less we should pretend to know. 

66. All spiritual superiors should repent without delay, and set up the cross of 

Christ alone, or they will perish.  The axe is laid at the root. 

 
 

  



 

 

Institutes of the Christian Religion 

John Calvin (1509—1564) 

Calvin was born and educated as a lawyer in France, 
converted to the Reformation in 1533, and reluctantly 
drafted to guide the Reformation in Geneva in 1536. Except 
for three years when the Genevans drove him out and he 
moved to Strasbourg, he spent the rest of his life there, 
preaching and teaching. The brief first edition of the Institutes 
of the Christian Religion appeared in 1536, but Calvin kept 
revising it—and adding to it—all his life; these selections 
come from the final edition of 1559.  

 
Book 1 
Chapter 1. 

1. Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, 
consists of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. But while joined by 
many bonds, which one precedes and brings forth the other is not easy to discern. 
In the first place, no one can look upon himself without immediately turning his 
thoughts to the contemplation of God, in whom he “lives and moves” [Acts 17:28]. 
For, quite clearly, the mighty gifts with which we are endowed are hardly from 
ourselves; indeed, our very being is nothing but subsistence in the one God. Then, 
by these benefits shed like dew from heaven upon us, we are led as by rivulets to the 
spring itself. Indeed, our very poverty better discloses the infinitude of benefits 
reposing in God. The miserable ruin, into which the rebellion of the first man cast 
us, especially compels us to look upward. Thus, not only will we, in fasting and 
hungering, seek there what we lack; but, in being aroused by fear, we shall learn 
humility. For, as a veritable world of miseries is to be found in mankind, and we are 
thereby despoiled of divine raiment, our shameful nakedness exposes a teeming 
horde of infamies. Each of us must, then, be so stung by the consciousness of his 
own unhappiness as to attain at least some knowledge of God….  
 

Chapter 6. 
1. ...Despite this, it is needful that another and better help be added to 

direct us aright to the very Creator of the universe. It was not in vain, then, that he 
added the light of his Word by which to become known unto salvation; and he 
regarded as worthy of this privilege those whom he pleased to gather more closely 
and intimately to himself. For because he saw the minds of all men tossed and 
agitated, after he chose the Jews as his very own flock, he fenced them about that 
they might not sink into oblivion as others had. With good reason he holds us by 
the same means in the pure knowledge of himself, since otherwise even those who 
seem to stand firm before all others would soon melt away. Just as old or bleary-
eyed men and those with weak vision, if you thrust before them a most beautiful 
volume, even if they recognize it to be some sort of writing, yet can scarcely 



 

 

construe two words, but with the aid of spectacles will begin to read distinctly; so 
Scripture, gathering up the otherwise confused knowledge of God in our minds, 
having dispersed our dullness, clearly shows us the true God. This, therefore, is a 
special gift, where God, to instruct the church, not merely uses mute teachers but 
also opens his own most hallowed lips. Not only does he teach the elect to look 
upon a god, but also shows himself as the God upon whom they are to look. He has 
from the beginning maintained this plan for his church, so that besides these 
common proofs he also put forth his Word, which is a more direct and more certain 
mark whereby he is to be recognized....  
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Fun Facts about Germany 

 Germany is the most populous European country (apart from Russia), with a 
population of 82 million. 

 Germany's land area was over 50% larger during the Second Reich (1871-1918) 
and included most of present-day Poland and parts of Lithuania. 

 The German language was once the lingua franca of central, eastern and 
northern Europe, and remains the language with the most native speakers in 
Europe. 

 About a quarter of all American citizens claim at least partial German ancestry. 

 Classical music has been widely dominated by German-speaking composers. A 
few famous ones born on the present territory of Germany include Bach, 
Händel, Beethoven, Schumann, Mendelssohn, Brahms, Wagner and R. Strauss. 

 The Germans can be credited for the discovery of insulin, the invention of the 
clarinet, the pocket watch, the automated calculator, the light bulb, television 
(partly), paraffin, petrol/gasoline & Diesel engines, the automobile (as well as the 
engine, differential gear and other important devices), the motorcycle, the jet 
engine, the LCD screen and the Walkman. 

 There are 1,300 beer breweries in Germany, making some 5,000 kinds of beer. 
German people are the world's second biggest beer drinkers after the Czechs. 

 In 2005 Germany produced approximately 35% of the world's wind energy. 
There are over 20,000 wind turbines off the coast of northern Germany, the 
largest of which reach 200 meters in height. 

 Germans are among the most avid recyclers. According to a BBC survey, 
Germany had the third highest recycling rate (48% of waste recycled), only just 
surpassed by its Swiss and Austrian neighbors. 

 The Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation was founded by Charlemagne 
in Aachen in 800 C.E. It lasted over a thousand years, until 1806, when 
Napoleon dissolved it (mostly because he saw himself as the heir of 
Charlemagne, the new Emperor of the Occident). 

 The University of Marburg (Philipps-Universität Marburg), in Hesse, was 
founded in 1527 as the world's first Protestant university. 

 Germany has had quite a few capitals in its turbulent history, notably (in 
chronological order) : Aachen (from 794),Regensburg (seat of the Reichstag from 
1663 to 1806), Frankfurt-am-Main (site of the election and coronation of 
German emperors between 1152 and 1792, seat of the Bundestag of the German 
Confederation from 1815 to 1871), Nuremberg(seat of the Imperial Diet 
between 1356 and 1543, and official residence of numerous Kings of 
Germany), Berlin (from 1871 to 1945, and from 1990 to present), 
and Bonn (from 1949 to 1990 - West Germany only). 

 As of 2006, Germany had the highest corporate tax rate in Europe, close to 40%. 

 The biggest train station in Europe opened in Berlin in 2006. 
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Fun Facts about France 

 France is the world's most popular tourist destination, with over 80 million 
annual visitors. 

 France is the largest country in the EU, and known as 'the hexagon' – with an 
area of 551,000 sq km it's almost a fifth of the EU’s total area, and due to its six-
sided shape France is sometimes referred to as l’hexagone. About a quarter is 
covered by forest.  

 Louis XIX was the king of France for just 20 minutes, the shortest ever reign. He 
ascended to the French throne in July 1830 after his father Charles X abdicated, 
and abdicated himself 20 minutes later in favour of his nephew, the Duke of 
Bordeaux.  

 Liberté, égalitié, fraternité meaning ‘liberty, equality and fraternity’ (or brotherhood) 
is the national motto of France – it first appeared around the time of the 
Revolution (1789–1799), and was written into the constitutions of 1946 and 
1958. Today you’ll see it on coins, postage stamps and government logos often 
alongside ‘Marianne’ who symbolises the ‘triumph of the Republic’. The legal 
system in France is still largely based on the principles set down in Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s Code Civil after the revolution, in the 1800s. 

 The French Army was the first to use camouflage in 1915 (World War I) – the 
word camouflage came from the French verb ‘to make up for the stage’. Guns and 
vehicles were painted by artists called camofleurs.  

 France was the first country in the world to ban supermarkets from throwing 
away or destroying unsold food. Since February 2016, shops must donate 
wastage to food banks or charities. 

 A French woman was the world’s oldest ever human. She lived to an incredible 
122 years and 164 days, according to the Guinness Book of World Records. 
Jeanne Louise Calment was born on 21 February 1875 and died on 4 August 
1997. She lived through the opening of the Eiffel Tower in 1889, two World 
Wars and the development of television, the modern motor car and aeroplanes. 

 The Louvre Museum in Paris was the most visited museum in the world in 
2014 – with an amazing 9.3 million visitors, it received almost the same amount 
of people as the population of Sweden. 

 The world’s greatest cycle race, the Tour de France, has been around for more 
than 100 years – with the first event held on 1 July 1903. Every July, cyclists race 
some 3,200km (2,000 miles) primarily around France in a series of stages over 23 
days, with the fastest cyclist at each stage wearing the famous yellow jersey. 

 It is against the law to carry live snails on a high-speed train in France without 

their own tickets– in fact, any domesticated animal under 5kg must be a paying 

passenger in France. 
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Fun Facts about Switzerland 

 Switzerland has 26 cantons, the federal states of the Swiss confederation. They 
vary greatly in size, population and character: the canton of Geneva comprises 
just one city; the canton of Uri is entirely mountains and valleys; the population 
of the Zurich canton is over a million while the people of Appenzell Inner-
Rhodes would fit into a football stadium. 

 Women did not gain the vote at federal level until 1971 – and they are still 
underrepresented in political life. 

 Swiss women are among the oldest in Europe when they have their first child – 
at an average of 30.4 years old. 

 Swiss consumption of chocolates per capita is the highest in the world. They 
have invented techniques like conching and tempering to help them produce 
world-class chocolates. 

 Switzerland has four national languages – including French, German, Italian and 
Rhaeto-Romantsch. The latter has Latin roots. 

 Switzerland was the birthplace of Le Corbusier – born Charles-Edouard 
Jeanneret, one of the most influential architects of the 20th century. 

 There are 208 mountains over 3,000m high – with 24 of them over 4,000m. The 
highest is Monte Rosa (Dufoursptiz) at 4,634m, situated on the Swiss/Italian 
border.  

 Half of the luxury watches produced in the world come from Switzerland. 
Brands like Tissot, TAG Heuer, Rolex, Patek Philippe and Longines are all Swiss. 

 There are more banks in the Switzerland than dentists. 

 Switzerland is one of the two countries in the world to have a square flag. The 
other is Vatican City. 

 Switzerland has enough underground bunker capacity that it can hide its entire 
population in case of a nuclear war.  

 A giant three-legged chair in Geneva, Switzerland is dedicated to the opposition 
of using land mines. It is known as “The Broken Chair.” 

 The very first Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Jean Henri Dunant, a Swiss, in 
1901. He is the founder of the International Committee of the Red Cross.  

 The famous equation E=MC2 was devised by Albert Einstein in 1905, while he 
was in Switzerland. 
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